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Introduction: The
Enduring Charm of a
Simple Duet

Few songs capture the raw, awkward, and
utterly  charming  essence  of  young  love
quite like “Anyone Else But You” by The
Moldy Peaches. Released in 2001 on their
self-titled debut album, the track existed for
years  as  a  beloved  indie  darling  before
experiencing  a  massive  resurgence.  That
resurgence,  fueled  by  its  prominent
placement  in  the  2007  film  *Juno*,
introduced the song to a new generation.
But beyond the film’s cultural footprint, the
song found a second, more intimate life in
the hands of ukulele players worldwide. The
pairing of the song with the ukulele feels
almost inevitable. The instrument’s gentle,
unassuming tone mirrors the song’s lyrical



simplicity,  making  Moldy  Peaches
Anyone Else But You Ukulele  a search
query that represents a rite of passage for
many beginner musicians.

This  article  is  your  complete  guide  to
understanding  why  this  song  and  this
instrument  are  a  match  made  in  indie
heaven. We will explore the history of the
track, break down why the ukulele is the
perfect vehicle for its message, provide a
practical guide for learning the chords, and
examine the song’s lasting cultural impact.
Whether you are a seasoned player looking
for  a  nostalgic  strum  or  a  complete
beginner  picking  up  a  ukulele  for  the  first
time,  the  journey  into  this  song  is  as
rewarding as it is simple.

The Story Behind
“Anyone Else But You”

The Moldy Peaches: Lo-Fi
Pioneers

To  understand  the  song,  you  must  first
understand the band.  The Moldy Peaches
were an anti-folk duo from New York City,
consisting  of  Adam  Green  and  Kimya
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Dawson. Their music was defined by its lo-fi
production,  childlike  melodies,  and  lyrics
that  were  painfully  honest,  often  veering
into the absurd. They weren’t trying to be
polished; they were trying to be real. This
authenticity resonated deeply with listeners
tired  of  overproduced  pop.  The  band
became a staple of  the early 2000s New
York  underground  scene,  influencing
countless artists who valued sincerity over
slickness.

A Duet of Imperfect Love

“Anyone Else But You” is the quintessential
Moldy Peaches track. It is a back-and-forth
duet where two people list  all  the things
they  dislike  about  the  world  and  about
themselves,  only  to  conclude  that  they
wouldn’t  want  to  face  it  all  with  anyone
else. The lyrics are simple and repetitive,
but  that  is  precisely  the point.  Lines  like
“You’re a part  time lover and a full  time
friend” and “The monkey’s on your back,
the last time that we met” paint a picture of
a relationship that is far from perfect, yet
deeply necessary. The song’s genius lies in
i ts  abi l i ty  to  make  mundanity  feel
monumental.  It  is  a love song for  people
who are a little bit broken, finding solace in
shared awkwardness.



Why the Ukulele is the
Perfect Instrument for
This Song

Instrumental Simplicity Mirrors
Lyrical Innocence

The original recording of “Anyone Else But
You”  is  not  ukulele-heavy;  the  original
album  version  features  a  simple  drum
machine, guitar, and vocals. However, the
acoustic,  stripped-back  covers  that
emerged  after  *Juno*  almost  universally
gravitated toward the ukulele.  There is  a
compelling reason for this. The ukulele has
a  sonic  quality  that  is  inherently  non-
threatening  and  joyful.  It  lacks  the
aggressive  attack  of  a  steel-string  guitar.
When you play Moldy Peaches Anyone
Else But You on ukulele, the instrument’s
warmth softens the song’s  cynical  edges,
highlighting the tenderness at its core. The
ukulele’s  limited  dynamic  range  actually
works in the song’s favor,  preventing the
performance  from  becoming  overly
dramatic  and keeping  it  grounded in  the
intimate,  bedroom-recording  feel  of  the
original.
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Accessibility for Beginners

Another  major  reason  for  this  pairing  is
accessibility. “Anyone Else But You” is one
of the easiest songs to learn on the ukulele.
The chord progression is remarkably simple,
often requiring only two or three chords for
the  entire  song.  This  makes  it  an  ideal
learning vehicle for beginners. When a new
player  searches  for  Moldy  Peaches
Anyone Else But You Ukulele chords,
they  are  often  looking  for  their  first  “real”
song to play for someone. The low barrier to
entry  means  that  within  minutes,  a
complete novice can be strumming along
and singing.  This  immediate  gratification  is
a  powerful  motivator  and  is  a  primary
reason why the song has become a staple
in ukulele communities.

How to Play “Anyone
Else But You” on
Ukulele

The Core Chord Progression

Let’s get down to the practical  elements.
The  most  common  way  to  play  Moldy
Peaches  Anyone  Else  But  You  on



Ukulele involves a very simple, repeating
chord  structure.  While  different  versions
exist (and the original song modulates up in
key), the easiest and most popular version
for  ukulele  uses  just  two  chords  for  the
verses and a third for the transition.

The essential chords you need to know are:

C Major: This is the foundational
chord. It is often the first chord any
ukulele player learns. Place your ring
finger on the third fret of the bottom
string (A string). The other strings are
played open.
G Major: This chord can be a little
trickier for beginners, but it is
essential. Place your index finger on
the second fret of the third string (C
string), your ring finger on the third
fret of the second string (E string),
and your middle finger on the second
fret of the top string (A string).
F Major: This chord is used as a
passing chord in some versions. Place
your index finger on the first fret of
the second string (E string) and your
middle finger on the second fret of
the top string (A string).
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The Strumming Pattern

The  beauty  of  this  song  is  that  the
strumming  pattern  does  not  need  to  be
complex. A simple, steady down-up-down-
up strum works perfectly.  You are aiming
for a gentle, loping rhythm. Think of it like a
hear tbeat .  You  do  not  need  to  be
aggressive. In fact, the quieter you play, the
more  it  fits  the  mood  of  the  song.  As  you
practice Moldy Peaches Anyone Else But
You on Ukulele, focus on consistency over
speed. The song is meant to feel a little lazy
and relaxed.

Step-by-Step Breakdown

Tune Your Ukulele: Ensure your1.
ukulele is in standard G-C-E-A tuning.
Practice the Chords: Spend a few2.
minutes moving between C and G.
Strum each chord once to ensure all
notes ring out clearly.
Start the Verse: The verse typically3.
follows a pattern of C, G, C, G. Strum
each chord for four beats (a slow
count of 1-2-3-4).
Sing the Melody: The vocal melody4.
is almost entirely monotone, rising
and falling only slightly. This makes it
very easy to sing while playing. Start



with the line, “You’re a part time lover
and a full time friend.”
The Key Change: The original song5.
shifts up a whole step near the end.
To keep it simple, many ukulele
players simply repeat the same C and
G progression. This is perfectly
acceptable for a casual performance.
The Ending: The song ends on a6.
single, sustained strum of the C
chord. Let it ring out and fade
naturally.

The Cultural Impact
and Enduring Legacy

The *Juno* Effect

It is impossible to discuss the popularity of
this  song  without  discussing  *Juno*.  The
2007  film,  starring  Michael  Cera  and  Ellen
Page,  featured  a  scene  where  the  two
characters sing the song together on a front
porch. It was a perfect moment of awkward,
adolescent intimacy. The scene went viral
(in the pre-YouTube-saturation sense of the
word)  and  became  iconic.  Suddenly,
everyone wanted to learn Moldy Peaches
Anyone Else But You on Ukulele.  The
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soundtrack  for  the  film,  which  heavily
featured Kimya Dawson’s solo work and The
Moldy  Peaches,  became  a  massive  hit,
selling  over  a  million  copies.  The  song’s
popularity transcended the indie scene and
entered the mainstream consciousness.

A Modern Anthem for Connection

In the decades since, the song has taken on
a life of its own. It has become a staple at
summer  camps,  coffeehouse  open  mics,
and  wedding  receptions  for  couples  who
prefer  a  quirky,  low-key  first  dance.  In  the
age  of  social  media,  the  song  has  seen
multiple  revivals  on  platforms like  TikTok
and Instagram Reels, where couples strum
the chords while lip-syncing or singing to
each other. The search for Moldy Peaches
Anyone Else But You Ukulele tutorial
remains  consistently  popular,  indicating
that  each  new  generation  discovers  the
song and feels compelled to learn it. This
enduring  appeal  suggests  that  the  song
taps into a universal desire for unpolished,
genuine connection in  a  world  that  often
feels overly curated.



Tips for Mastering the
Song on Ukulele

Focus on Dynamics

Even though the chords are simple, you can
make your performance of Moldy Peaches
Anyone Else But You on Ukulele sound
professional  by  paying  attention  to
dynamics. Play the verses softly, almost like
a whisper. If you feel comfortable, you can
strum a little harder on the chorus or the
final repetition. This gives the song a sense
of motion and prevents it from feeling flat.

Sing with Confidence, Not
Perfection

One of the biggest hurdles for beginners is
singing while playing. Do not worry about
hitting every note perfectly. Kimya Dawson
and Adam Green are not known for their
polished vocal prowess; they are known for
their  raw  emotion.  Embrace  your  natural
voice. If you hit a wrong note, keep going.
The  authenticity  of  the  performance
matters far more than technical accuracy.
This  is  a  song about  imperfection,  so  let
your performance reflect that.
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Experiment with Fingerpicking

Once  you  have  mastered  the  basic
strumming  pattern,  try  fingerpicking  the
chords.  A  simple  arpeggio  (plucking  the
strings one at a time from the top string
down) can give the song a delicate, lullaby-
like quality. This is a great variation if you
are playing for a small, quiet audience. The
Moldy  Peaches  Anyone  Else  But  You
Ukulele  fingerstyle  approach  is  a
fantastic way to develop your picking hand
coordination.

Practice the Transition

The most common difficulty for beginners is
the  transition  from G  to  C.  Practice  this
movement  slowly.  Keep  your  fingers  close
to the strings so you are not making large,
inefficient  movements.  With  repetition,  the
muscle memory will kick in, and you will be
able  to  switch  chords  without  looking  at
your fretting hand.

Beyond the Basics:
Adding Your Own Flair



Creating a Unique Arrangement

Once you are comfortable with the standard
version,  feel  free to experiment.  You can
change the strumming pattern to a calypso
rhythm (down, down-up, up-down-up) for a
more upbeat feel. You can add a percussive
slap  on  the  ukulele  body  between  chord
changes. You can even change the key to
better  suit  your vocal  range.  The goal  of
learning Moldy Peaches Anyone Else But
You  on  Ukulele  is  not  to  replicate  the
original  perfectly,  but  to  make  the  song
your  own.  The simplicity  of  the  structure
provides  a  perfect  canvas  for  creative
interpretation.

Playing as a Duet

The song is written as a duet, and it works
best when performed with another person.
If you have a friend who also plays ukulele,
take turns singing the verses. One person
can  play  the  chords  while  the  other
fingerpicks.  The  interplay  between  the  two
voices is what makes the song so special. If
you are a solo performer, you can sing both
parts, switching your vocal tone


