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Star Trek Memorabilia Price Guide

Beam Up Your Collection: Navigating the Star Trek
Memorabilia Price Guide

For over five decades, Star Trek has inspired generations of fans with its vision of a
hopeful future, exploration, and complex characters. This enduring legacy has created a
vibrant and diverse market for collectibles, from mass-produced toys to one-of-a-kind
screen-used  props.  Whether  you  are  a  seasoned  collector  or  a  curious  newcomer,
understanding  the  Star  Trek  Memorabilia  Price  Guide  is  essential  for  making
informed purchases and assessing the value of your own prized possessions. The market
is as vast as the galaxy itself, encompassing everything from original series props to
modern merchandise from Star Trek: Discovery and Strange New Worlds. This guide will
help you navigate the final frontier of collecting, offering insights into what drives value
and where to find hidden treasures.

What Makes Star Trek Memorabilia Valuable?

Several key factors determine the worth of any Star Trek collectible. Understanding
these elements is  the first  step in using any Star Trek Memorabilia Price Guide
effectively.  Rarity,  condition,  provenance,  and  demand  all  play  critical  roles  in
establishing  a  fair  market  price.

Rarity and Production Numbers

Items produced in limited quantities naturally command higher prices. This is especially
true for early merchandise from the 1960s and 1970s. For example, the original Mego 8-
inch action figures from the 1970s are highly sought after, particularly if they still have
their original packaging. Similarly, convention-exclusive items or limited-edition statues
from companies like Art Asylum or Diamond Select often appreciate in value over time.

Condition and Completeness

In the world of collectibles, condition is king. A mint-in-box (MIB) item can be worth
several times more than the same item without packaging or with visible wear. Grading
systems, often used for cards and comics, also apply here. A toy with all its original
accessories,  instructions,  and  intact  packaging  will  consistently  outperform a  loose,
incomplete  example.  For  props  and  costumes,  any  damage  or  restoration  must  be
carefully documented, as it can significantly affect the value.

Provenance

The item’s history, or provenance, can dramatically increase its value. A phaser that was
actually used by William Shatner on set is worth far more than a hero prop that was
never seen on screen. Authenticity certificates from reputable dealers or auction houses,
like Propstore or Heritage Auctions, add significant weight and justification to a high
price tag. Screen-matched items, which can be linked to specific scenes, are the holy
grail for serious collectors.

Authenticity and Certification

With high-value items, authentication is non-negotiable. Beware of reproductions and
counterfeit props, which unfortunately exist in the market. When consulting a Star Trek
Memorabilia Price Guide, always check if the listed prices are for authentic, certified
pieces.  Reputable  sellers  will  provide  letters  of  authenticity  (LOA)  from recognized
experts or production sources.

Key Categories in the Star Trek Memorabilia Market

The Star Trek collectibles market can be broadly divided into several categories, each
with its own pricing dynamics. Understanding these categories will help you refine your
search and budget.

Toys and Action Figures

This is the most accessible entry point for many collectors. Prices range from a few
dollars for  common modern figures to hundreds or thousands of  dollars for  vintage
pieces.

Vintage (1970s-1980s): Mego figures, Remco Rolex watches, and early LJN
models are popular. A complete Mego Star Trek: The Motion Picture figure in good
condition can fetch between $150 and $400.
Modern (1990s-present): Playmates Toys produced a massive line in the 1990s.
While most are common, rare variants and Deep Space Nine figures can be
valuable. A mint condition Next Generation figure from the first wave might be
worth $20-$50 today.
Premium Statues: Companies like Sideshow Collectibles and Chronicle Studios
produce high-end polystone statues. These can range from $400 to over $2,000,
depending on size and edition size.



Autographs and Signed Memorabilia

Autographs are a cornerstone of the Star Trek collecting community. Signed photos,
scripts, and action figures are always in demand.

Key Signatures: Signatures from the original series cast (William Shatner, Leonard
Nimoy, DeForest Kelley) command a premium. A signed 8x10 photo of Nimoy as
Spock can be valued between $200 and $500, with certified signatures being worth
more.
Inscription Value: An autograph that includes a personal inscription ("To Mike,
Live Long and Prosper") can increase the value, particularly if the inscription is
unique or addresses a specific fandom moment.
Authenticated vs. Private Signings: Signatures obtained through reputable
authentication services like PSA/DNA or JSA are generally worth more than
unsigned items or those with questionable provenance.

Screen-Used Props and Costumes

This is  the high-end of any Star Trek Memorabilia Price Guide.  These items are
typically sold at specialized auctions and can command five, six, or even seven-figure
prices.

Phasers and Communicators: A hero phaser from The Original Series sold in
2022 for over $200,000. The Next Generation phaser rifles are also highly sought
after, often selling for $10,000-$30,000.
Costumes and Uniforms: A screen-worn uniform from a lead cast member can be
worth $20,000 to $50,000. The iconic miniskirt uniforms are among the most
collectible.
Starship Models: Filming miniatures used for special effects are incredibly rare.
The original USS Enterprise model from the 1960s is priceless, but other filming
models can sell for hundreds of thousands of dollars.

Books, Comics, and Magazines

While often overlooked, printed materials form a rich area for collectors. First editions,
signed copies, and rare magazines have steady demand.

First Edition Novels: The first Star Trek novel published by Bantam Books in 1967
can be worth $100-$300 in fine condition.
Vintage Comics: Gold Key comics from the late 1960s are popular. Issue #1 in
good condition can be worth over $200.
Fan Magazines: Fanzines from the 1970s, particularly those featuring early fan
fiction or behind-the-scenes photos, are becoming increasingly collectible and can
fetch $50-$150 each.

How to Use a Star Trek Memorabilia Price Guide

Effectively

A Star Trek Memorabilia Price Guide  is  an invaluable tool,  but it  must be used
correctly. Prices are not static and can fluctuate based on market trends, recent sales,
and collector interest.

Consult Multiple Sources: Don't rely on a single price guide. Cross-reference1.
values from online marketplaces (eBay sold listings), auction results (Heritage,
Propstore), and printed collector guides.
Adjust for Condition: A guide might list a price for an item in "good" condition,2.
but if you find one in "excellent" condition with original packaging, expect to pay a
premium. Conversely, damaged items may sell for 50-70% less than the guide price.
Track Recent Sales: The most accurate pricing comes from recently completed3.
sales, not asking prices. Look for "sold" listings on platforms like eBay to gauge
real-world demand.
Understand the Market Segment: A price guide for toys will be very different4.
from one for high-end props. Make sure you are using the appropriate guide for
your area of interest.

Where to Buy and Sell Star Trek Memorabilia

Finding the right platform is crucial for both buyers and sellers. Each venue has its own
advantages and disadvantages regarding pricing, fees, and buyer protection.

Online Auctions and Marketplaces

eBay remains the largest and most accessible marketplace for Star Trek collectibles. It
offers a vast selection, from $5 keychains to rare auction lots.  However, it  requires
careful vetting of sellers and items. Other platforms like WorthPoint and specialized
Facebook groups offer community-driven sales with more niche focus.

Specialized Collectible Shows and Conventions

Events like Star Trek Las Vegas (now Star Trek Mission) and large comic conventions
(SDCC, NYCC) are excellent places to examine items in person. You can negotiate prices
directly with dealers and often find items that are not listed online. However, prices at
conventions can be higher due to overhead costs.

Major Auction Houses

For high-value props and costumes, auction houses like Heritage Auctions, Propstore,
and Julien’s Auctions are the gold standard. They provide professional authentication,
detailed descriptions, and global exposure. Consigning an item here can achieve the best
possible price, but seller commissions can be 15-25%.
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Trends Shaping the Star Trek Collectibles Market

The market  is  not  static.  Several  recent  trends are influencing prices and collector
behavior.

Resurgence of Classic Series: The debut of Strange New Worlds has re-ignited
interest in the original 1960s aesthetic. Props and costumes from the pre-Kelvin
Timeline are seeing a price increase.
Digital Collectibles: NFTs and digital merchandise have entered the space,
though they remain a niche segment. Physical items still dominate the high-value
market.
Women in Star Trek: Items related to iconic female characters like Uhura,
Janeway, and Burnham are becoming increasingly valuable as the fandom
recognizes their importance.
The Vintage Boom: A general nostalgia for 20th-century pop culture has boosted
prices for 1970s and 1980s Star Trek merchandise, particularly toys and

lunchboxes.

Conclusion: Engaging with the Final Frontier of
Collecting

Navigating the Star Trek Memorabilia Price Guide is a journey of discovery, patience,
and passion. The market is diverse, offering opportunities for every budget, from the
casual fan to the serious investor. Whether you are hunting for a vintage Mego figure, a
signed script  from The Next  Generation,  or  a  screen-used phaser  from the original
Enterprise, knowledge is your greatest asset.

Remember that a price guide is a starting point, not a final verdict. The true value of any
collectible  lies  in  the  joy  it  brings  to  the  collector.  By  staying  informed,  verifying
authenticity, and buying what you love, you can build a collection that is both personally
meaningful and financially sound. As Spock would say, "Live long and prosper" — and
happy collecting.


