
Jaco Pastorius Bass Method With Cd
By Ray Peterson

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by Shyanne & Cassius
• Explore the unseen. • Page 1

Jaco Pastorius Bass
Method With Cd By
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Introduction: Why the Jaco
Pastorius Bass Method with
CD by Ray Peterson Matters

Few figures in music history have reshaped an
instrument  as  profoundly  as  Jaco  Pastorius
redefined the electric bass. With his fretless
Fender  Jazz,  soaring  harmonics,  and
revolutionary  approach  to  harmony  and
rhythm, Jaco didn’t just play bass—he made it
sing,  lead,  and  command  the  stage.  For
decades, musicians have sought to understand
his techniques, his phrasing, and his unique
voice. That is where the Jaco Pastorius Bass
Method With Cd By Ray Peterson becomes
indispensable.  This  comprehensive  resource,
meticulously  crafted  by  renowned  educator
and bassist Ray Peterson, offers an authentic,
step-by-step journey into Jaco’s world. Unlike
scattered  online  tutorials  or  transcriptions,



t h i s  me thod  book—pa i red  w i th  an
accompanying  CD—provides  a  structured
curriculum that respects Jaco’s genius while
making  it  accessible.  Whether  you  are  an
aspiring bassist or a seasoned player looking
to expand your vocabulary, this method is a
gateway  to  mastering  the  vocabulary  of  a
legend.

Understanding the Jaco
Pastorius Bass Method

Who Was Jaco Pastorius?

Jaco Pastorius (1951–1987) was an American
jazz  bassist,  composer,  and bandleader  who
changed  the  landscape  of  modern  bass
playing. He pioneered the use of the fretless
bass as a lead instrument, introduced chordal
playing and artificial  harmonics  to  the bass
vocabulary,  and  brought  a  harmonic
complexity previously associated with pianists
and guitarists. His work with Weather Report
and his solo albums like Heavy Weather and
Invitation  remain  touchstones.  Jaco’s
technique—from the fluid slides on his fretless
to the percussive slap-like sounds he created
without picks—demands a dedicated method
to learn properly.
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Why a Dedicated Method?

Many  bassists  try  to  learn  Jaco’s  style  by
imitat ing  his  solos  or  watching  l ive
performances. However, without a structured
approach,  they  often  miss  the  foundational
techniques that  underpin his  improvisations.
The Jaco Pastorius Bass Method With Cd
By  Ray  Peterson  solves  this  problem  by
breaking  down  complex  concepts  into
manageable lessons. It covers everything from
basic fretless intonation to advanced harmonic
theory,  all  contextualized  within  Jaco’s  own
compositions and iconic lines.

The Role of Ray Peterson

Ray  Peterson  is  a  highly  respected  bass
educator, author, and performer with decades
of experience. He has studied Jaco’s playing
extensively,  not  just  as  a  fan  but  as  a
pedagogue.  Peterson’s  previous  works,
including  his  instructional  books  for  Hal
Leonard,  are  known  for  their  clarity  and
accuracy. In this method, he collaborates with
the Pastorius estate to present transcriptions
and  exercises  that  are  faithful  to  Jaco’s
original  intent.  The  accompanying  CD—now
often available as a digital download in newer
editions—features  demonstration  tracks  and
play-along backing, allowing students to hear



exactly how each exercise should sound.

What’s Inside the Jaco
Pastorius Bass Method with
CD by Ray Peterson

Step-by-Step Progressive Lessons

The book is organized in a logical progression.
Early chapters focus on hand position, muting
techniques, and basic fretless bowing (using
the right hand for pizzicato). As the method
advances, it introduces harmonics, arpeggios,
and walking lines. Each lesson builds on the
previous one, ensuring that students develop a
solid foundation before tackling Jaco’s  more
difficult material.

Right-Hand Technique: Peterson
emphasizes the importance of the
floating thumb and fingerstyle
alternation.
Left-Hand Mechanics: Detailed
exercises for achieving perfect intonation
without frets.
Rhythm & Groove: Syncopation
examples inspired by Jaco’s work with
Weather Report.
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Authentic Transcriptions of Jaco’s
Masterpieces

One of the most valuable components is the
inclusion of complete transcriptions of Jaco’s
signature tunes. You will find:

“Portrait of Tracy” – the definitive1.
lesson in artificial harmonics and chordal
playing on bass.
“Teen Town” – a masterclass in rapid,2.
syncopated 16th-note lines and melodic
soloing.
“Donna Lee” – a bebop head that Jaco3.
turned into a bass tour de force.
“Havona” – showcasing his lyrical,4.
harmonically rich improvisation.

Each  transcription  includes  fingerings,
suggested tempo, and stylistic notes. The CD
provides full demonstrations of every exercise
and  piece,  so  you  can  hear  the  nuance  of
Peterson’s performance and then play along.

Play-Along Tracks and Audio
Demonstrations

The CD (or downloadable audio) is not merely
an afterthought—it is integral to the method.
Each track corresponds to a specific exercise
or song section. Some tracks feature bass-only



demonstrations;  others  provide  backing
accompaniment (drums, piano, bass) for you to
solo  over.  This  real-time  feedback  loop  is
crucial for developing your ear and time feel.
For example, the play-along version of “Teen
Town” strips away the bass line, leaving just
the drum pattern (a Jaco-inspired groove) so
you can practice improvisation.

Key Techniques Covered in
the Method

Fretless Bass Technique

Jaco’s fretless playing is the hallmark of his
sound.  The  method  devotes  significant
attention  to:

Intonation: Peterson provides exercises
using drones and harmonic references to
train your ear.
Slides and Glissandos: How to execute
smooth, expressive slides without losing
pitch.
Vibrato: Both wide and narrow vibrato
techniques for emotional phrasing.
Muting: Essential for eliminating
unwanted string noise on a fretless
instrument.
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Harmonic Mastery

Jaco  famously  used  artificial  harmonics  to
create chords and melodies that sounded like
a harp or piano. The method teaches:

Natural harmonics: Playing harmonics
at the 12th, 7th, and 5th frets (positions)
and using them in melodic contexts.
Artificial harmonics (the “octave”
technique): This is the core of “Portrait
of Tracy.” Peterson explains the hand
position (fretted note with left hand,
harmonic with right hand) and gives
exercises to develop consistency.
Chordal harmonics: Combining
multiple artificial harmonics to produce
rich chord voicings.

Rhythmic and Groove Concepts

Beyond  harmonics,  Jaco  was  a  phenomenal
rhythm player. Peterson breaks down:

Syncopation: Jaco’s use of off-beat
accents and ghost notes to create driving
funk lines.
Walking bass: How Jaco transformed
traditional walking lines by adding
chromatic approaches and leaps.
Slap and pop elements: Though



fretless, Jaco’s percussive thumb
technique influenced later slap players.
The method includes exercises for
combining thumb attacks with fretless
slides.

Solo Bass Playing

Perhaps the most challenging aspect of Jaco’s
style is his ability to play complete solo pieces
without accompaniment. The method includes:

Chord melody arrangements: How to
voice chords across the fretboard while
maintaining a bass line.
Melodic arpeggiation: Playing the
chords of a progression as a flowing
melody.
Double stops and partial chords:
Using two or three notes simultaneously.

Who Should Use This Book?

The Jaco Pastorius Bass Method With Cd
By  Ray  Peterson  is  designed  for  a  broad
audience,  but  it  is  most  effective  for
intermediate to advanced bassists. Beginners
with a solid grasp of basic technique may also
benefit, provided they are patient. The method
assumes you can read standard notation and
tablature,  and  that  you  have  a  working
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knowledge of  your instrument.  If  you are a
complete novice, it is advisable to first work
through  a  general  bass  method  like  Hal
Leonard  Bass  Method  before  tackling  this
book.

However,  even  advanced  players  will  find
value.  Many  professional  bassists  use  this
resource to refine their harmonics or to learn
Jaco’s phrasing nuances. The play-along tracks
are  useful  for  any  level  because  they  build
rhythmic  accuracy  and  improvisational
confidence.

How This Method Differs
from Other Jaco Resources

There are several Jaco Pastorius transcription
books  and online  lessons  available,  but  few
offer  the  pedagogical  structure  and  audio
support found here. Most transcription books
only provide the music, leaving you to figure
out  fingering  and  interpretation.  Peterson’s
method  includes  explicit  exercises  that
develop the techniques required to play those
transcriptions.  Additionally,  the  CD elevates
the  learning  experience—many  other  books
lack  audio  or  provide  only  low-quality
recordings .  This  method’s  audio  i s
professionally produced and well-mixed.



Another unique aspect is that Peterson often
includes  variations  and  exercises  that  Jaco
himself used in practice, based on interviews
and  historical  recordings.  This  insider
perspective gives the method authenticity that
generic instructional materials cannot match.

Tips for Getting the Most
Out of the Jaco Pastorius
Bass Method with CD

Listen before you play: Start by
listening to the CD tracks all the way
through without your bass. Familiarize
yourself with the sound and feel of each
exercise.
Use a metronome: Jaco had impeccable
time. Use the play-along tracks as a
rhythmic guide, but also practice with a
metronome to internalize the pulse.
Focus on harmonics early: Many
students get frustrated with artificial
harmonics. Use Peterson’s hand-position
drills for 5-10 minutes each day;
progress will come.
Record yourself: Compare your playing
to the CD examples. Notice intonation
discrepancies and adjust your finger
placement.
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Break down solos: When learning a
piece like “Teen Town,” work on 2-bar
phrases slowly. Gradually increase
tempo.
Apply the concepts to your own
music: The goal is not just to mimic Jaco,
but to internalize his vocabulary so you
can create your own lines. After
mastering a technique, improvise with it
over a simple blues or ii-V-I progression.

Conclusion: Embracing the
Jaco Philosophy

The Jaco Pastorius Bass Method With Cd
By Ray Peterson is more than a book—it is a
pilgrimage  into  the  mind  of  one  of  music’s
most  innovative  artists.  Ray  Peterson  has
crafted a resource that respects Jaco’s genius
while  providing a clear,  actionable roadmap
for bassists of all levels. By working through
the  exercises,  transcriptions,  and  play-along
tracks, you will develop a command of fretless
technique,


