
Ford Taurus Brake Line Diagram

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by Nelson & Rodney • Knowledge is power. • Page 1

Ford Taurus Brake Line Diagram

Understanding the Ford
Taurus Brake Line
System: A Complete
Guide to Routing,
Diagrams, and Repairs

When it comes to maintaining a Ford Taurus,
few systems are as critical as the braking

system. The brake lines are the arteries of
your vehicle's stopping power, carrying
hydraulic fluid from the master cylinder to
each wheel. Understanding the Ford Taurus
brake line diagram is not just a skill for
professional mechanics; it is valuable
knowledge for any owner who wants to keep
their car safe, reliable, and roadworthy. This
comprehensive guide will walk you through
everything you need to know about the brake



line layout, common issues, replacement
procedures, and how to interpret the diagrams
that map out this essential system.

The Ford Taurus has gone through multiple
generations since its introduction in 1986, and
each generation has its own unique brake line
routing. Whether you own a 1996 model, a
2005 Taurus,  or  a  later  version,  the
fundamental principles remain the same, but
the specific paths the lines take can vary
significantly. By the end of this article, you
will have a thorough understanding of how the
brake lines are arranged, what to look for
when inspecting them, and how to approach
repairs with confidence.

Why Understanding
Your Brake Line
Diagram Matters

Brake lines are made of steel tubing that runs
along the underside of your vehicle,
connecting the master cylinder to the brake
hoses at each wheel. Over time, these lines are
exposed to road salt, moisture, debris, and
physical damage. Rust and corrosion are the
leading causes of brake line failure, and when
a line ruptures, you lose braking pressure to
one or more wheels. Having a solid grasp of
the Ford Taurus brake line diagram allows you
to identify which line goes where, understand
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the routing, and perform inspections or
replacements accurately.

Another reason to familiarize yourself with
the brake line layout is that it helps you
diagnose problems more effectively. For
example, if you notice a puddle of brake fluid
near the rear of the car, the diagram can help
you determine whether the issue is likely with
the rear flex hose, the junction block, or the
steel  l ines running to the back. This
knowledge saves time, reduces guesswork, and
can prevent unnecessary part replacements.

Overview of the Ford
Taurus Brake System

The Ford Taurus uses a split-diagonal braking
system, also known as a dual-circuit system.
This design divides the brake system into two
separate hydraulic circuits. In most Taurus
models, the front left and rear right brakes are
on one circuit, while the front right and rear
left are on the other. This ensures that if one
circuit fails due to a leak or line rupture, you
still have braking ability on two wheels,
providing a margin of safety.

The key components of the brake line system
include:



Master Cylinder – Converts brake
pedal force into hydraulic pressure.
Brake Lines (Steel Tubing) – Carry
fluid from the master cylinder to the
wheels.
Brake Hoses (Flexible Rubber) –
Connect the steel lines to the calipers or
wheel cylinders, allowing for
suspension movement.
Proportioning Valve – Regulates
pressure to the rear brakes to prevent
locking.
Junction Blocks or Combination
Valve – Distribute fluid to different
circuits and may include a pressure
differential switch for the brake
warning light.

ABS Hydraulic Control Unit – Found
on models equipped with anti-lock
brakes, this unit modulates pressure
during hard stops.

Understanding how these components connect
is the foundation of reading any Ford Taurus
brake line diagram.

Interpreting a Typical
Ford Taurus Brake Line
Diagram

A brake line diagram for the Ford Taurus
typically shows the routing of the steel lines
from the master cylinder to each wheel. The
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diagram uses labels to identify which line goes
to which circuit, and it often includes
dimensions for line length and fitting types.
Here is what you can expect to see in a
standard diagram:

Master Cylinder Ports – Usually
labeled with letters such as A, B, C, or
numbers. The diagram shows which
port feeds which circuit.
Line Routing Paths – Dashed or solid
lines indicating the path each brake line
takes along the chassis. These paths
show where the lines are secured with
clips or brackets.
Junction Blocks – Points where the
main lines split to go to individual

wheels.
Flex Hose Connections – Indicate
where the steel lines transition to
rubber hoses at the wheels.
ABS Module Connections – For
vehicles with ABS, the diagram shows
how the lines enter and exit the
hydraulic control unit.

Generation-Specific Routing
Differences

The Ford Taurus has undergone several
redesigns, and each generation has subtle
differences in brake line routing. The third
generation (1996–1999) and fourth generation
(2000–2007) are among the most common on



the road today. In the 1996 to 1999 models,
the brake lines often run along the driver side
frame rail and cross over near the rear axle.
The 2000 to 2007 models have a more
complex routing due to the addition of
standard ABS on many trims. Later models,
such as the 2008 to 2019 Taurus, incorporate
electronic stability control and more advanced
ABS systems, which add additional lines and
sensors.

When consulting a Ford Taurus brake line
diagram, always verify that it matches the
specific year and trim level of your vehicle. A
diagram for a 1998 model will not be accurate
for a 2010 model, and a diagram for a base
model without ABS will look different from

one with the optional anti-lock system.

Common Brake Line
Problems on the Ford
Taurus

Ford Taurus owners often encounter several
recurring issues with brake lines. Recognizing
these problems early can prevent more costly
repairs and ensure safety.

Rust and Corrosion

This is by far the most common issue. The
steel brake lines run close to the underbody
and are exposed to road salt, moisture, and
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grime. Over time, especially in northern
climates where salt is used heavily, the lines
can rust from the outside in. Pinhole leaks
develop, leading to fluid loss and a soft or
sinking brake pedal. The most vulnerable
areas are near the rear axle and around the
fuel tank, where moisture tends to accumulate.

Line Chafing

Brake lines that rub against other components,
such as the fuel lines, frame rails, or
suspension parts, can wear through over time.
This is often caused by loose mounting clips
or improper routing after a previous repair.
Chafing can create a leak that is difficult to
spot until the pedal goes to the floor.

ABS Module Issues

On Taurus models equipped with ABS, the
hydraulic control unit can develop internal
leaks or blockages. While this is not a brake
line issue per se, the lines connecting to the
module are prone to corrosion at the fittings.
Seized fittings can make removal and
replacement extremely challenging.

Flex Hose Deterioration

The rubber brake hoses at each wheel can
crack, swell, or collapse internally. A
collapsed hose can cause a caliper to stick or
drag, leading to uneven braking and premature
pad wear. The hoses are also a common point



for external leaks.

How to Inspect Your
Ford Taurus Brake Lines

Performing a visual inspection of your brake
lines is something you can do with the vehicle
safely lifted and supported on jack stands.
Here is a step-by-step guide:

Raise the vehicle – Use a floor jack1.
and place jack stands under the frame
rails. Never rely on a jack alone.
Locate the master cylinder – Follow2.
the lines from the master cylinder
downward. Look for any signs of

wetness, discoloration, or corrosion.
Trace each line – Follow each steel3.
line along its path. Use a flashlight to
inspect the full length. Pay special
attention to areas where the lines are
clipped to the frame or pass near the
fuel tank.
Check the fittings – Look at the4.
connections at the master cylinder,
ABS module, proportioning valve, and
flex hoses. Flare nut fittings can corrode
and become brittle.
Inspect the flex hoses – Squeeze the5.
rubber hoses to check for cracks or
bulges. Rotate the steering wheel fully
to inspect the front hoses through the
full range of motion.
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Look for leaks – Any sign of brake6.
fluid on the lines, fittings, or hoses
indicates a problem. Brake fluid is clear
to amber and feels slightly oily.

If you find corrosion, pitting, or any wetness,
it is wise to plan for replacement. Even
surface rust that has not yet leaked can be a
warning sign that failure is coming.

Replacing Brake Lines
on a Ford Taurus

Replacing brake lines on a Ford Taurus is a
job that requires patience, the right tools, and
attention to detail. While it is possible to do

this at home, it is important to understand the
complexity involved. Here is an overview of
the process.

Tools and Materials Needed

Pre-bent brake line sets or bulk steel
lines (usually 3/16-inch tubing with
double flare ends)
Flare nut wrenches (metric and
standard)
Tube cutter
Double flaring tool kit
Brake line bender
New brass fittings and unions as needed
Brake fluid (DOT 3 or DOT 4 as
specified for your model)



Line wrench set
Jack and jack stands
Penetrating oil

Step-by-Step Replacement
Procedure

Safety first – Disconnect the negative1.
battery terminal. Place wheel chocks on
the rear wheels if lifting the front, and
vice versa.
Drain the brake fluid – Use a turkey2.
baster or fluid extractor to remove as
much fluid as possible from the master
cylinder reservoir. This minimizes
spills when disconnecting lines.
Remove the old lines – Starting at the3.

master cylinder, loosen the flare nut
fittings using flare nut wrenches. If
fittings are seized, apply penetrating oil
and let it sit before attempting to turn.
Carefully remove the line from its clips
and brackets, working your way to the
wheel.
Compare with the new line – If you4.
have pre-bent lines, lay them alongside
the old line to verify routing. If you are
bending your own, use the old line as a
template.
Install the new line – Route the new5.
line along the same path as the old one,
securing it with the original clips and
brackets. Ensure the line does not
contact any moving parts or sharp
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edges.
Connect all fittings – Tighten each6.
flare nut to the manufacturer's torque
specification. Over-tightening can
damage the flare.
Bleed the brake system – Starting at7.
the wheel farthest from the master
cylinder (usually the passenger rear),
bleed each brake in sequence until all
air is removed and the pedal is firm.
Check for leaks – Have an assistant8.
press the brake pedal while you inspect
each connection. Any sign of moisture
requires tightening or re-flaring the
line.
Top off the fluid – Refill the master9.
cylinder to the correct level and test

drive the vehicle in a safe area.

Considerations for ABS-Equipped
Models

If your Ford Taurus has ABS, the process is
more involved. The lines that connect to the
ABS hydraulic control unit often have
specialized fittings and may require a scan tool
to bleed the ABS module after replacement.
Some models require a dealer-level scan tool
to cycle the ABS pump and purge air from the
unit. In these cases, it may be advisable to
have  the  b l eed ing  comple t ed  by  a
professional.



Using a Diagram to
Identify Brake Line
Routing Without

Removal

One of the most practical uses of a Ford
Taurus brake line diagram is to determine the
correct routing without having to remove the

old lines first. This is especially helpful if the
lines are severely corroded and break during
removal, or if you are working on a vehicle
that has been partially disassembled. By
studying the diagram, you can identify which
line feeds which wheel, where the junction
blocks are located, and which connections
require special attention.

For example, on many Taurus models, the line
from the master cylinder


