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Bohemian Rhapsody Ukulele Tab

Unlocking the Magic of Bohemian Rhapsody on
Ukulele: A Complete Guide to Tabs and
Techniques

Few songs in the history of popular music have achieved the iconic
status  of  Queen's  Bohemian  Rhapsody.  Written  by  Freddie
Mercury  and  released  in  1975,  this  six-minute  masterpiece  defied
all conventions and became a global phenomenon. Decades later, it
continues to inspire musicians of every skill level, including ukulele
players who want to capture its operatic grandeur on four strings. If
you  have  been  searching  for  a  reliable  Bohemian  Rhapsody
Ukulele Tab, you have come to the right place. This guide will walk
you  through  the  essential  chords,  picking  patterns,  and
performance techniques needed to bring this epic song to life on
your  ukulele.  Whether  you  are  a  beginner  tackling  the  ballad
section or an experienced player ready to take on the hard rock
finale,  this  article  will  provide  everything  you  need  to  master  this
beloved classic.

Why Bohemian Rhapsody Works So Well on

Ukulele

The ukulele is often associated with cheerful,  lighthearted tunes
from Hawaii, but its versatility extends far beyond island rhythms.
The bright, percussive tone of the ukulele lends itself surprisingly
well to the dramatic shifts in mood and tempo that define Bohemian
Rhapsody. From the gentle piano opening to the thunderous guitar
solo, the song's structure is a rollercoaster of emotions, and the
ukulele can handle every twist and turn with charm and character.

When you play the Bohemian Rhapsody Ukulele Tab, you are
not just strumming chords; you are arranging an entire rock opera
for  a  small,  portable  instrument.  This  challenge is  what  makes
learning  the  song  so  rewarding.  The  ukulele  forces  you  to  be
creative  with  dynamics,  fingerpicking,  and  rhythmic  variations,
helping you grow as a musician while having fun with one of the
most celebrated songs ever written.

Before You Start: Tuning and Essential
Equipment



Standard Ukulele Tuning

For the tabs in this guide, your ukulele should be in standard G-C-E-
A tuning. This is the most common tuning for soprano, concert, and
tenor ukuleles. Make sure each string is properly tuned before you
begin, as even slight deviations can make chords sound dissonant.
A clip-on tuner or a tuning app will help you get your instrument
perfectly in tune.

Recommended Ukulele Size

While you can play Bohemian Rhapsody on any ukulele, a concert
or tenor size offers a slightly wider fretboard and fuller sound, which
is helpful for the fingerpicking sections. Soprano ukuleles produce a
brighter,  more  traditional  tone  that  also  works  beautifully,
especially  for  the ballad parts.  Choose the size that  feels  most
comfortable in your hands.

Picks vs. Fingerstyle

Much  of  Bohemian  Rhapsody  benefits  from  fingerpicking  rather
than  strumming,  particularly  during  the  intro  and  the  ballad
sections.  Using  your  thumb  and  index  finger  gives  you  greater
control over dynamics and allows you to pluck individual notes with
precision.  However,  a  soft  felt  pick  can  also  work  well  for  the
strummed choruses. Experiment with both approaches to find what
suits your playing style.

Breaking Down the Bohemian Rhapsody
Ukulele Tab: Section by Section

The song is divided into several distinct sections, each requiring a
different  playing  technique.  Below,  we explore  each  part  in  detail,
including  the  chords,  finger  placements,  and  strumming  patterns
you  need  to  know.

1. The Intro: A Cappella Piano Opening

One of the most recognizable moments in rock music, the intro
begins with Freddie Mercury's solo voice accompanied by a soft
piano. On ukulele, you can recreate this delicate mood with a gentle
fingerpicking  arpeggio.  The  key  here  is  to  play  with  a  light  touch
and let each note ring clearly.

Main chords: Bb, Gm, Cm, F7, Bb
Technique: Pince or arpeggio pattern: thumb on the G
string, then index on C, middle on E, and ring on A. Repeat
slowly and evenly.
Tip: "Is this the real life? Is this just fantasy?" These lines
should feel intimate. Play softly and let the notes breathe.

For the Bohemian Rhapsody Ukulele Tab of this section, focus
on  the  Bb  major  chord.  Place  your  index  finger  on  the  first  fret  of
the A string, your middle finger on the second fret of the C string,
and your ring finger on the third fret of the E string. Strum only the
top  three  strings  or  pluck  them individually  for  that  piano-like
effect.
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2. The Ballad Section: Caught in a Landslide

As the song progresses into the ballad proper, the chords become
more  emotional  and  the  tempo remains  slow and  steady.  This
section is built around a repeating progression that shifts between
major and minor keys, mirroring the lyrical themes of regret and
longing.

Chords used: Eb, Ab, Bb, Cm, Fm, Bb7
Strumming pattern: Down, down-up, down-up. Keep it slow
and consistent.
Key transition: Moving from Eb to Ab requires a quick slide.
Practice this transition until it becomes fluid.

Pay special attention to the line "Mama, just killed a man." The
chord change from Eb to Ab should be smooth, and your strumming
hand should maintain a gentle but steady rhythm. This is where the
ukulele's warm tone really shines, adding a layer of vulnerability to
the performance.

3. The Opera Section: Galileo and Figaro

This is the most complex and playful part of the song, featuring
layered vocals, rapid key changes, and a sense of controlled chaos.
On ukulele, you can capture this energy by alternating between fast
strumming and quick chord changes. Do not worry about playing
every single note from the original arrangement; instead, focus on
the rhythmic feel and the dramatic shifts.

Chords used: F, C, Dm, G, Bb, Eb, A
Strumming pattern: Fast downstrokes on the beat, with

occasional upstrokes for accent.
Technique: Use palm muting on the strings to create a
percussive, almost spoken-word effect during the "Galileo"
phrases.

One of the most fun parts of the Bohemian Rhapsody Ukulele
Tab for the opera section is the rapid succession of chords during
"I'm just a poor boy, nobody loves me." Keep your fret hand relaxed
and  your  changes  small.  You  do  not  need  to  lift  your  fingers  far
from  the  strings,  which  will  help  you  maintain  speed.

4. The Hard Rock Section: Thunderbolt and
Lightning

When  the  song  explodes  into  its  hard  rock  finale,  your  ukulele
playing needs to  become aggressive  and powerful.  Brian  May's
iconic  guitar  riff  is  the  centerpiece  here,  but  you  can  adapt  it  for
ukulele by focusing on power chords and percussive strumming.

Main chords: Eb5, Bb5, C5, A5, F5, G5
Strumming pattern: Heavy downstrokes, with a strong
accent on the first beat of each measure.
Tip: Barre chords are essential here. Practice your barre on
the fifth and sixth frets to build finger strength.

The line "So you think you can stone me and spit in my eye" should
be played with raw energy. Dig your pick or fingers into the strings,
and do not  be afraid to play loudly.  The contrast  between this
section and the earlier ballad is what makes the song so dramatic,
so lean into the aggression.



5. The Outro: Nothing Really Matters

The song ends as it began, with a quiet, reflective piano and vocals.
On ukulele, you should return to the fingerpicking style of the intro,
bringing the performance full circle. The final chord should be held
until the sound fades completely, leaving a sense of resolution and
closure.

Final chords: F, Eb, Bb, Gm, F
Technique: Arpeggio slowly, letting each string ring out. Use
a gradual diminuendo in your picking dynamics.
Emotional delivery: "Nothing really matters, anyone can
see." Play these final lines with tenderness and acceptance.

Complete Chord Chart for Bohemian Rhapsody
Ukulele Tab

To  help  you  practice  efficiently,  here  is  a  consolidated  list  of  the
most  important  chords  used  in  the  song,  along  with  their  finger
positions:

Bb: Index on first fret of A string, middle on second fret of C
string, ring on third fret of E string.
Gm: Index on first fret of E string, middle on second fret of C
string, ring on second fret of A string.
Cm: Index on third fret of A string, middle on third fret of E
string, ring on third fret of C string.
F7: Index on first fret of E string, middle on first fret of G
string, ring on first fret of C string.
Eb: Barre on third fret with index, ring on fifth fret of A string,

middle on fourth fret of C string.
Ab: Barre on first fret with index, ring on third fret of A string,
middle on second fret of E string.
F: Middle on second fret of G string, index on first fret of E
string.
C: Ring on third fret of A string, middle on second fret of C
string.
Dm: Middle on second fret of G string, ring on second fret of
E string, index on first fret of A string.
G: Index on second fret of C string, middle on second fret of E
string, ring on third fret of A string.

If any of these chords feel unfamiliar, practice them individually
before attempting the full song. Muscle memory is your best friend
when learning a complex piece like this.

Strumming Patterns and Rhythmic Nuances

One  of  the  biggest  challenges  when  learning  the  Bohemian
Rhapsody Ukulele Tab is capturing the song's rhythmic diversity.
Each  section  demands  a  different  approach  to  strumming  or
picking.

Ballad Strumming

For the ballad sections, use a slow, deliberate down-up pattern.
Count "1-and-2-and-3-and-4-and" in your head, and make sure your
upstroke lands precisely on the "and." This creates a gentle swing
that mirrors the original piano accompaniment.
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Opera Strumming

The opera section calls for faster, more staccato strumming. Use
short, sharp downstrokes, and keep your hand movement tight. You
want to create a sense of urgency and excitement without letting
the rhythm fall apart.

Rock Strumming

During the hard rock section, switch to heavy downstrokes with
occasional upstrokes for emphasis. Think of your strumming hand
as a drumstick hitting the strings with authority. The power chords
should ring out with full force.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Playing

Bohemian Rhapsody on Ukulele

Even experienced ukulele players can stumble when learning this
song. Here are the most common pitfalls and how to avoid them:

Rushing through transitions: The song has many tempo
changes. Take your time moving from the ballad to the opera
section. Practice with a metronome if needed.
Heavy strumming during the intro: The opening should
be delicate and soft. Save your energy for the rock section
later in the song.
Neglecting dynamics: Bohemian Rhapsody lives and dies
on its dynamic range. Practice playing both softly and loudly
to bring out the emotional contrasts.
Skipping the arpeggios: Simply strum


