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The Delightful Cross: An
Introduction to the Shih Tzu X
Maltese

Finding the perfect canine companion is a journey filled
with excitement and careful consideration, especially when
you are searching for a specific breed or crossbreed in a
particular region. For many families and individuals across
New South Wales, the search for a small, affectionate, and
low-shedding dog often leads them to the enchanting world
of designer crossbreeds. If you have been exploring the
options for a new furry family member, you have likely
encountered the charming mix known as the Shih Tzu X
Maltese. This hybrid, often affectionately called a "Malshi"
or "Shih Tzu Maltese mix," combines the best traits of two
beloved toy breeds. For those specifically searching for
Shih Tzu X Maltese puppies for sale NSW,
understanding the nuances of this cross is essential. This
comprehensive guide will walk you through everything you
need to know about this delightful hybrid, from their
temperament and care requirements to finding a
responsible breeder in New South Wales.

Understanding the Shih Tzu X
Maltese Mix

The Shih Tzu X Maltese is a deliberate cross between a
purebred Shih Tzu and a purebred Maltese. Unlike random
mixed-breed dogs, these "designer" crosses are bred to
combine the desirable characteristics of both parent
breeds. The goal is typically to create a dog with the
friendly, outgoing personality of the Shih Tzu and the
gentle, playful nature of the Maltese, all while maintaining
a small size and a coat that is often less demanding than
either purebred alone. When you are looking at Shih Tzu X
Maltese puppies for sale NSW, it is helpful to know that
these dogs are not a recognized breed by major kennel
clubs, but they are widely loved for their consistent
temperament and appearance.

The Parent Breeds: A Quick Overview

To truly appreciate the Shih Tzu Maltese mix, it is
important to understand the foundation breeds. The Shih
Tzu, originating from Tibet and China, is known for its regal
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bearing, affectionate nature, and distinctive flat face. They
are sturdy, happy dogs that thrive on human
companionship. The Maltese, hailing from the
Mediterranean island of Malta, is an ancient breed
celebrated for its silky white coat, playful energy, and
remarkably gentle disposition. Both breeds are classified as
toy breeds, meaning they are small and perfect for
apartment living. The cross between them aims to produce
a dog that is often healthier and more robust due to hybrid
vigor, while retaining the loving and devoted personality of
both lineages.

Why Choose a Shih Tzu X Maltese?

There are several compelling reasons why this particular
cross has become so popular, especially among families,
retirees, and first-time dog owners in NSW. When you are
searching for Shih Tzu X Maltese puppies for sale NSW,
you are likely looking for a dog that fits seamlessly into a
modern lifestyle. Here are some of the standout benefits of
this hybrid.

Exceptional Temperament

The temperament of a Shih Tzu X Maltese is arguably its
most attractive feature. These dogs are renowned for being
incredibly affectionate and loyal. They are true companion
dogs that form strong bonds with their owners and prefer
to be involved in all family activities. They are generally
very good with children, other dogs, and even cats,

especially when socialized from a young age. Unlike some
smaller breeds that can be nervous or yappy, the Malshi is
typically calm, confident, and friendly. They are not known
for excessive barking, making them excellent neighbours in
apartments or townhouses.

Low-Shedding Coat

One of the primary reasons people search for Shih Tzu X
Maltese puppies for sale NSW is the potential for a
hypoallergenic coat. While no dog is truly 100%
hypoallergenic, both parent breeds are known for being
low-shedders. The Shih Tzu has a double coat that sheds
very minimally, and the Maltese has a single, silky coat that
drops very little hair. The resulting mix often inherits this
low-shedding trait, making them a fantastic option for
allergy sufferers. However, it is important to note that this
beautiful coat does require regular grooming to prevent
matting and tangles.

Compact Size for Modern Living

Whether you live in a spacious home in the Blue Mountains,
a coastal apartment in Sydney, or a house in a regional
town like Newcastle or Wollongong, the small size of a Shih
Tzu X Maltese makes them adaptable. Most Malshis weigh
between 4 and 7 kilograms when fully grown, standing
around 20 to 30 centimetres tall at the shoulder. This
compact size means they are easy to travel with, require
less space, and are perfectly content with a moderate daily
walk and some indoor playtime. They are the ideal size for
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lap dogs and are always ready for a cuddle.

What to Look for When Searching
for Shih Tzu X Maltese Puppies for
Sale NSW

Finding a reputable source is the most critical step when
bringing a new puppy into your life. The internet is filled
with advertisements, but not all breeders operate with the
health and wellbeing of their dogs as the top priority. When
you start your search for Shih Tzu X Maltese puppies for
sale NSW, you must be diligent and discerning. Here are
key factors to consider.

Health Testing and Transparency

A responsible breeder will be transparent about the health
of both parent dogs. They should be able to provide health
clearances for common issues in these breeds, such as
patellar luxation (loose kneecaps), eye problems (like
progressive retinal atrophy or cataracts), and certain heart
conditions. For the Shih Tzu parent, breathing issues due to
their flat face (brachycephalic syndrome) should also be a
concern. A good breeder will not breed dogs with known
severe health problems. They will be happy to show you
where the puppies are raised and allow you to meet at least
one of the parents, especially the mother. Be wary of sellers
who are reluctant to share this information.

Socialisation and Environment

Puppies that are raised in a clean, loving, and busy home
environment are better adjusted. Breeders who actively
socialise their puppies by exposing them to different
sounds, gentle handling, and various surfaces produce
puppies that are more confident and less fearful. When you
are looking at Shih Tzu X Maltese puppies for sale
NSW, ask about the socialisation routine. A good breeder
will also begin the toilet training process and ensure the
puppies are used to being handled, which is crucial for
future grooming and vet visits. Avoid breeders who keep
their puppies in a kennel or outside environment away from
the main family life.

Ethical Breeding Practices

It is vital to choose a breeder who prioritises the dog's
welfare over profit. They should limit the number of litters
a mother has, breed only healthy dogs with sound
temperaments, and provide excellent veterinary care. They
will also be perfectly willing to take back a dog at any point
in its life if the owner can no longer care for it. This lifetime
commitment is a hallmark of a responsible breeder. When
you find Shih Tzu X Maltese puppies for sale NSW from
such a breeder, you can be confident that you are
supporting ethical practices and getting a healthy, well-
adjusted puppy.
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Puppy

Once you have found your perfect puppy and brought them
home, proper care is essential for a long and happy life.
While this mix is relatively low-maintenance in some
respects, there are specific areas that require attention.

Grooming Requirements

The beautiful coat of a Shih Tzu X Maltese is one of its most
defining features, but it demands regular upkeep. You have
a few choices for coat maintenance. Many owners opt for a
"puppy cut" or a short clip, which is easy to maintain at
home with a brush every few days and a trip to the groomer
every 6 to 8 weeks. If you prefer to keep the coat long and
flowing, you will need to commit to daily brushing and
combing to prevent painful mats and tangles. The area
around the eyes and mouth needs to be cleaned daily to
prevent tear stains. Professional grooming is not an
optional expense for this breed; it is a necessity.

Exercise and Training

Despite their small size, Shih Tzu X Maltese dogs have a
moderate amount of energy. They enjoy daily walks, play
sessions in the yard, and mental stimulation like puzzle
toys. However, they are not high-energy dogs and will be
happy to be lap dogs for most of the day. Training is
generally a pleasant experience as they are intelligent and
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reinforcement techniques like treats and praise. Crate
training is highly recommended for house training and
providing a safe space for your puppy. Early socialisation
with other dogs, people, and different environments is
crucial to ensure they grow into a confident and well-
mannered adult dog.

Health and Nutrition

Feeding your Shih Tzu X Maltese a high-quality, age-
appropriate dog food is fundamental to their health.
Because they are small dogs, they can be prone to dental
issues, so dental chews, regular tooth brushing, or
professional cleanings are important. Their small size also
means they can be prone to hypoglycemia (low blood sugar)
as young puppies, so they need to eat several small meals a
day. Obesity is a real risk, so food portions must be
carefully measured. Regular check-ups with a trusted
veterinarian in NSW are essential for keeping up with
vaccinations, parasite prevention, and health screenings.
When you purchase Shih Tzu X Maltese puppies for sale
NSW from a good breeder, they should provide you with an
initial health record and information on the puppy's first
vaccinations and worming.

Where to Find Shih Tzu X Maltese
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New South Wales is a large and diverse state, and finding
your new best friend can take time and patience. Here are
the most common avenues for finding Shih Tzu X Maltese
puppies for sale NSW.

Online Marketplaces and Direct Breeders

Websites like Gumtree, Trading Post, and various dedicated
puppy sales sites are popular. However, caution is
essential. While many good breeders advertise here, so do
puppy mills and backyard breeders. Always follow the
health and socialisation checklist mentioned earlier. Look
for breeders who ask you questions about your home and
lifestyle; a good breeder cares where their puppies are
going. Breed-specific rescue groups may also occasionally
have Shih Tzu X Maltese mixes available for adoption,
which is a wonderful alternative.

Recommendations and Social Media

Word of mouth is incredibly powerful. Ask your local
veterinarian, dog groomer, or friends who own a similar
crossbreed for recommendations. Social media platforms
like Facebook have groups dedicated to specific breeds and
crossbreeds in local areas. Joining a group like "Shih Tzu
and Maltese Owners Australia" or "Pets in NSW" can be a
fantastic way to connect with reputable breeders and see
reviews from other puppy owners. This can provide a much
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The Cost of a Shih Tzu X Maltese in
NSW

The price for Shih Tzu X Maltese puppies for sale NSW
can vary widely. The cost is influenced by the breeder's
reputation, the health testing performed on the parents, the
lineage of the dogs, the demand for the puppies, and the
location. Expect to pay anywhere from $1,500 to $4,000 for
a puppy from a reputable breeder. While this may seem like
a significant investment, it reflects the cost of responsible
breeding, including genetic health tests, veterinary care,
vaccinations, microchipping, and proper socialisation. A
much cheaper puppy from an unknown source may end up
costing significantly more in veterinary bills over its
lifetime. Remember, the initial purchase price is just the
beginning. You must also budget for food, grooming, vet
visits, pet insurance, toys, bedding, and other essentials for
the life of your dog, which can be 12 to 15 years or more.

Conclusion: Welcoming a Malshi
Into Your Home

The Shih Tzu X Maltese is a magnificent crossbhreed that
brings joy, companionship, and a gentle presence into any
home. Their small size, affectionate nature, and low-
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shedding coat make them an ideal choice for a wide variety
of owners, from busy singles in urban apartments to
families in the suburbs and peaceful retirees in the
countryside. If you are actively searching for Shih Tzu X
Maltese puppies for sale NSW, take the time to do your

research. Prioritise ethical breeders who focus on health
and temperament over profit. With the right preparation
and a commitment to providing a loving, well-cared-for life,
your new Malshi will be a loyal and cherished member of
your family for many years to come. The journey to find



