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Doctors Of The Church List

Introduction:
Understanding the
Esteemed Title of
Doctor of the Church

Within  the  vast  and  storied  history  of
Christianity, few honors are as profound and
significant  as  the  title  Doctor  of  the
Church.  This  is  not  merely  an  academic
degree or a casual term of respect. It is a

formal  recognition granted by the Catholic
Church,  and in  some cases  recognized by
other  Christian  traditions,  to  saints  of
eminent  learning  and  heroic  sanctity.  The
Doctors of the Church list  represents a
collection  of  the  most  brilliant  theological
minds and spiritual guides who have shaped
Christian  doctrine,  liturgy,  and  piety  for
centuries.  Their  works  are  considered  not
only  historical ly  important  but  also
perpetually  relevant  for  understanding  the
faith.  This  article  will  explore  the  full



Doctors of the Church list, the criteria for
this high honor, the historical context of each
figure,  and  why  their  teachings  continue  to
resonate  with  millions  of  believers  today.

When people first encounter the Doctors of
the Church list,  they  often  wonder  what
distinguishes  these  figures  from  other
revered  saints.  The  answer  l ies  in  a
combination of profound theological insight,
a life of extraordinary virtue, and a formal
declaration  by  the  Pope or  an  ecumenical
council. The term "Doctor" comes from the
Latin  docere,  meaning  "to  teach."  These
individuals  are,  in  essence,  the  Church's
foremost teachers. The full Doctors of the
Church list includes men and women from
different  centuries,  cultures,  and  theological
traditions,  yet  they  are  united  by  their

profound  influence  on  Christian  thought.
From the fiery rhetoric of Saint Augustine to
the  mystical  poetry  of  Saint  John  of  the
Cross,  each  Doctor  offers  a  unique  lens
through which to view the mysteries of God.

What Defines a Doctor
of the Church?

Before diving into the complete Doctors of
the Church list, it is essential to understand
the strict criteria that elevate a saint to this
distinguished rank. The Catholic Church has
a formal process for declaring a Doctor of the
Church, which typically occurs centuries after
the saint's death. The process requires three
key elements:

Eminent Learning: The individual
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must have demonstrated outstanding
theological knowledge, philosophical
insight, or biblical scholarship. Their
writings must be of enduring
importance for the Church's
understanding of faith and morals.
Heroic Sanctity: The person must be
recognized as a saint, meaning they
lived a life of extraordinary virtue and
holiness, often confirmed by miracles
and a formal canonization process.
Proclamation by the Church: The
Pope, or an ecumenical council with
papal approval, must formally declare
the saint a Doctor of the Church. This
is a rare and solemn act.

The title is not conferred lightly. As of today,
the Doctors of the Church list includes 37

individuals.  This  number  includes  17  men
from the Western Church, 17 men from the
Eastern  Church,  and  4  women.  The  list
continues  to  grow,  albeit  slowly,  as  the
Church recognizes new figures who meet the
stringent criteria.

The Complete Doctors
of the Church List

Below is  a carefully  organized Doctors of
the Church list,  presented chronologically
by  era.  This  list  is  comprehensive  and
includes the year of their death and the year
they were declared a Doctor of the Church.
Each entry highlights the unique contribution
of these extraordinary teachers.



Early Church Doctors (4th–8th
centuries)

The  earliest  figures  on  the  Doctors  of  the
Church  list  established  the  foundational
doctrines of Christianity. They defended the
faith against heresies, clarified the nature of
the  Trinity  and  the  Incarnation,  and
developed Christian theology from its biblical
roots.

Saint Athanasius (c. 296–373) –
Declared Doctor in 1568: Known as
the "Father of Orthodoxy," Athanasius
vigorously defended the divinity of
Christ against Arianism. His treatises,
especially On the Incarnation, are
masterpieces of patristic theology.
Saint Basil the Great (c. 330–379) –

Declared Doctor in 1568: A
Cappadocian Father, Basil wrote
extensively on the Holy Spirit and
monastic life. His rule for monks
remains influential today.
Saint Gregory of Nazianzus (c.
329–389) – Declared Doctor in
1568: Called the "Theologian,"
Gregory gave brilliant sermons on the
Trinity, earning him a place among the
foremost Doctors of the Eastern
Church.
Saint John Chrysostom (c.
347–407) – Declared Doctor in
1568: Renowned for his eloquent
preaching, Chrysostom means
"Golden-Mouthed." His commentaries
on Scripture and his moral teaching
have inspired generations.
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Saint Ambrose (c. 340–397) –
Declared Doctor in 1568: A bishop
of Milan, Ambrose influenced the
development of Western liturgy and
defended the Church's authority. He
also baptized Saint Augustine.
Saint Augustine of Hippo
(354–430) – Declared Doctor in
1298: Arguably the most influential
theologian in Western Christianity. His
works Confessions and City of God
remain essential reading.
Saint Jerome (c. 347–420) –
Declared Doctor in 1298: The great
biblical scholar who translated the
Bible into Latin (the Vulgate). His
commentaries and letters are
invaluable.
Saint Gregory the Great (c.

540–604) – Declared Doctor in
1298: A Pope and reformer, Gregory
wrote extensively on pastoral care and
was instrumental in developing
Gregorian chant.

These eight figures form the core of the early
Doctors  of  the  Church  list.  They  were
formally  recognized  as  a  group  by  Pope
Boniface  VIII  in  1298,  establishing  a
precedent  for  future  declarations.

Medieval Doctors (9th–15th
centuries)

The medieval era produced some of the most
systematic and profound theological works.
These  Doctors  of  the  Church  synthesized
classical philosophy with Christian revelation,



developing the great Scholastic tradition.

Saint John of Damascus (c.
676–749) – Declared Doctor in
1890: The last major Eastern Father,
John defended the use of icons and
wrote a comprehensive summary of
Orthodox theology called The Fount of
Wisdom.
Saint Anselm of Canterbury (c.
1033–1109) – Declared Doctor in
1720: A Benedictine monk and
Archbishop, Anselm is known for his
ontological argument for God's
existence and his work Cur Deus Homo
(Why God Became Man).
Saint Bernard of Clairvaux
(1090–1153) – Declared Doctor in
1830: A Cistercian abbot and mystic,

Bernard preached the Second Crusade
and wrote passionately on the love of
God and the Song of Songs.
Saint Thomas Aquinas (c.
1225–1274) – Declared Doctor in
1567: The "Angelic Doctor" is perhaps
the most famous of all Doctors. His
Summa Theologica is a monumental
synthesis of Christian theology and
Aristotelian philosophy.
Saint Bonaventure (c. 1217–1274)
– Declared Doctor in 1588: A
Franciscan theologian and mystic,
Bonaventure's works, such as The
Soul's Journey into God, blend intellect
and devotion.

The medieval Western Doctors emphasized
reason  and  systematic  theology,  making
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them indispensable for anyone studying the
history of Christian thought.

The Eastern Doctors (Patristic
Era)

The Doctors of the Church list  includes
several  figures  from  the  Eastern  Christian
tradition, many of whom are also revered in
the  Orthodox  Church.  These  Doctors  are
sometimes called the "Greek Fathers"  and
include:

Saint Cyril of Alexandria (c.
376–444) – Declared Doctor in
1882: A fierce defender of the title
Theotokos (Mother of God) for Mary,
Cyril was central to the Council of
Ephesus.
Saint Cyril of Jerusalem (c.

313–386) – Declared Doctor in
1882: His catechetical lectures provide
a detailed window into fourth-century
liturgy and doctrine.
Saint Epiphanius of Salamis (c.
310–403) – Declared Doctor in
1882: Known for his work Panarion, a
catalog of heresies, Epiphanius helped
define orthodoxy.
Saint John Chrysostom (also
counted among the Greek Doctors)
– Already listed above as a Doctor of
the Church, he is included in both
Eastern and Western lists.
Saint Gregory of Nazianzus – Also
included in the Greek list.
Saint Basil the Great – Also included
in the Greek list.
Saint Athanasius – Also included in



the Greek list.

In  1882,  Pope  Leo  XIII  added  three  more
Eastern Doctors: Saints Cyril  of Alexandria,
Cyril  of  Jerusalem,  and  Epiphanius.  This
expanded the Doctors of the Church list
and honored the shared heritage of East and
West.

Women Doctors of the Church

One of the most remarkable developments in
the modern era is the inclusion of women in
the Doctors of the Church list. These four
women  are  celebrated  not  only  for  their
holiness  but  for  their  profound  theological
and  mystical  writings.  Their  inclusion
highlights  the  Church's  recognition  that
sanctity  and  wisdom  are  not  limited  by
gender.

Saint Teresa of Ávila (1515–1582) –
Declared Doctor in 1970: A Spanish
Carmelite mystic and reformer, Teresa
wrote The Interior Castle and The Way
of Perfection, which are classics of
mystical theology. She was the first
woman declared Doctor of the Church.
Saint Catherine of Siena
(1347–1380) – Declared Doctor in
1970: A lay Dominican and mystic,
Catherine was instrumental in
convincing the Pope to return to Rome
from Avignon. Her Dialogue is a
masterpiece of spiritual literature.
Saint Thérèse of Lisieux
(1873–1897) – Declared Doctor in
1997: Known as the "Little Flower,"
Thérèse wrote The Story of a Soul,
describing her "Little Way" of spiritual
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childhood. She was declared a Doctor
for her teaching on divine love and
mercy.
Saint Hildegard of Bingen
(1098–1179) – Declared Doctor in

2012: A German Benedictine abbess,
Hildegard was a visionary, composer,
naturalist, and theologian. Her works
Scivias and


