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Modern Family Season 6 Episode Guide

Introduction: Why Season 6 of
Modern Family Matters

From its very first episode in 2009, Modern Family redefined the
sitcom landscape with its mockumentary style, sharp writing, and
an ensemble cast that felt like real family. By the time Season 6
aired in 2014–2015, the show had already won multiple Emmy
Awards and commanded a massive global audience. Yet, rather
than resting on its laurels, this season proved the series still had
plenty of fresh stories to tell.  It  tackled everything from midlife
career shifts to the chaos of raising teenagers, all while keeping
the humor as quick-witted as ever. For fans looking for a detailed
Modern  Family  Season  6  Episode  Guide,  this  article  offers  a
comprehensive walkthrough of  the season’s standout moments,
character  arcs,  and the  episodes  that  became instant  classics.
Whether you are binge-watching for the first time or revisiting the
Dunphy-Pritchett-Tucker clan, this guide will help you appreciate
why Season 6 remains a fan favorite.

Overview of Modern Family Season
6

Season 6 premiered on September 24, 2014, on ABC and ran for 24
episodes, concluding on May 20, 2015. The season maintained the
show’s signature blend of heartfelt  family moments and absurd
comedic situations. One of the biggest developments was Claire
Dunphy’s  (Julie  Bowen)  decision  to  run  for  a  seat  on  the  city
council,  a storyline that gave the season a political  edge while
exploring Claire’s ambition and Phil’s (Ty Burrell) supportive—but
sometimes  clueless—husbandry.  Meanwhile,  Jay  Pritchett  (Ed
O’Neill) dealt with the challenges of running his closet business
alongside a strong-willed wife, Gloria (Sofía Vergara), who took on
more active roles both at home and in the community. Mitchell
(Jesse Tyler Ferguson) and Cam (Eric Stonestreet) continued their
parenting adventures with Lily, now a sassy little girl, while also
navigating professional  changes—Mitchell  left  his  law firm to start
his own practice, and Cam pursued a new teaching opportunity.
The kids grew up: Haley (Sarah Hyland) became a full-time fashion
blogger (and got a boyfriend that shocked the family), Alex (Ariel
Winter)  entered  her  senior  year  of  high  school  with  typical
academic intensity, and Luke (Nolan Gould) discovered the world of
girls and mischief. Manny (Rico Rodriguez) and Lily provided the
younger  generation’s  comedic  relief,  often stealing scenes with
their  precocious  one-liners.  The  season  also  featured  several
memorable guest stars, including Elizabeth Banks, Keegan-Michael
Key,  Nathan  Lane,  and  Fred  Willard,  who  returned  as  Phil’s
eccentric father, Frank.

Key Themes and Character Arcs in
Season 6

Every season of Modern Family explores universal family dynamics,
but Season 6 stands out for its focus on change and the anxiety
that  comes with  it.  Claire’s  political  ambition  forced the entire
Dunphy  family  to  adjust  their  routines.  Phil,  ever  the  eternal
optimist, tried to launch a “Dad-napped” business idea—a play on
the  sharing  economy—which  predictably  backfired.  Mitchell’s
decision to  go solo  as  an attorney highlighted his  struggle  for
independence from Jay’s shadow. Cam’s passion for coaching and
music took center stage, leading to a hilarious subplot about his
childhood pig farm. The Pritchett elders, Jay and Gloria, dealt with
empty-nest feelings as Joe grew older, and Gloria started a line of

hot sauces (a callback to her Colombian heritage). Manny entered
the world of high school romance, while Lily developed a delightful
snark that made her one of the best child characters on TV. The
season also  tackled parenting  in  the  digital  age—social  media,
cyberbullying, and the perils of viral videos—giving it a modern
twist that still feels relevant today.

Complete Episode-by-Episode
Breakdown

Below is a comprehensive guide to every episode of Season 6,
presented  with  key  plot  points  and  the  moments  that  made
viewers laugh, cry, or both. Each episode title is followed by a short
synopsis that captures the essence of the story.

Episode 1: “The Long Honeymoon”

The season opens with Phil and Claire returning from a romantic
second  honeymoon,  only  to  find  the  house  in  shambles  because
Haley, Alex, and Luke threw a party. Meanwhile, Gloria insists on
keeping a baby pig for Joe, leading to a messy situation at the
Pritchett house. Mitchell and Cam worry that Lily might be a “mean
girl” after she excludes a classmate. The episode establishes the
season’s tone: chaotic, loving, and relentlessly funny.

Episode 2: “Do Not Push”

Claire announces her plan to run for city council. Phil, enthusiastic
but clueless, offers to be her campaign manager. Jay struggles with
a new smartphone, and his pride takes a hit when Gloria is better
at using it. Cam and Mitchell debate whether they should let Lily
take a gymnastics class after a mishap at a birthday party.

Episode 3: “The Cold”

A family-wide cold spreads through the three households. Phil tries
to  prove  he  is  a  tough  guy  by  ignoring  his  symptoms,  with
predictably ridiculous consequences. Mitchell and Cam nurse Lily
back to health, but their parental disagreements escalate. Jay tries
to avoid catching Gloria’s cold by staying in his man cave—only to
end up more miserable than anyone.

Episode 4: “Marco Polo”

Phil  takes the family on a “staycation” to a local hotel to save
money, but the trip quickly goes wrong when the kids refuse to
participate in his planned activities. Claire uses the time to practice
a campaign speech on them. Meanwhile, Jay and Gloria argue over
the proper way to discipline Joe, and Mitch accidentally ruins Cam’s
surprise birthday present.

Episode 5: “Won’t You Be Our Neighbor”

The Dunphys get new neighbors, and Phil goes overboard trying to
be friendly. Claire suspects the wife (guest star Andrea Savage) is a
little too perfect. Jay and Gloria host a dinner party where Manny
attempts to impress a girl by acting more mature than he is. Lily
befriends an elderly neighbor, much to Cam’s delight.

Episode 6: “Halloween 3: AwesomeLand”

The third Halloween episode in the series. Phil creates an elaborate
haunted house called “AwesomeLand,” but his competitive streak
alienates the rest  of  the family.  Claire uses the holiday to her
campaign advantage by handing out flyers. Cam and Mitchell take



Lily trick-or-treating, and Cam’s obsession with winning a costume
contest reaches new heights.

Episode 7: “Queer Eyes, Full Hearts”

Mitchell reconnects with an old friend from law school who is now a
successful interior designer—making Mitch feel insecure about his
career. Phil and Luke attempt to fix a broken ceiling fan and cause
a disaster. Jay helps Manny practice for a school debate, turning it
into a battle of wills.

Episode 8: “Three Turkeys”

Thanksgiving at the Dunphy house. Claire is determined to cook
the perfect turkey, while Phil attempts to smoke a turkey outdoors,
resulting in chaos. Jay and Gloria host a separate Thanksgiving for
their Colombian relatives, leading to cultural clashes. Mitchell and
Cam disagree over whether to invite Cam’s ex-girlfriend from high
school.

Episode 9: “Strangers in the Night”

Claire’s campaign gets a boost when she appears on a local news
segment,  but a wardrobe malfunction nearly derails everything.
Phil  takes up a new hobby—geocaching—and drags Alex along.
Cam and Mitchell help Lily prepare for a school talent show, with
predictable parental over-involvement.

Episode 10: “Haley’s 21st Birthday”

Haley turns 21 and wants a wild night out. Claire and Phil try to
keep an eye on her without being overbearing.  Meanwhile,  Jay
takes Manny to a jazz club to teach him about “real music,” and
Cam and Mitchell attempt to create a viral video with Lily—only to
embarrass themselves.

Episode 11: “The Day We Almost Died”

A  near-miss  car  accident  makes  each  family  member  reflect  on
their  lives.  Phil  realizes  he  hasn’t  lived out  his  dreams,  so  he
impulsively buys a motorcycle. Claire interprets the event as a sign
to be more aggressive in her campaign. In a touching moment, Jay
admits he loves Gloria more than anything.

Episode 12: “The Big Guns”

Claire’s  campaign  faces  a  major  challenge when her  opponent
(guest star Rob Riggle) attacks her record. Phil brings in his father,
Frank (Fred Willard),  to help with morale.  Mitchell  represents a

client  in  a  small  claims  court  case,  with  Cam  serving  as  his
“paralegal.”  The  episode  is  a  warm  tribute  to  family  support
systems.

Episode 13: “Rash Decisions”

Alex develops a stress rash before her college interviews. Claire,
ever  the  perfectionist,  tries  to  “fix”  the  situation  and  makes  it
worse. Gloria becomes obsessed with a new Colombian soap opera.
Cam and Mitchell try to teach Lily about the value of earning her
allowance, but Lily outsmarts them at every turn.

Episode 14: “Valentine’s Day 4: Twisted Sister”

Valentine’s  Day  brings  romantic  misadventures.  Phil  plans  a
surprise getaway for Claire, but she is stuck at a campaign event.
Jay gifts Gloria a new car, but she feels it’s too flashy. Cam’s sister,
Pam (Dana Powell), visits and immediately clashes with Mitchell,
setting up a recurring sibling rivalry.

Episode 15: “Fight or Flight”

Phil gets a chance to fly a small plane with a client, but his fear of
heights kicks in. Claire publicly debates her opponent and lands a
killer line that boosts her campaign. Jay and Gloria deal with Joe’s
first real tantrum at a restaurant. Mitchell and Cam argue about the
best way to deal with a bully at Lily’s school.

Episode 16: “Connection Lost”

This episode is famously told entirely through Claire’s computer
screen as she tries to track down Haley, who has gone missing
after a fight. Using FaceTime, Facebook, and text messages, Claire
discovers more about her daughter’s life. Meanwhile, Phil sends a
series of  increasingly ridiculous voice memos. The episode is  a
creative high point of the season.

Episode 17: “Closet? You’ll Love It!”

Jay’s closet company unveils a new showroom, and Phil tries to
become a “brand ambassador” for a competing line, leading to
tensions between the two. Gloria launches her hot sauce brand,
and Cam decides to become a school football coach, which brings
out his inner jock.

Episode 18: “Spring Break”

The Dunphys go to a beach house for


