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Understanding the Harvard Business School GMAT Score Landscape

For aspiring business leaders, the dream of earning an MBA from Harvard Business School (HBS) is often accompanied by a single,
pressing question: What GMAT score do | need to get in? The Harvard Business School GMAT score is one of the most discussed metrics
in the world of graduate management education. It serves as a key benchmark for candidates worldwide, but it is far from the only
factor in a holistic admissions process. In this article, we will explore the nuances of the GMAT at HBS, including average scores, score
ranges, how the admissions team evaluates your application, and what you can do to position yourself as a competitive candidate.

The mystique surrounding HBS is well earned. As one of the most prestigious business schools on the planet, Harvard sets a high bar
across every dimension of the application. The GMAT is a standardized test designed to assess analytical writing, quantitative
reasoning, verbal reasoning, and integrated reasoning skills. For HBS, the GMAT is not just a number; it is an indicator of your readiness
to handle the rigorous quantitative and analytical demands of the MBA curriculum.

The Current Harvard Business School GMAT Score Average

In recent years, the average Harvard Business School GMAT score for incoming classes has consistently hovered around the 730 mark.
To be precise, the most recent class reported an average GMAT score of approximately 730 to 740. This places HBS among the most
selective business schools in the world in terms of standardized testing. The middle 80% range of accepted students typically falls
between 690 and 760. This means that while a score of 730 is the midpoint, a significant number of successful applicants score both
higher and lower than this figure.

It is worth noting that Harvard Business School does not publish a strict minimum GMAT score requirement. Instead, the admissions
committee looks at your entire profile. However, historical data shows that the Harvard Business School GMAT score for most admitted
students is well above the 700 threshold. If you score below 700, your application will need to be exceptionally strong in other
areas—such as work experience, leadership, essays, and recommendations—to remain competitive.
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Why the GMAT Matters at HBS

The GMAT score serves as a common yardstick that allows the admissions committee to compare candidates from vastly different
academic and professional backgrounds. A strong score demonstrates that you have the quantitative and verbal skills necessary to
succeed in the first-year Required Curriculum, which includes courses like Finance, Accounting, and Statistics. More subtly, the GMAT
also signals your ability to perform under pressure and prepare systematically for a challenging goal.

Harvard Business School emphasizes a holistic review process, meaning your GMAT is weighed alongside your undergraduate GPA,
professional achievements, leadership potential, personal qualities, and your fit with the HBS case method. However, a low GMAT score
can raise red flags, especially if your academic record in quantitative subjects is also weak. The Harvard Business School GMAT score
provides a data point that helps the committee assess your academic readiness.

GMAT vs. GRE: Which Test Should You Take for HBS?

Harvard Business School accepts both the GMAT and the GRE. This is an important consideration for many applicants. The school has
stated that it has no preference for one test over the other. However, there are strategic reasons to choose the GMAT for an HBS
application. Because HBS publishes detailed GMAT averages and ranges, a strong GMAT score allows you to benchmark yourself directly
against the admitted class. Additionally, many finance and consulting professionals feel the GMAT is more aligned with the quantitative
demands of the MBA curriculum.

That said, the GRE can be an excellent choice if you have a strong vocabulary and a broader academic background. Some candidates
simply perform better on the GRE. The key is to take the test that allows you to present the strongest possible score. Your Harvard
Business School GMAT score—or GRE equivalent—should ideally place you within or above the middle 80% range of the most recent
class.

Breaking Down the Components of the HBS GMAT Score

The GMAT is comprised of four sections: Analytical Writing Assessment (AWA), Integrated Reasoning (IR), Quantitative, and Verbal. For
HBS, the Quantitative and Verbal sections receive the most attention because they combine to form your total score, which ranges from
200 to 800. The average Harvard Business School GMAT score of 730 typically breaks down into a Quantitative score in the 48-51 range
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and a Verbal score in the 40-45 range.
Quantitative Section at HBS

HBS, like all top business schools, expects you to be comfortable with data and numbers. The case method at HBS requires you to
analyze financial statements, evaluate business models, and make quantitative arguments in class discussions. A strong Quantitative
score on the GMAT is therefore crucial. Most successful HBS applicants score in the 90th percentile or higher on the Quantitative
section. If your undergraduate background is in a non-quantitative field, you will need to demonstrate particular strength here.

Verbal Section at HBS

Verbal reasoning is equally important. The HBS classroom thrives on debate, persuasion, and clear communication. A strong Verbal
score indicates that you can read complex passages quickly, draw logical inferences, and express ideas precisely. Many applicants
mistakenly focus solely on the Quantitative section, but the Verbal component of your Harvard Business School GMAT score carries
significant weight, especially for international applicants whose first language may not be English.

Integrated Reasoning and AWA

While the AWA and IR sections do not factor into your total GMAT score of 200-800, they are still reviewed by some admissions
committees. HBS does not publicly emphasize these sections, but a strong performance in Integrated Reasoning can reinforce your
ability to synthesize data from multiple sources—a skill central to the case method. A low AWA score, conversely, could raise concerns
about your writing ability, which is critical for the essays and assignments at HBS.

How HBS Evaluates Your GMAT Score in Context

The Harvard Business School GMAT score is never evaluated in isolation. The admissions committee considers your score in relation to
your entire academic and professional profile. For example, a 720 GMAT from a candidate with a 3.9 GPA in engineering from MIT is
viewed differently than a 720 from a candidate with a 3.2 GPA in liberal arts from a less rigorous university. Context is everything.
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The Role of GPA and Academic Rigor

If your undergraduate GPA is strong, your GMAT score may be seen as confirming your academic abilities. If your GPA is weaker, a high
GMAT score can help compensate. Conversely, if your GPA is stellar but your Harvard Business School GMAT score is below the average,
the committee may question whether you can keep up with the pace of the curriculum. Ideally, both your GPA and GMAT should be in
the top range for your demographic and academic background.

Work Experience and Leadership

HBS places enormous weight on professional achievements and leadership potential. A candidate with a 750 GMAT but unremarkable
work experience may be passed over for a candidate with a 700 GMAT who has founded a successful company, led a major initiative, or
demonstrated exceptional impact. The GMAT is a threshold metric; once you meet a certain level, other factors become more decisive.
However, the average Harvard Business School GMAT score remains high because the applicant pool is exceptionally strong across all
dimensions.

Demographic and Diversity Considerations

HBS values diversity across industries, geographies, backgrounds, and experiences. The admissions committee reviews your GMAT
score within the context of your peer group. For example, a 710 GMAT from an applicant with a background in education or the military
may be viewed more favorably than the same score from a management consultant or investment banker, where high scores are more
common. This does not mean the standards are lower for certain groups, but rather that the committee takes a nuanced view of every
application.

How to Achieve a Competitive Harvard Business School GMAT Score

If you are targeting HBS, you should aim for a GMAT score of at least 720, with 730-740 being ideal. Here are practical steps to reach
that goal:
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Set a Target Score and Timeline

Based on the most recent class data, set a target score of 730. Give yourself three to six months for preparation. Most successful HBS
applicants take the GMAT once or twice. Taking the test more than three times can raise questions about your decision-making and
preparation ability, so aim to be well prepared before your first attempt.

Use Official GMAT Materials

The best way to prepare is to use official GMAT practice tests and questions from the Graduate Management Admission Council (GMAC).
These materials provide the most accurate representation of the actual test. Supplement with reputable prep courses or tutors if
needed, but prioritize official content.

Focus on Your Weaknesses

Identify the areas where you lose the most points and allocate extra study time there. For many candidates, this is Data Sufficiency or
Sentence Correction. Drill these areas relentlessly. Review your mistakes carefully and understand the underlying concepts. A
diagnostic test at the start of your preparation will help you create a focused study plan.

Practice Under Timed Conditions

The GMAT is as much a test of endurance and time management as it is of knowledge. Take full-length practice tests under timed
conditions at least four to six times before your actual exam. Simulate the testing environment as closely as possible, including breaks.
This will reduce anxiety and help you pace yourself on test day.

Consider the GMAT Online vs. In-Person

Harvard Business School accepts both the GMAT taken at a test center and the GMAT Online. Choose the option that allows you to
perform your best. Some candidates prefer the structure of a test center, while others appreciate the convenience of testing at home.
Both versions are equally valid for HBS, so your Harvard Business School GMAT score will be accepted regardless of the format.

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by Saul & Lane ¢ Explore the unseen. ¢ Page 5



Beyond the Score: Strengthening Your HBS Application

While your GMAT score is important, it is only one piece of the puzzle. HBS uses a holistic review process, and every element of your
application matters.

Crafting a Compelling Personal Story

The HBS application includes several essays where you have the opportunity to explain your goals, your leadership experiences, and
your character. Use these essays to show who you are beyond your test scores and grades. A powerful narrative can elevate a strong
application to an exceptional one. Connect your past experiences to your future aspirations in a way that feels authentic and
compelling.

Securing Strong Letters of Recommendation

HBS requires two letters of recommendation, ideally from current or former supervisors who can speak to your leadership, impact, and
potential. Choose recommenders who know you well and can provide specific, detailed examples of your work. A generic letter of
recommendation will not help you stand out, regardless of your Harvard Business School GMAT score.

Preparing for the Interview

If you are invited to interview with HBS, congratulations—this means your application is strong enough to warrant further consideration.
The interview is conducted by an admissions officer and focuses on your experiences, decisions, and aspirations. Preparation is
essential. Review your resume and essays, and be ready to discuss your leadership style, failures, and growth. Your GMAT score is
already on the table at this point; the interview is your chance to bring it to life.

Conclusion

The Harvard Business School GMAT score remains a critical component of the admissions process, but it is far from the only
determinant of success. With an average score of 730 and a middle 80% range of 690 to 760, HBS sets a high standard for quantitative
and verbal ability. However, the admissions committee evaluates your score within the full context of your academic background,
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professional achievements, leadership potential, and personal qualities.

If you are aiming for HBS, set a target GMAT score of at least 720 and prepare diligently using official materials and timed practice. But
do not lose sight of the bigger picture: your essays, recommendations, resume, and interview performance are equally vital. A strong
Harvard Business School GMAT score combined with a compelling, well-rounded application gives you the best chance of earning a seat
in one of the world's most transformative MBA programs.

Ultimately, your GMAT score opens the door, but your entire story is what walks through it. Invest the time and effort to present your
best self on every page of the application, and you will maximize your chances of joining the next class at Harvard Business School.
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