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Forensic Science Crossword Puzzle
Answers

Introduction: The
Intersection of
Deduction and
Vocabulary

For puzzle enthusiasts, few challenges are as
satisfying as completing a crossword

dedicated to a specialized field. Forensic
science crosswords are particularly engaging
because they merge the thrill of criminal
investigation with the mental gymnastics of
wordplay. Whether you are a student
cramming for a criminology exam, a hobbyist
sharpening your wits,  or a seasoned
investigator looking for a fun break, knowing
the most common Forensic Science



Crossword Puzzle Answers can make the
difference between frustration and a
completed grid. This article explores the key
terms, categories, and strategies you need to
dominate any forensic science crossword
while deepening your understanding of the
discipline itself.

Forensic science is a broad domain that draws
from biology, chemistry, physics, law, and
medicine. Consequently, the vocabulary you
will encounter ranges from the names of
specific bones (like the hyoid) to complex
chemical compounds (such as luminol). By
the end of this guide, you will not only have a
robust mental database of potential answers
but also a clearer appreciation for how these

terms fit into real-world investigative work.
Let us begin by breaking down the most
common categories of clues you are likely to
see.

Understanding the
Main Categories of
Forensic Science Clues

Crossword constructors typically organize
forensic science clues into a few predictable
buckets. Recognizing these categories can
help you narrow down possibilities almost
instantly. The major categories include crime
scene investigation tools, types of evidence,
biological and chemical terms, legal and
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medical terminology, and famous figures in
forensic history. Below, we explore each
category in depth, providing specific
examples of terms you might need to plug
into your puzzle.

Crime Scene Investigation Tools
and Techniques

One of the most common categories in any
forensic science crossword involves the
instruments and methods used at a crime
scene. These clues often require short,
punchy answers that fit neatly into a grid. For
instance, LUMINOL is a favorite among
crossword setters. This chemical reagent
reacts with blood, making it visible even after

a scene has been cleaned. Another frequent
answer is SWAB, referring to the cotton
applicator used to collect DNA or trace
evidence.

Other tool-related answers include:

SCOPE or MICROSCOPE – the
essential instrument for examining
minute evidence like fibers or pollen
grains.
GAUGE – often appears in clues
about measuring bullet caliber or wire
thickness.
CAST – the process of making a
plaster or silicone mold of a footprint
or tire track.
FUMING – shorthand for



cyanoacrylate fuming, a technique
used to develop latent fingerprints on
non-porous surfaces.
TAPE – evidence tape used to seal
collected items, or adhesive tape used
to lift fingerprints.

When you see a clue like "Crime scene
illuminator" or "Blood detection spray," you
can confidently pencil in LUMINOL.
Similarly, a clue such as "Fingerprint
development method" often resolves to
FUMING or POWDER.

Types of Biological and Trace

Evidence

Evidence clues are the backbone of forensic
science crosswords. These terms describe the
physical remnants left behind at a crime
scene. The answers are often scientific but
remain short enough for puzzles. Common
answers in this category include DNA, which
is perhaps the most famous forensic acronym,
and RNA, which appears in more advanced
puzzles. Other biological evidence terms
include:

SPERM or SEMEN – often
referenced in cases involving sexual
assault.
BLOOD and PLASMA – the most
frequently encountered bodily fluids.
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SALIVA – a common source of DNA,
often found on cigarette butts or bite
marks.
URINE – less glamorous but
occasionally appears in toxicology-
related clues.
HAIR and FIBER – classic trace
evidence that can link a suspect to a
location.
POLLEN – a type of botanical trace
evidence that places a person in a
specific geographic area.

Trace evidence clues often use synonyms like
"microscopic clue" or "transfer evidence." If
the clue mentions something that can be
"shed" or "transferred," think of FIBER or

HAIR.

Chemical and Toxicological Terms

Toxicology is a subfield of forensic science
that deals with poisons, drugs, and alcohol.
Crossword puzzles love these terms because
they  of ten  have  in te res t ing  l e t te r
combinations. Some of the most common
Forensic Science Crossword Puzzle
Answers in this category include:

ETHANOL – the type of alcohol
measured in blood alcohol content
tests.
CYANIDE – a fast-acting poison,
frequently featured in murder mystery
clues.



ARSENIC – a classic historical
poison, often associated with
"inheritance powder."
HEMOGLOBIN – the protein in red
blood cells that carries oxygen; often
tested in presumptive blood exams.
GCMS – an abbreviation for Gas
Chromatography-Mass Spectrometry,
a laboratory instrument used to
identify unknown substances.
TOXIN – a general term for
poisonous substances produced by
living organisms.

If the clue mentions "laboratory analyzer" or
" c h e m i c a l  s e p a r a t o r , "  c o n s i d e r
CHROMATOGRAPH or its shorter variant

GCMS.

Legal and Medical
Terminology in
Forensic Puzzles

Forensic science does not exist in a vacuum;
it is deeply tied to the legal system and
medical practice. Therefore, you will
regularly encounter legal and anatomical
terms. For example, AUTOPSY is a staple in
any forensic crossword. It refers to the
postmortem examination performed by a
forensic pathologist. A similar term is
NECROPSY, which is specifically used for
animals. Other legal and medical terms
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include:

ALIBI – a defense claim that the
suspect was elsewhere when the crime
occurred.
INDICT – to formally charge
someone with a crime.
WITNESS – a person who saw the
event or can provide relevant
testimony.
PERIMORTEM – referring to the
time around the moment of death.
POSTMORTEM – after death; also
the name of the examination itself.
LIVOR or LIVIDITY – the pooling
of blood after death, also called livor
mortis.
STOMA or ALVEOLI – anatomical

terms that can appear in advanced
forensic puzzles.

Legal terms often appear as abbreviated
answers, such as DA for District Attorney or
ME for Medical Examiner. If the clue says
"Court official" or "Prosecutor," DA is likely.

Famous Figures and
Historical References

No forensic science crossword is complete
without  names from history.  These
individuals pioneered methods that are still
used today. The most prominent name you
will encounter is LOCARD, after Edmond
Locard, who established the principle of



exchange. His name is short and vowel-rich,
making it a crossword favorite. Other famous
names include:

GALTON – Sir Francis Galton, who
studied fingerprints and developed a
classification system.
HERSHCHEL – William Herschel,
another fingerprint pioneer.
HUANG – Dr. Henry C. Lee, a
modern forensic scientist often
referenced in puzzles.
DOYLE – Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,
who wrote Sherlock Holmes, a
character who inspired forensic
methods.
SPALLANZANI – an 18th-century
biologist whose work on spontaneous

generation has forensic relevance.

When the clue mentions "fingerprint pioneer"
or "French criminologist," you can almost
always answer LOCARD or GALTON.

How to Solve a Forensic
Science Crossword
Efficiently

Now that you know the common terms, let us
discuss strategy. Solving a specialized
crossword requires more than vocabulary; it
demands pattern recognition and contextual
thinking. Here are practical steps to improve
your solving speed and accuracy:
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Start with the Fill-in-the-Blank
Clues

Most puzzles include a handful of very
straightforward clues, such as "The ___ of
death" or "Forensic ___". These are often
short words l ike CAUSE ,  TIME ,  or
SCIENCE. Plugging these in early gives you
anchor letters for the rest of the grid.

Look for Acronyms and
Abbreviations

Forensic science is full of abbreviations like
DNA, RNA, ME, DA, GCMS, LCMS, and
FBI. These are easy points because they are
short and use common letters. If a clue is

particularly short, it is almost always an
acronym or a three-letter word.

Use Cross-Checking Letters

If you are stuck on a forensic term like
RIGOR (as in rigor mortis), check the
crossing words. Sometimes the answer
requires a specific letter that only fits one
possibility. For example, if the crossing word
gives you "R_G_R," the only plausible
forensic term is RIGOR.

Think in Terms of Word Length

Crossword grids are strict about length. A 5-
letter clue for "Blood detection chemical"
cannot be LUMINOL (7 letters). Instead, it



might be PHENOL or BENZID (benzidine).
Always count the boxes before guessing.

Sample Clues and Their
Answers

To cement your knowledge, here is a
reference  tab le  of  c lues  and  the i r
corresponding Forensic Science Crossword
Puzzle Answers. You can use this as a cheat
sheet when you encounter a challenging
puzzle.

Clue: Presumptive blood test reagent
– Answer: LUMINOL

Clue: Postmortem examination –
Answer: AUTOPSY
Clue: Fingerprint classification
pioneer – Answer: GALTON
Clue: Chemical used in fuming –
Answer: CYANOACRYLATE
Clue: Sharp instrument used for
cutting – Answer: SCALPEL
Clue: Evidence that cannot be seen by
the naked eye – Answer: TRACE
Clue: The stiffening of muscles after
death – Answer: RIGOR
Clue: The cooling of the body after
death – Answer: ALGOR
Clue


