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Circumpolar Constellations Crossword Puzzle
Answers

Introduction

For  anyone who has gazed up at  a  clear  night  sky,  the slow,
majestic  spin  of  the  stars  around  a  fixed  point  is  a  mesmerizing
sight.  That  fixed  point  –  the  celestial  pole  –  is  the  center  around
which circumpolar constellations eternally wheel, never setting
below  the  horizon  for  observers  at  certain  latitudes.  These
constellations  have  fascinated  astronomers,  navigators,  and
storytellers for millennia.  But they also hold a special,  perhaps
unexpected, appeal for puzzle enthusiasts. If you have ever been
stuck on a crossword clue like "Big Dipper constellation" or "Queen
in the sky," you have encountered the direct link between ancient
star patterns and modern word games. This article explores the
world  of  circumpolar  constellations  crossword  puzzle
answers,  offering  insights  into  the  astronomy  behind  the  clues,
the  most  common  answers,  and  tips  for  solving  constellation-
themed puzzles.

Understanding Circumpolar
Constellations

Before diving into crossword clues, it is essential to understand
what makes a constellation circumpolar. The term "circumpolar"
comes  from  the  Latin  circum  (around)  and  polus  (pole).  A
circumpolar  constellation  is  one  that,  from  a  given  latitude,
appears to circle the celestial pole throughout the night and never
dips below the horizon. This phenomenon occurs because Earth's
rotation causes the entire sky to seem to rotate,  but the area
around the celestial north or south pole remains visible at all times
at the corresponding hemispheres.

For observers in the Northern Hemisphere, the north celestial pole
is currently marked closely by Polaris, the North Star. The set of
constellations that remain above the horizon throughout the year –
the northern circumpolar group – includes:

Ursa Major – the Great Bear, famous for its asterism the Big
Dipper.
Ursa Minor – the Little Bear, which contains Polaris at the
tip of its tail.
Cassiopeia – the Queen, distinguishable by its W-shaped
pattern.
Cepheus – the King, a house-shaped constellation near
Cassiopeia.
Draco – the Dragon, winding between the Big and Little
Bears.
Camelopardalis – the Giraffe, a faint, large constellation.

In the Southern Hemisphere, the south celestial pole is not marked
by a bright star, but a similar set of constellations is circumpolar.
The most prominent among them are the Southern Cross (Crux),
Centaurus,  Carina,  Vela,  and  Octans  (the  constellation
containing  the  pole  itself).  While  crossword  puzzles  worldwide
often  favor  Northern  Hemisphere  constellations,  southern  ones
appear in specialized puzzles or those with an astronomy theme.

How Circumpolar Constellations
Appear in Crossword Puzzles

Crossword  constructors  frequently  draw on  astronomy because

constellation names are distinctive, of moderate length, and often
steeped in mythology. Clues for circumpolar constellations can be
straightforward or cleverly disguised. Typical clue patterns include:

Direct descriptions: "Constellation that never sets in the
north" or "Ursa Major, for one."
Mythological references: "Wife of Cepheus in the sky"
(CASSIOPEIA) or "Hero who slew Medusa" (Perseus, not
circumpolar but related).
Asterism references: "Dipper's constellation" (URSA
MAJOR or URSA MINOR) or "The W-shaped constellation."
Positional clues: "Constellation that contains Polaris"
(URSA MINOR) or "Dragon near the Little Dipper" (DRACO).
Letter counts and wordplay: "Bear in the sky (4 letters)" –
answer could be "URSA" (a common crossword short form for
Ursa Major or Minor).

Because crossword grids often require answers of specific lengths,
the  most  frequently  used  circumpolar  constellation  names  are
those that fit neatly into grids. For example, DRACO (5 letters) and
URSA  (4  letters)  are  very  common.  Longer  names  like
CASSIOPEIA  (9 letters)  and CEPHEUS  (7 letters)  also appear,
especially  in  larger  puzzles.  Occasionally,  constructors  use  the
Latin abbreviations (such as UMa for Ursa Major), but these are
less common in standard crosswords.

Common Crossword Puzzle Answers
for Circumpolar Constellations

If you are solving a crossword and encounter a clue related to a
star pattern that never sets, here is a comprehensive list of the
most likely answers, along with typical clue hints.

Ursa Major

Letters: 9 (U-R-S-A-M-A-J-O-R) or sometimes written as two words
"URSA MAJOR" (9 letters minus space). Many puzzles treat it as a
single continuous string: URSAMAJOR (9 letters). Common clues:
"Big  Dipper's  constellation",  "Great  Bear",  "Constellation  that
contains Mizar and Alcor", "Charles' Wain" (old name).

Ursa Minor

Letters:  9  (U-R-S-A-M-I-N-O-R).  Clues:  "Little  Dipper's
constellation", "Contains the North Star", "Constellation that holds
Polaris", "Cynosure" (another name for the constellation).

Cassiopeia

Letters:  9 (C-A-S-S-I-O-P-E-I-A). Clues: "W-shaped constellation",
"Queen in the sky", "Mother of Andromeda", "Boastful queen of
Ethiopia".

Cepheus

Letters: 7 (C-E-P-H-E-U-S). Clues: "King in the sky", "Husband of
Cassiopeia", "Father of Andromeda", "Constellation near the Little
Dipper".

Draco

Letters:  5  (D-R-A-C-O).  Clues:  "Dragon  constellation",
"Constellation wrapped around the north pole",  "Snake-like star



pattern",  "Ladon's  constellation"  (the  dragon  from  Hercules'
labors).

Camelopardalis

Letters:  14 (C-A-M-E-L-O-P-A-R-D-A-L-I-S).  This is a long answer
rarely  used  in  crosswords,  but  it  appears  occasionally.  Clues:
"Giraffe  constellation",  "Circumpolar  constellation  between  Ursa
Major  and  Cassiopeia".

Lynx

Letters:  4  (L-Y-N-X).  Clues:  "Faint  northern constellation",  "Cat
constellation", "Triangular star pattern near Ursa Major". (Lynx is
not always considered fully circumpolar for all observers, but it is
often grouped with northern circumpolar constellations.)

Southern Cross (Crux)

Letters:  4 (CRUX) or 14 (SOUTHERN CROSS). Clues: "Southern
Hemisphere's  most  famous  constellation",  "Cross-shaped
constellation", "Flag of Australia and New Zealand features this".
Crux  is  not  circumpolar  for  northern  observers,  but  it  is  for
southern ones. Many crosswords include it.

Other Southern Circumpolar Constellations

Centaurus (8 letters), Carina (6 letters), Vela (4 letters), Octans
(6 letters) – these appear less frequently but can be answers for

astronomy-themed puzzles. For example, "Constellation containing
the south celestial pole" points to Octans.

Tips for Solving Crossword Clues
About Constellations

When you see  an  astronomy clue  in  your  crossword,  you can
approach it with a few strategies.

Know the mythology: Many constellations are named after1.
figures from Greek and Roman mythology. For instance,
Cassiopeia was a vain queen, Cepheus her king. Recognizing
these relationships helps decode clues like "Queen's
husband" (CEPHEUS).
Count letters carefully: A clue for "Bear constellation"2.
could be either URSA MAJOR (9 letters) or URSA MINOR (9
letters) if the crossword treats the space. Sometimes the
clue specifies "Great Bear" (URSA MAJOR) or "Little Bear"
(URSA MINOR). Pay attention to length.
Look for asterisms: The Big Dipper and Little Dipper are3.
asterisms within Ursa Major and Ursa Minor. If a clue says
"Dipper's group," the answer is likely URSA. If it says
"Dipper" alone, it might be URSA.
Use cross letters: As with any crossword, filling in4.
intersecting words narrows the possibilities. For example, a
5-letter answer ending in "O" is almost certainly DRACO.
Be aware of alternate names: Ursa Major is also known as5.
the "Great Bear" or "Charles' Wain


