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Mrs Piggle Wiggle Book

There are few characters in children's literature
as delightfully unconventional and endearingly
wise as Mrs. Piggle Wiggle. For generations,
the Mrs Piggle Wiggle Book series has been a
cherished staple on family bookshelves,
offering not just enchanting stories but a
unique perspective on childhood mischief and
parenting. Written by Betty MacDonald, these
books introduce a magical widow who lives in
an upside-down house and possesses a
remarkable talent for curing children of their
most stubborn bad habits. Unlike stern
disciplinarians, Mrs. Piggle Wiggle uses
creativity, humor, and a touch of whimsy to
guide children back to better behavior, making
the lessons feel like adventures rather than
punishments.

The enduring appeal of the Mrs Piggle
Wiggle Book series lies in its ability to speak
directly to children while also gently winking
at parents. MacDonald's stories are filled with
warmth and laughter, offering a refreshing
alternative to more rigid approaches to child-
rearing literature. In this comprehensive
exploration, we will delve into the world of the
original books, their author, the most
memorable cures, their literary legacy, and
why they remain as relevant today as they were
when first published.

The Author Behind the
Magic: Betty MacDonald

To truly appreciate the Mrs Piggle Wiggle
Book, one must understand its creator, Betty
MacDonald. Born in 1908, MacDonald was an
American author best known for her humorous
autobiographical works, including The Egg and
I (1945), which became a bestseller and was
adapted into a film. However, it was her turn to

children's literature that cemented her legacy.
Drawing inspiration from her own experiences
as a mother and her sharp observation of
family dynamics, MacDonald created a
character who seemed to know exactly what
both parents and children needed.

MacDonald wrote only four books in the Mrs.
Piggle Wiggle series: Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle
(1947), Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle’s Magic (1949),
Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle’s Farm (1954), and Hello,
Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle (1957). Although she
passed away in 1958, her creation has lived on
through countless reprints and adaptations. The
books are deeply rooted in a mid-20th-century
American suburban setting, yet the humorous
and empathetic approach to childhood
challenges transcends any era.

The World of Mrs. Piggle
Wiggle

Mrs. Piggle Wiggle lives in a house that is
delightfully peculiar: an upside-down house.
The chimney is on the bottom, and the front
door is on the roof. This whimsical detail
immediately sets the tone—nothing about her
or her methods is ordinary. She smells like
cookies and has a warm, accepting demeanor.
The children in the neighborhood adore her
because she never scolds them; instead, she
seems to understand their quirks and sees the
fun in fixing them.

Parents, on the other hand, often come to her
in desperation. They have tried everything to
correct their child's bad habit—whether it is
not picking up toys, talking back, being a fussy
eater, or refusing to take a bath. Mrs. Piggle
Wiggle listens patiently and then prescribes a
specia l  "cure ."  These  cures  are  not



punishments; they are clever manipulations of
the situation that allow the child to experience
the natural (and often comical) consequences
of their behavior.

The Iconic Cures That Define the
Series

One of the greatest joys of reading a Mrs
Piggle Wiggle Book  is discovering the
creative ways the protagonist helps children
overcome their faults. Below are some of the
most memorable cures that have delighted
readers for decades.

The Won't-Pick-Up-Toys Cure:
When a little girl refuses to put away
her toys, her mother is at her wit's end.
Mrs. Piggle Wiggle suggests that the
mother simply stop picking them up
herself. Instead, she should let the pile
grow and grow until the child can no
longer find her bed or open her door.
The chaos escalates until the child
realizes that life is much more pleasant
when you tidy up. The cure works
through humorous exaggeration—the
child ends up sleeping on a pile of
toys—and it teaches responsibility
without a single angry word.
The Radish Cure: In one of the most
famous stories, a boy named Patsy
refuses to take a bath. Mrs. Piggle
Wiggle sends over a packet of magic
radish seeds. The mother plants them,
and when Patsy avoids the tub, the
radishes begin to grow... in his ears, his
hair, and even between his toes! The
only way to get rid of them is to take a
good long soak. The cure is silly and
imaginative, making bath time seem
like a solution rather than a chore.
The Never-Want-to-Go-to-Bed Cure:
This story features a little girl who fights
bedtime every night. Mrs. Piggle
Wiggle advises the mother to let her
stay up as late as she wants—but to treat
the night like day. The result is a sleepy,

grumpy child who quickly realizes that
bedtime is actually a relief. The lesson
is about natural rhythms and the
importance of sleep.
The Answer-Back Cure: In this tale, a
child who talks back gets a dose of her
own medicine. Mrs. Piggle Wiggle gives
the mother a special powder (made of
invisible, good-natured magic) that
makes the child repeat back everything
her mother says in a mimicking voice.
The child soon finds that constant
repetition is annoying and learns to
communicate respectfully.

Strong> These cures are not meant to be taken
literally, of course. The magic is a narrative
device that allows children to see the absurdity
of their own bad habits. The humor is gentle,
and the message is always clear: good behavior
leads to a happier life for everyone.

Literary Themes and
Lasting Appeal

What makes a Mrs Piggle Wiggle Book more
than just a collection of funny stories is the
underlying philosophy. Betty MacDonald had a
deep faith in children's ability to learn from
their experiences if given the opportunity. She
did not believe in shaming or harsh discipline.
Instead, she advocated for patience, creativity,
and a sense of humor.

Another key theme is the partnership between
parent and child. In many of the stories, the
mother is the one who implements the cure,
guided by Mrs. Piggle Wiggle's advice. This
subtly reinforces that parents are not enemies
but allies in a child's growth. The books also
empower children by making them active
participants in their own improvement—they
choose to change because they see the benefit,
not because they are forced.

The series also reflects a specific historical and
social context: the post-war American family.
H o w e v e r ,  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l
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s t r u g g l e s — t a n t r u m s ,  m e s s i n e s s ,
selfishness—are universal. This timelessness is
why the books continue to find new audiences.
Many parents who grew up reading them now
share them with their own children, creating a
multi-generational bond.

Why the Mrs. Piggle Wiggle Series Is
a Perfect Read-Aloud

The Mrs Piggle Wiggle Book is ideally suited
for reading aloud. The chapters are episodic,
each focusing on a single child and a single
cure. This makes it easy to read one story per
s i t t ing .  The  l anguage  i s  l i ve ly  and
conversational, with plenty of dialogue. The
humorous situations invite animated voices and
shared laughter. Children love predicting what
will happen next, and the repetitive structure
(problem → cure → hilarious consequence →
resolution) is satisfying and comforting.

Moreover, the books provide excellent
springboards for discussions between parents
and children about behavior. After reading
"The Radish Cure," for instance, a parent
might gently ask, "Do you think there is a
radish cure for not wanting to brush your
teeth?" The conversation becomes playful
rather than confrontational.

Criticism and Modern
Reconsideration

No classic is without its critics, and some
modern readers have pointed out that the Mrs
Piggle Wiggle Book contains elements that
feel dated or problematic. For instance, the
gender roles are quite traditional: mothers are
primarily responsible for child-rearing, while
fathers are often absent or slightly oblivious.
Some cures, like the one for "The Show-Off
Cure," involve public embarrassment, which
might raise eyebrows in an era of gentle
parenting.

However, many defenders argue that the books

should be read in their historical context. The
core message—using empathy and creativity to
help children grow—remains positive. Editions
published in later years sometimes include
editorial notes that help parents discuss these
differences with their children. The humor and
warmth are strong enough to overcome most
concerns, and many families choose to
embrace the quirkiness while acknowledging
the outdated aspects.

Legacy and Adaptations

The Mrs Piggle Wiggle Book series has
inspired numerous adaptations over the
decades. In 1947, a musical adaptation was
performed on the radio. More recently, there
have been stage plays, audio recordings
narrated by beloved actors, and even a
television adaptation. In 2000, a direct-to-
video film titled Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle was
released, starring Dom DeLuise and a cast of
recognizable actors.

Additionally, a newer series of books written
by other authors—such as Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle's
Deedee and further titles—has attempted to
extend the franchise. While these are not by
Betty MacDonald, they keep the spirit alive for
a new generation. Libraries often shelve the
original books together, and they are
frequently recommended as classic children's
literature.

The impact of the series on children's literature
can be seen in later books that use humor and
gentle magic to address behavioral issues.
Think of Mary Poppins, Nanny McPhee, or the
fictional nannies and caregivers who use
unconventional methods. Mrs. Piggle Wiggle
was a precursor to these characters ,
establishing the archetype of the whimsical,
wise woman who fixes families with a spoonful
of sugar—and a little bit of magic.



How to Introduce Your
Child to Mrs. Piggle

Wiggle

If you are a parent or educator wondering how
to start, the best place is the first book: Mrs.
Piggle-Wiggle. It contains the most classic
cures, including "The Won't-Pick-Up-Toys
Cure" and "The Radish Cure." For younger
children (ages 4-7), you may want to read one
story at a time. Older children (ages 7-10) can
enjoy the entire book and even read it on their
own.

Consider pairing the reading with simple
activities. After reading "The Won't-Pick-Up-
Toys Cure," you could challenge your child to
a 5-minute cleanup race. After "The Radish
Cure", you could talk about hygiene in a silly
way—perhaps by pretending you see radishes
growing in their hair. The key is to keep the
tone light and playful, just like Mrs. Piggle
Wiggle herself.

Many libraries carry multiple copies of the
Mrs Piggle Wiggle Book series. They are also
widely available in e-book format. The original

illustrations by Hilary Knight (who also
illustrated the Eloise books) add immeasurably
to the charm, so look for editions that preserve
the classic artwork.

Final Thoughts on the Mrs. Piggle
Wiggle Book Series

In a world where parenting advice often feels
overwhelming and contradictory, the Mrs
Piggle Wiggle Book reminds us of the power
of a good laugh. Betty MacDonald created a
character who embodies compassion,
creativity, and a deep respect for the
intelligence of children. Her cures are not
about control but about allowing children to
see the world clearly. The books encourage
families to navigate challenges together, with
imagination and a sense of humor.
As you turn the pages with your child, you will
rediscover the magic that has captivated
readers for over seventy years. Mrs. Piggle
Wiggle lives on in her upside-down house,
with her cookie-scented presence and her
magical remedies, reminding us that the best
way to solve a problem is often with a twinkle
in the eye and a heart full of patience. For
anyone


