
The Tragedy Of Romeo And Juliet
Act 2 Cloze Activity

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by Carter & Benton •
Books are a uniquely portable magic. • Page 1

The Tragedy Of
Romeo And Juliet

Act 2 Cloze
Activity

Unlocking
Shakespear
e: The
Educational
Power of
The
Tragedy Of
Romeo And
Juliet Act 2
Cloze
Activity

For  gene ra t i ons ,
s t u d e n t s  h a v e

approached the works
o f  W i l l i a m
Shakespeare with a
mixture of reverence
and trepidation. The
l a n g u a g e ,  w h i l e
beautiful, can feel like
a foreign tongue to
m o d e r n  r e a d e r s .
N o w h e r e  i s  t h i s
linguistic challenge
more apparent than in
the star-crossed love
s t o r y  o f  V e r o n a .
E d u c a t o r s  a r e
constantly seeking
innovative methods to
bridge the gap between
Elizabethan English



and contemporary
understanding. One of
the most effective, yet
often underutilized,
t o o l s  i n  t h e
S h a k e s p e a r e a n
educator's kit is the
c l o z e  a c t i v i t y .
Specifically, The
Tragedy Of Romeo
And Jul ie t  Act  2
Cloze Activity offers a
unique pathway into
the text ,  a l lowing
students to engage
d e e p l y  w i t h  t h e
language, structure,
and themes of  the
play's most famous act.
This article explores
the  mu l t i f ace ted
benefits of this
pedagogical approach,
offering insights into
h o w  i t  e n h a n c e s
c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,
vocabulary acquisition,
a n d  l i t e r a r y
appreciation.

Understand
ing the
Cloze
Procedure
in Literary
Education

Before diving into the
specifics of Act 2, it is
essential to understand
what a cloze activity is
a n d  w h y  i t  i s  s o
effective. A cloze
passage is a segment of
t e x t  f r o m  w h i c h
certain words have
been removed. The
student's task is to fill
in the blanks, using
context clues, prior
k n o w l e d g e ,  a n d
linguistic intuition.
This is not merely a
test of memory; it is an
exercise in act ive
reading and prediction.
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The Cognitive
Mechanics of

Cloze Tasks

W h e n  a  s t u d e n t
engages with a cloze
activity, their brain is
forced to work in a
specific way. Instead
of passively scanning
the words, the reader
m u s t  c o n s t a n t l y
hypothesize. "What
word could fit here,
given the syntax?"
"What noun makes
s e n s e  a f t e r  t h i s
adjective?" "What
verb  matches  the
emotional tone of this
so l i l oquy?"  Th i s
process, known as the
"closure" mechanism,
is a fundamental aspect
o f  h o w  h u m a n s
process language. By
r e m o v i n g  k e y
v o c a b u l a r y ,  t h e
instructor forces the
student to become a
co-creator of the text.

T h i s  a c t i v e
participation leads to
higher retention rates
a n d  a  d e e p e r
understanding of the
author's craft.

Why Act 2 Is the
Perfect Candidate

Act 2 of Romeo and
Juliet is arguably the
e m o t i o n a l  a n d
thematic heart of the
play. It contains the
iconic Balcony Scene,
the secret marriage,
and the escalating
tension between love
and societal conflict.
The language in this
act is particularly rich,
dense with metaphor,
simile, and passionate
declarative statements.
A The Tragedy Of
Romeo And Juliet
Act 2 Cloze Activity
al lows students to
focus intensely on the
specific language



choices Shakespeare
made.  Why did he
choose "wherefore"
instead of "why"?
W h a t  i s  t h e
significance of the
l i g h t  a n d  d a r k
imagery? By filling in
the blanks, students are
forced to consider
these choices on a
granular level.

Key
Benefits of
Using a
Cloze
Activity for
Act 2

Integrating a cloze
activity into a unit on
Romeo and Juliet is not
just a way to fill time;
i t  i s  a  s t r a t e g i c
e d u c a t i o n a l
intervention. Here are
the primary benefits:

Enhanced
Vocabulary
Retention:
Instead of
memorizing a
glossary list,
students learn
words in
context. When
they must
supply the
correct word to
complete the
line "But soft,
what light
through yonder
______
breaks?" they
are far more
likely to
remember
"window" and
its poetic
context than if
they had simply
read the line.
Improved
Grammar and
Syntax
Awareness:
Shakespeare's
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sentence
structure is
often inverted
(e.g., "It is the
east, and Juliet
is the sun").
Cloze activities
force students
to grapple with
this syntax.
They must
understand the
subject, verb,
and object
relationships to
predict the
missing word
correctly.
Deepened
Comprehensio
n of Theme:
Removing key
words related to
themes—such
as "love,"
"death," "fate,"
and
"hate"—forces
students to
consider the
thematic weight

of each line.
Increased
Engagement:
A blank space is
an invitation. It
turns reading
from a passive
activity into a
puzzle. This is
particularly
effective for
reluctant
readers who
may feel
intimidated by
the sheer
volume of text
in a full play.

Crafting an
Effective
Act 2 Cloze
Activity

Not all cloze activities
are created equal. An
effective one requires
careful planning. If
you are an educator or



a student looking to
create a study guide,
c o n s i d e r  t h e s e
p r i n c i p l e s  w h e n
d e s i g n i n g  T h e
Tragedy Of Romeo
And Jul ie t  Act  2
Cloze Activity .

Selecting the
Right Passage

The best passages are
t h o s e  t h a t  a r e
thematically significant
and l inguist ical ly
challenging. Avoid
removing words from
the first line or the last
line of a speech, as
these often contain
crucial context clues.
Good  cand ida t e s
include:

The Balcony1.
Scene (Act 2,
Scene 2): Focus
on the
"Wherefore art
thou Romeo?"

speech. Remove
nouns related to
family
("Montague,"
"Capulet") and
abstract
concepts
("name,"
"love").
The Marriage2.
Scene (Act 2,
Scene 6): Focus
on Friar
Laurence's
warning.
Remove verbs
of consequence
("consume,"
"taste") and
related imagery
("honey,"
"poison").
The Mercutio3.
Monologue
(Act 2, Scene
4): Focus on the
Queen Mab
speech (if
covered) or his
witty banter.
Remove
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adjectives and
adverbs related
to humor and
speed.

Determining the
Deletion Pattern

There are two main
schools of thought:

Every "nth"
Word
(Mechanical):
This removes
every 5th, 7th,
or 10th word. It
is good for
general
comprehension
and grammar
review.
Targeted
Deletion
(Semantic):
This removes
specific types of
words (e.g., all
metaphors, all
verbs of action,
all familial

terms). This is
superior for
thematic
analysis. For a
Tragedy Of
Romeo And
Juliet Act 2
Cloze Activity,
targeted
deletion is
usually more
effective
because it
focuses on the
specific literary
devices
Shakespeare
uses.

Providing a Word
Bank vs. Open-
Ended Cloze

A word bank offers a
l i s t  o f  p o s s i b l e
answers, reducing the
cognitive load. An
open-ended cloze is
more difficult but
encourages deeper
critical thinking. For



struggling readers, a
w o r d  b a n k  i s
recommended. For
advanced students, an
open-ended format
pushes them to rely
purely on context.

Sample
Passage: A
Practical
Application

To illustrate the power
of this  tool ,  let  us
examine a  sample
from Act 2, Scene 2.
Consider the following
excerpt with targeted
deletions (answers are
provided for clarity,
but would be blank in
the actual activity):

Original Text:
"But, soft! what light
t h r o u g h  y o n d e r
window breaks?
It is the east, and Juliet

is the sun.
Arise, fair sun, and kill
the envious moon,
Who is already sick
and pale with grief,"

C l o z e  A c t i v i t y
Version:

"But, soft! what light
t h r o u g h  y o n d e r
_ _ _ _ _ _ [ w i n d o w ]
breaks?
It is the east, and Juliet
is the ______[sun].
A r i s e ,  f a i r
______[sun], and kill
t h e  e n v i o u s
______[moon],
Who is already sick
a n d  p a l e  w i t h
______[grief],"

By completing this
activity, a student is
not just reading; they
are reconstructing the
celestial imagery. They
must understand that
J u l i e t  i s  b e i n g
compared to the sun,
and that the moon is a
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rival. The word "grief"
i s  c r u c i a l ,  a s  i t
personifies the moon
and sets up the theme
of envy. This simple
exercise unlocks layers
of  meaning  tha t  a
standard reading might
miss.

Integrating
the Activity
into a
Broader
Lesson Plan

The The Tragedy Of
Romeo And Juliet
Act 2 Cloze Activity
should not exist in a
vacuum. It works best
as a scaffolded task
within a larger unit.

Pre-Reading
Strategy

Use the cloze activity
as a "hook" before the

students even read the
scene. Provide the
passage without the
a n s w e r s  a n d  a s k
students to predict
what words might fit.
This activates prior
knowledge and primes
them for the themes
they will encounter.
Discuss the predictions
as a class. Why did you
choose "light" instead
of "dark"? Why does
"east" make sense?

During-Reading
Support

For struggling readers,
having a  part ia l ly
c o m p l e t e d  c l o z e
activity while listening
to an audio recording
of  the  p lay  can be
incredibly beneficial. It
gives them a roadmap.
They know where to
l i s t e n  f o r  k e y
information.  This
reduces anxiety and



i n c r e a s e s
comprehension.

Post-Reading
Assessment

After reading the act,
the  c loze  act iv i ty
serves as an excellent
review tool. It can be
u s e d  a s  a  q u i z ,  a
homework assignment,
or  a  col laborat ive
g r o u p  a c t i v i t y .
Comparing answers
forces students to
defend their  word
choices, leading to rich
discussions about
diction and authorial
intent.

Addressing
Common
Challenges

While the benefits are
significant, teachers
mus t  be  aware  o f
potential pitfalls when

implementing a The
Tragedy Of Romeo
And Jul ie t  Act  2
Cloze Activity .

Frustration
Levels: If too
many words are
removed, or if
the deletions are
too obscure,
students will
become
frustrated. Start
with a lower
deletion ratio
(e.g., every 10th
word) and
increase
difficulty as
students
become more
comfortable.
Literal vs.
Poetic
Answers:
Sometimes, a
student will
supply a
grammatically
correct but
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thematically
wrong answer.
For example, in
the quote above,
a student might
write "bright"
instead of
"sun." It is
important to
acknowledge
the logic of the
answer while
guiding them
toward
Shakespeare's
specific word
choice. The
discussion is
often more
valuable than
the correct
answer itself.
Time
Constraints:
Cloze activities
take time. Do
not rush them.
The goal is
processing, not
completion
speed.

Expanding
the
Activity:
Digital and
Interactive
Options

I n  t h e  m o d e r n
c l a s s r o o m ,  t h e
traditional paper-based
cloze activity can be
e n h a n c e d  w i t h
technology. Interactive
whiteboards allow for
w h o l e - c l a s s
participation. Digital
worksheets can be
auto-graded, providing
instant  feedback.
There are also online
platforms that allow
teachers to create
custom cloze passages
that highlight specific
s e m a n t i c
fields—perfect for a
detailed analysis of
Act 2.



Gamification of
the Cloze Task

Consider turning the
activity into a game.
Divide the class into
t e a m s .  R e a d  t h e
passage aloud slowly,
pausing at the blank
spaces. The first team
to correctly shout out
the  mis s ing  word
scores a point. This
injects energy into the
lesson and appeals to
k i n e s t h e t i c  a n d
auditory learners. This
competitive format is
particularly effective
for the more dramatic
sections of Act 2, such
as the balcony scene.

The Role of
Semantic
Keywords
in the Cloze

Strategy

When designing the
activity, pay close
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e
semantic weight of the
words you remove. In
Act 2, certain semantic
fields dominate:

Light and
Dark: Sun,
moon, stars,
fire, torch,
night, shadow.
Religion and
Pilgrimage:
Holy, saint,
shrine, sin,
grace, prayer.
Love and
Sorrow: Love,
heart, sigh,
grief, joy, bliss,
woe.
Time and
Speed: Swift,
wings, haste,
slow, minute,
hour.
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By systematical ly
removing words from
these fields, you are
training your students
to recognize the play's
thematic architecture.
A well-designed The
Tragedy Of Romeo
And Jul ie t  Act  2
Cloze Activity  i s
essentially a guide that
teaches students how
to read Shakespeare as
a  s y s t e m  o f
interconnected images
and ideas, rather than a
collection of confusing
old words.

Assessment
and
Differentiati
on

One of the greatest
strengths of the cloze
activity is its flexibility
for different learning
levels.

For English
Language
Learners
(ELL): Provide
a longer word
bank with
picture cues.
Focus on
concrete nouns
and simple
verbs.
For Advanced
Placement
(AP) Students:
Remove the
word bank
entirely. Focus
on complex
adjectives,
inversions, and
figurative
language. Ask
students to
explain why
Shakespeare
chose a specific
word over a
synonym.
For Students
with IEPs:
Allow students



to work in pairs.
Provide the
passage with

every third
word removed
instead of


