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Mitsubishi Radio Code List

Understanding Your
Mitsubishi Radio Code
and Where to Find It

If  you  own a  Mitsubishi  vehicle  and  have
recently  experienced  a  dead  battery,  had
the car battery disconnected, or purchased a
second-hand  Mitsubishi,  you  may  have
encountered a locked radio display showing
"CODE" or  "SAFE."  This  security feature is
designed  to  deter  theft,  but  it  can  be

frustrating  when you don't  have the code
handy. The Mitsubishi Radio Code List is
a valuable resource for owners who need to
unlock  their  factory-installed  audio  system
without  visiting  a  dealership.  In  this
comprehensive  guide,  we  wil l  cover
everything you need to know about locating,
retrieving,  and  entering  your  radio  code,
along with common codes for many popular
Mitsubishi models.

Mitsubishi has been installing code-protected
radios in many of its vehicles since the early



2000s.  The  system  works  by  requiring  a
unique numerical code to be entered after
the radio loses power for any reason. Once
entered  correctly,  the  radio  remains
unlocked until  the next power interruption.
Without the correct code, the radio will not
function,  leaving  you  with  silence  on  the
road.  Understanding how to navigate your
Mitsubishi Radio Code List can save you
time, money, and frustration.

Why Does Mitsubishi
Use Radio Codes?

The  primary  reason  for  the  radio  security
code is to discourage thieves from stealing
the  stereo.  If  a  radio  is  removed  from a
vehicle  without  the  code,  it  becomes
useless—and therefore less valuable on the

black market.  This  simple yet  effective anti-
theft measure has been adopted by many
automobile  manufacturers,  including
Mitsubishi.  However, for legitimate owners,
the code can become a barrier when they
forget it or lose the documentation.

Other common triggers that require you to
enter your code include:

Battery replacement or
disconnection – The most frequent
cause.
Blown fuse replacement – If the
radio circuit is interrupted.
Radio removal or servicing – Any
time the unit loses continuous power.
Second-hand purchase – The
previous owner may not have provided
the code.
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Knowing  where  to  look  for  your  code—or
how  to  generate  one  using  the  serial
number—is essential. This is where a reliable
Mitsubishi  Radio  Code  List  or  code
retrieval  method  comes  into  play.

Where to Find Your
Mitsubishi Radio Code

There are several ways to locate your radio
security code. The exact method depends on
your vehicle model, year, and whether you
have the original documentation. Below we
outline the most common sources.

1. Owner's Manual and Radio Card

When your Mitsubishi was new, it came with
an owner's manual package that included a

small  card  or  sticker  with  the  radio  code
printed on it. This card is often found inside
the glovebox, the owner's manual sleeve, or
the service booklet. Look for a white or silver
sticker  with  a  five-digit  numerical  code.
Some cards also include a serial number for
the radio.

2. Radio Label or Chassis Number

If you cannot find the card, you can retrieve
the  code  by  locating  the  radio's  serial
number. In many Mitsubishi models, you can
access  this  by  pressing  and  holding  a
combination  of  preset  buttons  (such  as
buttons 1 and 6 simultaneously) while the
radio is turned off, or by removing the radio
from the dashboard.  The serial  number  is
usually printed on a label  attached to the
side or back of the unit.



Once you have the serial number, you can
use an online Mitsubishi Radio Code List
generator  or  contact  a  Mitsubishi  dealer.
Many  independent  websites  offer  free  code
generation  based  on  the  serial  number,
especially for older models.

3. Dealership Assistance

Your local Mitsubishi dealership can look up
the  code  using  your  vehicle  identification
number (VIN) and proof of ownership. This
service  may  come  with  a  fee,  but  it  is
guaranteed to be correct.  Be sure to take
your registration or title to verify ownership.

4. Third-Party Online Tools

Several  reputable  websites  specialize  in
providing  Mitsubishi  Radio  Code  List

entries for free or for a small fee. These tools
typically  require  the  radio's  serial  number
and sometimes the model number. Exercise
caution and use trusted sites to avoid scams.

Common Mitsubishi
Radio Codes List (By
Model Series)

Below you will  find a  general  guide to  radio
codes for popular Mitsubishi models. Note:
These codes are not universal;  each radio
has  its  own unique code derived from its
serial  number.  The  following  list  provides
examples and patterns for certain series, but
you  must  still  obtain  the  specific  code  for
your  unit.
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Mitsubishi Lancer (2002–2015) –
Many Lancer radios use codes starting
with 1, 2, or 3. Common patterns:
12345, 11111, 22222. However, the
actual code is usually a unique five-
digit number.
Mitsubishi Outlander (2003–2019)
– Codes often fall between 10000 and
99999. Check the serial number label
on the radio chassis.
Mitsubishi Pajero / Montero
(1999–2016) – Similar to the
Outlander; the code can often be
calculated from the serial using free
online tools.
Mitsubishi Colt (2004–2013) – Many
Colt radios use a four- or five-digit
code, sometimes printed on a sticker
inside the glovebox.
Mitsubishi Eclipse (2000–2012) –

Codes typically start with 1 or 2 and
are five digits. The serial number is
needed.
Mitsubishi Galant (1999–2012) –
The code card is often located in the
owner's manual. Serial numbers can
be accessed using the radio's button
combination.

If your model is not listed above, the general
process remains the same: locate the serial
number,  then  use  a  code  calculator  or
dealership  to  retrieve  your  specific  entry
from  the  Mitsubishi  Radio  Code  List.

How to Enter the



Mitsubishi Radio Code

Once you have the correct code, entering it
is  straightforward.  However,  the  exact
button sequence may vary slightly by model.
Here  is  the  standard  procedure  for  most
Mitsubishi factory radios:

Turn the ignition to the ACC or ON1.
position. The radio will display "CODE"
or "SAFE."
Use the preset buttons (1 through 6)2.
to enter the code digits. For example,
if your code is 12345, press button 1
once, button 2 twice, etc. Some
models require pressing the button
repeatedly to cycle through numbers.
After entering all digits, press and hold3.
the TUNE knob or the SCAN button

for about 2 seconds, or press the
ENTER button if available.
The radio should unlock and begin4.
playing. If it displays "WAIT," leave the
ignition on for up to an hour before
trying again.

Important:  If  you enter an incorrect code
too many times (usually 10 attempts), the
radio  may  lock  permanently  and  require
dealership  intervention.  Always  double-
check  your  code  before  entering.

Troubleshooting
Common Mitsubishi
Radio Code Issues

Even with a valid code, you might encounter
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problems. Here are some solutions:

Radio Shows "ERR" or "WAIT"

This indicates too many incorrect attempts.
Leave the ignition on for 60 minutes with the
radio powered on (but not operating). After
the wait  period,  the code entry mode will
reset.

Lost Both Code and Serial Number

If you cannot access the serial number via
button  combinations,  you  may  need  to
remove the radio. Use trim removal tools to
gently pry the radio out  of  the dash.  The
serial  number  is  on  a  label.  Alternatively,
take the car to a Mitsubishi service center.

Code Card Blank or Illegible

In rare cases, the code card may have faded.
Check  the  back  of  the  glovebox  door  or
under the fuse box cover—some Mitsubishi
models hide the code there. If all else fails,
use a free online Mitsubishi Radio Code
List generator by entering the radio's model
number and serial number.

Aftermarket Radio Replacement

If your factory radio has been replaced with
an  aftermarket  unit,  this  article  does  not
apply. However, if you reinstall the original
Mitsubishi  radio,  the code will  be required
again.



Where to Get a Reliable
Mitsubishi Radio Code

List Online

Many  websites  claim  to  offer  free
Mitsubishi  Radio  Code  List  generation,
but not all are trustworthy. We recommend
the following:

Mitsubishi official website – Some
regions provide code lookup via the
owner's portal.
Automotive forums – Communities
like Mitsubishi Owners Club have
threads with code calculators.
Reputable third-party tools – Sites
like radio-code.com or
mitsubishicode.com are popular, but

always read reviews.

Always ensure the site uses HTTPS and does
not  ask  for  sensitive  personal  information
beyond the radio serial number.

Preventing Future
Lockouts

Once you have retrieved your code, save it
in multiple places:

Write it in your owner's manual.
Take a photo of the code card and
store it in your phone.
Keep a note in your wallet or vehicle
registration packet.

Also, if you plan to disconnect the battery for
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any reason (e.g., winter storage), you might
consider  using  a  memory  saver  device  to
keep the radio powered and avoid the code
prompt altogether.

Conclusion

Dealing with a locked Mitsubishi radio can be
a minor inconvenience if you know where to
look.  The Mitsubishi Radio Code List  is
not a single universal set of numbers, but

rather a collection of unique codes tied to
individual  radios.  By  following  the  steps
outlined in this article—locating your serial
number,  using  reliable  code  retrieval
m e t h o d s ,  a n d  e n t e r i n g  t h e  c o d e
correctly—you  can  restore  your  audio
system quickly. Always keep your code in a
safe place to avoid repeating the process.
With  a  l i t t le  pat ience  and  the  r ight
information, you'll be back to enjoying your
favorite tunes in no time.


