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List Of Romantic Poets Of English Literature

Introduction: The Dawn of the Romantic Era in English
Poetry

The English Romantic period, flourishing from roughly 1798 to 1837, represents one of
the most transformative and emotionally resonant movements in literary history. It was
a time of profound social change, political upheaval, and a deep, collective yearning for
authenticity, individualism, and a return to the sublime power of nature. At the heart of
this  revolution were the poets  themselves—visionaries,  rebels,  and dreamers  who
rejected the rigid  rationality  of  the  Neoclassical  age in  favor  of  intense emotion,
imagination,  and  the  raw  beauty  of  the  natural  world.  For  anyone  seeking  to
understand the foundations of  modern English literature,  a comprehensive list of
Romantic poets of English literature  is  not just a catalogue of names; it  is  a



gateway to exploring the human spirit at its most passionate and reflective. This article
provides an in-depth journey through the lives, works, and enduring legacies of the
poets who defined this remarkable era.

The First Generation: Pioneers of the Romantic Spirit

The initial wave of Romantic poets laid the ideological and stylistic groundwork for the
movement. They were driven by a desire to simplify poetic language, elevate the
common man, and explore the profound connection between the human mind and the
natural environment. These poets directly challenged the established norms of 18th-
century poetry, opting instead for sincerity, introspection, and a return to what they
considered the "natural" state of human expression.

William Wordsworth (1770–1850)

No list of Romantic poets of English literature can begin anywhere other than
with  William  Wordsworth.  Often  regarded  as  the  father  of  the  English  Romantic
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movement, Wordsworth's revolutionary ideas were articulated in the famous preface to
Lyrical Ballads (1798), co-authored with Samuel Taylor Coleridge. He championed the
use of "the language of ordinary men" and focused on the rustic life of common people,
believing that in their simple existence, one could find the purest reflection of human
emotion. His masterpiece, The Prelude, is a monumental autobiographical epic that
traces the "growth of a poet's mind," and poems like "I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud"
(often  called  "Daffodils")  and  "Tintern  Abbey"  are  quintessential  examples  of  his
philosophy. Wordsworth's poetry is marked by a deep, meditative love for nature, not
as a mere backdrop, but as an active, guiding force that shapes moral character and
provides spiritual solace.

Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772–1834)

Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge,  Wordsworth's  close  friend  and  collaborator,  brought  a
contrasting but equally vital element to the movement. While Wordsworth focused on
the ordinary, Coleridge excelled at the supernatural, the exotic, and the mysterious.
His  conversation  poems,  such  as  "The  Eolian  Harp"  and  "Frost  at  Midnight,"  are



introspective and meditative, but he is best known for his two visionary poems: "The
Rime of  the Ancient  Mariner"  and the fragmentary "Kubla Khan."  In  "The Ancient
Mariner," Coleridge weaves a haunting tale of sin, guilt, and redemption set against a
backdrop of ghostly seas and supernatural forces. "Kubla Khan," allegedly composed
under  the  influence  of  opium,  remains  one  of  the  most  mesmerizing  and  mysterious
poems in the English language, a testament to the power of imagination. Coleridge's
critical  works,  particularly  his  Biographia  Literaria,  also  established  him  as  a
foundational figure in literary criticism.

William Blake (1757–1827)

Although Blake was largely unrecognized in his own time, his unique visionary genius
has since secured his  place on any serious list  of  Romantic poets of English
literature. Blake was a true eccentric—a poet, painter, and printmaker who created
an entire mythological system. His work is characterized by its intense spiritual and
political  radicalism.  In  collections  like  Songs  of  Innocence  and  of  Experience,  he
contrasts the naive, joyful state of the child with the corrupted, oppressive world of
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adulthood. Poems like "The Tyger" and "The Lamb" are deceptively simple yet explore
profound questions about creation, divinity, and the duality of existence. Blake's poetry
is  fiercely  anti-authoritarian,  critiquing  the  church,  the  state,  and  the  industrial
revolution for binding the human spirit. His famous line about building "Jerusalem" in
England's "green & pleasant Land" remains a powerful symbol of utopian hope.

The Second Generation: The Titans of Passion and Rebellion

The second generation of Romantic poets emerged in the early 19th century. They
lived shorter, more dramatic lives, often marked by scandal, exile, and early death.
Their poetry became more intensely personal, more politically outspoken, and more
devoted to ideals of liberty, beauty, and passionate love. This group represents the
popular, rebellious image of the Romantic poet that survives in the cultural imagination
today.



George Gordon, Lord Byron (1788–1824)

Lord Byron was the rock star of the Romantic era—famous, scandalous, and irresistibly
charismatic.  His  life  was  as  dramatic  as  his  poetry,  filled  with  numerous  love  affairs,
political activism, and a self-imposed exile from England. Byron created the "Byronic
hero": a brooding, arrogant, and mysterious figure who is haunted by his past and at
odds with society. His long narrative poem Childe Harold's Pilgrimage made him an
instant celebrity. His satirical masterpiece Don Juan is a sprawling, witty, and cynical
epic that mocks social conventions, hypocrisy, and the very nature of heroism. Byron's
poetry is passionate, energetic, and often darkly humorous. His dedication to the Greek
War of Independence, where he ultimately died of fever, cemented his legend as a
poet of action and liberty.

Percy Bysshe Shelley (1792–1822)

Percy  Bysshe  Shelley  was  the  intellectual  and  idealistic  firebrand  of  the  Romantic
movement. A committed atheist and radical political thinker, Shelley believed in the
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power of poetry to transform society and inspire moral change. He was expelled from
Oxford for writing a pamphlet on atheism and spent much of his short life in self-
imposed exile in Italy. His poetry is highly lyrical and ethereal, soaring on the wings of
imagination. Works like "Ode to the West Wind," "To a Skylark," and "The Cloud" are
masterpieces of pure poetic energy. His longer works, such as Prometheus Unbound,
are  allegorical  dramas  about  the  overthrow  of  tyranny  and  the  redemption  of
humanity.  Perhaps  no  other  poet  in  this  list  of  Romantic  poets  of  English
literature was so dedicated to the idea of poets as the "unacknowledged legislators of
the world." His tragic drowning at the age of 29 cut short a brilliant and still-evolving
career.

John Keats (1795–1821)

John Keats is perhaps the most beloved of all the Romantic poets for his exquisite
sensitivity  to  beauty  and  his  profound  understanding  of  human  suffering.  Born  into
humble circumstances, Keats trained as a surgeon before dedicating himself fully to
poetry.  He possessed an extraordinary  ability  to  connect  with  the  physical  world



through sensory details—sight, sound, taste, touch, and smell. His great odes, written
in  a  spectacular  burst  of  creativity  in  1819,  are  among  the  finest  poems  in  English.
"Ode on a Grecian Urn," "Ode to a Nightingale," and "To Autumn" explore the tension
between  the  permanence  of  art  and  the  fleeting  nature  of  life.  Keats's  concept  of
"negative capability"—the ability to remain in uncertainty and doubt without reaching
for fact or reason—is a cornerstone of literary criticism. His own life was marked by
tragedy—the death of his mother and brother from tuberculosis, a doomed love affair
with Fanny Brawne, and his own premature death from the same disease at age 25.
Keats's poetry is a celebration of beauty born from a deep awareness of its inevitable
loss.

Beyond the Major Figures: The Broader Landscape of
Romantic Poetry

While the names above dominate the canon, a truly comprehensive list of Romantic
poets  of  English  literature  must  also  include  a  number  of  other  significant  voices
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who contributed to the richness and diversity of the era. These poets often worked
outside the immediate circles of the "big six" yet produced work of lasting importance.

John Clare (1793–1864)

John  Clare,  the  "Peasant  Poet,"  offers  a  unique  and  vital  perspective.  Unlike  the
university-educated Romantics, Clare was a farm laborer from Northamptonshire. His
poetry is a precise, loving, and unidealized record of the natural world and village life
as it  was being destroyed by the Enclosure Acts.  Clare wrote about  the specific local
birds,  plants,  and landscapes he knew intimately.  His  work,  which often explores
themes  of  loss,  poverty,  and  mental  instability  (he  spent  his  final  decades  in  an
asylum),  is  valued  today  for  its  ecological  consciousness  and  its  authentic,
unsentimental  voice.

Robert Burns (1759–1796)

Though often classified as a pre-Romantic poet, Robert Burns is a crucial precursor and
contemporary  whose  influence  is  immense.  The  Scottish  national  poet,  Burns



composed in both Scots dialect and standard English. His poems and songs celebrate
love, friendship, rustic life, and political liberty. Works like "Auld Lang Syne," "Tam o'
Shanter," and "To a Mouse" demonstrate his profound empathy for the poor and his
sharp satirical wit. Burns's focus on authentic folk tradition and ordinary people directly
parallels the core tenets of the Romantic movement.

Mary Shelley (1797–1851)

While primarily known as the author of the novel Frankenstein, Mary Shelley was also a
poet and a profound intellectual figure within the Romantic circle. As the wife of Percy
Bysshe Shelley and the daughter of the philosopher Mary Wollstonecraft,  she was
immersed in  the era's  radical  ideas.  Her  poems,  though less famous than her  fiction,
explore themes of grief, loss, and memory, often with a dark, gothic sensibility. Her
role in preserving and editing Percy Shelley's work was also invaluable.

Female Voices of the Romantic Era

Any modern list of Romantic poets of English literature must acknowledge the
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significant  contributions  of  women  writers  who  were  active  during  this  period.  These
poets often navigated restrictive social conventions while producing powerful work.

Charlotte Smith (1749–1806): Often cited as a crucial influence on the first
generation of Romantics, Smith's Elegiac Sonnets revitalized the sonnet form and
explored themes of melancholy, nature, and personal distress.
Anna Laetitia Barbauld (1743–1825): A poet, essayist, and children's author,
Barbauld was a respected literary figure whose work engaged with politics,
religion, and social issues.
Felicia Hemans (1793–1835): One of the most popular poets of her day,
Hemans is known for her emotionally charged poems about domestic life,
heroism, and war, including the famous "Casabianca" ("The boy stood on the
burning deck").
Letitia Elizabeth Landon (1802–1838): Writing under the initials "L.E.L.,"
Landon was a prolific poet who achieved immense fame for her lyrical poems
about love, loss, and the fate of women artists.



The Enduring Legacy of the Romantic Poets

The impact of the list of Romantic poets of English literature extends far beyond
the 19th century. The Romantics fundamentally changed how we think about the role
of the artist, the value of emotion, and our relationship with nature. They championed
the individual  imagination as the supreme creative force,  a  concept  that  remains
central  to  modern  art  and  literature.  Their  emphasis  on  personal  feeling  and
introspection paved the way for the psychological depth of Victorian and Modernist
literature. Their commitment to political liberty and social justice inspired generations
of reformers and activists.

The  Romantic  movement  also  had  a  lasting  influence  on  our  environmental
consciousness. The deep reverence for nature expressed by Wordsworth, Coleridge,
and Clare resonates powerfully in an age of  climate change, reminding us of  the
spiritual and psychological value of the natural world. The Romantics taught us to see a
landscape not just as a resource to be exploited, but as a living presence with the
power to heal, teach, and inspire.
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Furthermore,  the  Romantic  poets  fundamentally  expanded  the  subject  matter  of
poetry. They wrote about childhood, dreams, madness, the supernatural, and the inner
world of the psyche with a seriousness and intensity that was new to English literature.
They gave voice to the marginalized, celebrated the outcast, and questioned the


