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The Iconic Sound of Ambition: Who Sings The
Apprentice Theme Song

For over a decade, the opening moments of The Apprentice were
synonymous with high stakes, boardroom tension, and the relentless
pursuit of success. As contestants piled out of limousines or marched
through the bustling streets of New York City, one song set the tone
for the drama to follow. That track was "For the Love of Money," and
for anyone who has ever wondered who sings The Apprentice
theme song, the answer is the legendary Philadelphia soul group,
The Q'Jays. This article explores the history of this iconic anthem, its
connection to the show, and why it remains one of the most
memorable television theme songs ever created.

Who Sings The Apprentice Theme Song? Meet
The O'Jays

When viewers ask who sings The Apprentice theme song, the
name that deserves the spotlight is The O'Jays. This legendary vocal
group, formed in Canton, Ohio, in 1958, originally consisted of Eddie
Levert, Walter Williams, William Powell, Bobby Massey, and Bill Isles.
Over the decades, the group experienced lineup changes, but the
core duo of Eddie Levert and Walter Williams remained constant,
steering the group through decades of success. The O'Jays are widely
regarded as pioneers of the Philadelphia soul sound, a smooth yet

powerful blend of rhythm and blues, gospel, and funk that dominated
the 1970s and early 1980s.

Their music is characterized by rich harmonies, socially conscious
lyrics, and an unmistakable energy that moves listeners to both
dance and think. The group was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame in 2005, a testament to their enduring influence on popular
music. While they are responsible for many timeless hits, it is "For
the Love of Money" that became their most iconic track in the
context of television, forever linking them to the high-stakes world of
The Apprentice.

Understanding who sings The Apprentice theme song is not just
about naming a band; it is about appreciating the artistry of a group
that captured the essence of ambition and desire in a single,
unforgettable melody.

The Song: ''For the Love of Money"

"For the Love of Money" was released in 1973 as a single from The
O'Jays' album Ship Ahoy. Co-written by Kenneth Gamble, Leon Huff,
and Anthony Jackson, the song was a commentary on greed and the
corrupting influence of wealth. Its hypnotic bassline, infectious
groove, and powerful vocal delivery made it an instant classic. The
track reached number three on the Billboard Hot 100 and number
one on the R&B charts, solidifying The O'Jays' place in music history.
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The song's lyrics are a cautionary tale, warning against the dangers
of loving money too much:

 "For the love of money, people will steal from their mother."
e "For the love of money, people will rob their own brother."
e "For the love of money, people can't even walk the street."

Despite its critical message, the song became an anthem for success
and ambition. Its driving rhythm and commanding vocals gave it a
powerful, almost menacing energy that perfectly suited the
competitive world of business. This duality—a warning against greed
that still feels exhilarating and aspirational—is precisely what made it
the perfect theme for a television show about high-stakes business
deals and ruthless competition.

The Bassline That Defined a Generation

One cannot discuss "For the Love of Money" without mentioning its
legendary bassline. Performed by Anthony Jackson, the bass riff is
one of the most recognizable in music history. It is simple, repetitive,
and utterly hypnotic. This bassline became the sonic signature of The
Apprentice, instantly signaling to viewers that something important
was about to happen. The combination of the bassline with The
O'Jays' soaring vocals created a track that was both danceable and
intense, making it an ideal choice for a show that blended business
strategy with dramatic conflict.

How ""For the Love of Money'' Became The
Apprentice Theme

When The Apprentice premiered in 2004, producers were looking for
a theme song that would immediately convey the show's core

themes: ambition, competition, wealth, and power. They needed
something instantly recognizable, emotionally charged, and
thematically appropriate. "For the Love of Money" checked every
box.

The decision to use The O'Jays' classic hit was a stroke of genius. The
song's lyrics about the corrupting influence of money directly
mirrored the show's central premise—contenders vying for a
lucrative job and the favor of a billionaire. The track's driving beat
and iconic bassline created a sense of urgency and importance, while
its soulful vocals added a layer of sophistication that elevated the
show's tone.

Interestingly, the original song was slightly edited for television to
better fit the show's pacing and to emphasize certain sections. The
instrumental introduction, featuring the bassline, was often extended
to build anticipation before contestants entered the boardroom. This
adaptation made the track even more synonymous with the show.
So, when anyone asks who sings The Apprentice theme song,
the answer remains unequivocally The O'Jays, but it is also a
testament to how a 1970s soul track can be repurposed to define a
2000s reality television phenomenon.

The Lyrics and Their Resonance with The
Apprentice Theme

The lyrics of "For the Love of Money" carry a double meaning that
perfectly aligns with the narrative of The Apprentice. On the surface,
the song appears to be a straightforward critique of greed. However,
in the context of the show, the lyrics took on a different nuance. They
became an anthem of ambition, celebrating the drive and
determination required to succeed in a cutthroat business



environment.

Consider the lines:

1. "Money, money, money, money... MONEY!" — This chant
became a rallying cry for contestants and viewers alike,
symbolizing the ultimate goal of the competition.

2. "People will steal from their mother for the love of money." —
This line perfectly encapsulated the backstabbing, alliances,
and betrayals that were a staple of the show's drama.

3. "For the love of money, people can't even walk the street." —
This highlighted the high-stakes nature of the game, where
every decision carried weight and consequences.

By using a song that explicitly warns against the dangers of greed,
the show ironically celebrated the very ambition it cautioned against.
This tension made the theme song more than just background music;
it was a commentary on the show's themes. Thus, who sings The
Apprentice theme song is not just a trivia question; it is a key to
understanding the show's complex relationship with wealth and
power.

The Cultural Impact of The Apprentice Theme

The use of "For the Love of Money" as the theme for The Apprentice
had a significant cultural impact. It introduced The O'Jays to a new
generation, many of whom were hearing the song for the first time.
The track experienced a resurgence in popularity, with streams and
downloads increasing dramatically after the show's premiere.

Furthermore, the song became inextricably linked to the show and its
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culture touchstone. Parodies and references appeared in countless
other shows, movies, and commercials, cementing the song's place
in television history. Even after the show's original run ended, the
association remained strong. When the show was revived in 2015
and again in later years, the theme song was brought back,
rekindling the connection between The O'Jays and the franchise.

More Than a Theme: A Symbol of an Era

For many viewers, the opening notes of "For the Love of Money"
immediately evoke memories of the mid-2000s, a time of economic
optimism and reality television dominance. The song became a
symbol of the era's fascination with wealth, entrepreneurship, and
celebrity. It also represented the blending of high culture and pop
culture, with a classic soul track being used to score a modern reality
competition. When people recall the show, they often first think of
the bassline and the question who sings The Apprentice theme
song quickly follows, underscoring the song's lasting impression.

Other Notable Uses of ''For the Love of Money"
in Media

While The Apprentice is arguably the most famous use of "For the
Love of Money," the song has appeared in numerous other media
contexts. Its powerful groove and recognizable melody have made it
a favorite for film and television soundtracks seeking to evoke
themes of greed, ambition, or high-stakes drama.

e Film: The song has been featured in movies such as American
Gangster, Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps, and The Italian Job,
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often playing during scenes involving money, power, or moral
compromise.

» Television: Beyond The Apprentice, the song has been used in
shows like The Simpsons, Family Guy, and 30 Rock, usually as
a parody or homage to the theme of greed.

* Advertising: The song has been licensed for commercials,
especially for financial services and luxury products, leveraging
its association with wealth and success.

e Sports: The song is frequently played at sporting events,
particularly during introductions or moments of high
anticipation, thanks to its building intensity and crowd-pleasing
bassline.

Each of these uses amplifies the song's cultural footprint and
reinforces the answer to the question who sings The Apprentice
theme song. The O'Jays' creation has become a shorthand for
ambition, money, and the pursuit of power, transcending its original
context to become a universal sonic symbol.

The O'Jays' Legacy and the Enduring Power of
the Theme

The legacy of The O'Jays extends far beyond their role as the answer
to who sings The Apprentice theme song. They are one of the
most successful vocal groups of all time, with multiple platinum
albums and a string of hits that include "Love Train," "Back
Stabbers," and "Use Ta Be My Girl." Their music continues to be
sampled and referenced by contemporary artists, from hip-hop to
pop, ensuring that their influence remains relevant.

However, for a generation of television viewers, their legacy is
forever tied to The Apprentice. The song "For the Love of Money"
became the show's auditory logo, instantly recognizable and
emotionally loaded. It is a rare thing for a song written in the 1970s
to become the defining theme of a 2000s reality show, but it
happened because the song's core message and energy were
timeless.

The O'Jays have acknowledged the renewed popularity the show
brought to their music. In interviews, Eddie Levert and Walter
Williams have expressed appreciation for the song's continued
relevance, even if they never imagined it would become the
soundtrack to a business competition. Their ability to create music
that resonates across decades and contexts is a testament to their
artistry.

Conclusion: The Lasting Answer to a Memorable
Question

So, who sings The Apprentice theme song? The answer is The
0'Jays, the iconic soul group from Philadelphia. Their song "For the
Love of Money" became one of the most recognizable television
theme songs in history, perfectly capturing the ambition, drama, and
high stakes of the show. With its hypnotic bassline, powerful vocals,
and timeless warning against greed, the track transcended its 1973
origins to become a cultural touchstone.

The song's use in The Apprentice not only



