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A Deep Dive
into the
Letter From
St Paul to the
Corinthians

The Letter From St
Paul To The
Corinthians

represents one of the
most vibrant,
challenging, and
deeply human pieces
of early Christian
literature. Far from
being a dry theological
treatise, this
correspondence is a
raw, emotional, and

practical guide for a
community struggling
to live out a radical
new faith in a
complicated,

cosmopolitan city. To
read these letters is to
eavesdrop on a
conversation between
a founding apostle and
his spiritual children,
dealing with
everything from sexual
ethics and worship
practices to the very

nature of the
resurrection.
Understanding the

context and content of
these epistles unlocks
a profound
understanding of how

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by Lester & Roberson
Read more, learn more. * Page 1



the early Church
navigated its identity.

Historical
Context: The
Crucible of
Corinth

To truly appreciate the
Letter From St Paul
To The Corinthians,
one must first
understand the city
itself. Corinth in the
first century was a
Roman colony, a
bustling hub of
commerce, culture,
and vice. It was a
crossroads for trade
routes, making it a

melting pot of
ethnicities,
philosophies, and

religions. This vibrant,
often morally lax
environment created
unique pressures for
the newly founded
Christian community
there.

Paul established the
church in Corinth
during his second
missionary journey,
spending about
eighteen months
teaching and building
the community. After
he left, problems
began to emerge. The
church, comprised of
both Jews and
Gentiles, wealthy
patrons and slaves,
struggled with unity.
They were influenced
by the surrounding
culture, leading to
divisions, moral
failings, and confusion
about key doctrines.
The letters we have
are Paul’s pastoral
response to reports
from Chloe’s
household (1
Corinthians 1:11) and
to a letter the
Corinthians

themselves sent
seeking his advice (1
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Corinthians 7:1).

Unpacking 1
Corinthians: A
Church in Crisis

First Corinthians is
arguably the most
practical book in the
New Testament. It
reads like a firefighter
rushing into a burning
building, dealing with
one blaze after
another. The Letter
From St Paul To The
Corinthians

addresses distinct
problems in a direct,
authoritative, yet
loving manner.

Divisions and
Factions

The first major issue
Paul tackles s
factionalism. The
Corinthians were
forming cliques
around their favorite

leaders: Paul, Apollos,
and Peter (Cephas).
Paul is appalled by
this “wisdom of the
world.” He redirects
their focus to the cross
of Christ, the ultimate
symbol of God’s
paradoxical wisdom
and power, which
shatters human pride
and unites all
believers. He argues
that Apollos and Paul
are merely servants,
planting and watering,
but it is God who gives
the growth.

Sexual Immorality

and Church
Discipline

A particularly
shocking report

reaches Paul: a man is
living in an incestuous
relationship with his
stepmother, a sin not
even tolerated among
pagans. Paul
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commands the church
to exercise discipline,
not out of hatred, but
to preserve the purity
of the community and
to bring the offender
to repentance. He
uses the powerful
metaphor of yeast,
arguing that a little
leaven leavens the
whole lump. This
section also includes
Paul’s famous
teaching on sexual
ethics, urging
believers to “flee from
sexual immorality”
and to honor God with
their bodies, which are
temples of the Holy
Spirit.

Lawsuits and
Christian Freedoms

Paul is astonished that
believers are taking
one another to court
before pagan judges.
He argues that it is

better to be wronged
and accept the loss
than to damage the
church’s witness. This
principle of preferring
God’s kingdom over
personal rights is a
recurring theme. He
extends this logic to
the issue of food
sacrificed to idols.
While 1idols are
nothing to Paul, he
argues that knowledge
can puff up, but love
builds up. Therefore, if
eating this food causes
a weaker brother to
stumble, a Christian
should willingly give
up their right to eat it.
This is a profound
lesson in sacrificial
love and community
responsibility.

Problems at the
Lord’s Supper

The divisions in the
church were even
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manifesting during
their communal meals,
which included the
Lord’s Supper. The
wealthy were arriving
early, eating and
drinking to excess,
while the poor went
hungry. Paul sharply
rebukes them,
reminding them that
the Lord’s Supper is a
proclamation of the
Lord’s death until he
comes. To partake in
an unworthy manner,
without discerning the
body of Christ (both
the bread and the
community), is to
bring judgment upon
themselves.

Spiritual Gifts and
the Supreme Gift of
Love

The Corinthians prized
ecstatic gifts,
especially speaking in
tongues, often leading

to chaotic and self-
promoting worship.
Paul does not forbid
these gifts but seeks
to regulate them for
the common good. He
provides a sequential
order for worship,
emphasizing that
everything should be
done decently and in
order. In the midst of
this practical
instruction, he places
one of the most
beautiful and beloved
passages in the Bible:
1 Corinthians 13. This
“Love Chapter”
defines true Christian
love (agape) not as a
feeling but as a
selfless, enduring
action. He concludes
that while prophecies
and tongues will
cease, faith, hope, and
love remain, and the
greatest of these is
love.
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The Resurrection of
the Dead

The final major
theological crisis was
a denial of the bodily
resurrection. Some in
Corinth, influenced by
Greek philosophy
which saw the
physical body as evil,
believed the
resurrection was
merely a spiritual
event. Paul counters
this with a powerful
argument, presenting
the resurrection of

Christ as the
“firstfruits” of a
future, general

resurrection of all
believers. He
describes this new
body as a glorious,
imperishable, spiritual
body, sown in
weakness and raised
in power. This chapter
ends with the
triumphant cry, “O

death, where is your
victory? O death,
where is your sting?”
This hope in the
resurrection gives
meaning, purpose, and
moral urgency to the
entire Christian life.

Unpacking 2
Corinthians: The
Heart of an
Apostle

Second Corinthians is
a very different letter.
It is intensely personal
and autobiographical.
Between the two
letters, Paul had made
a “painful visit” to
Corinth and had
written a “tearful
letter” (which we
likely do not have).
The crisis with the
incestuous man had
been resolved, but
now Paul faced a new
challenge: the arrival
of “super-apostles”



Letter From St Paul To The

Corinthians
who were flesh” is a point of
undermining his contention and
authority. interpretation, but

Paul’s Defense of
His Ministry

These false apostles
boasted of their
credentials, visions,
and eloquence,
causing the
Corinthians to
question Paul, who
was less impressive in
person and speech.
Paul is forced to
defend himself, but he
does SO in a
revolutionary way.
Instead of boasting of

his strengths, he
boasts of his
weaknesses. He
describes the
hardships, beatings,
imprisonments, and

shipwrecks he has
endured for the sake
of the gospel. His
famous “thorn in the

Paul concludes that
God’s grace is
sufficient, and that
God’s power is made
perfect in human
weakness.

The Glory of the
New Covenant

2 Corinthians contains
profound theological
reflections on the
nature of the new
covenant in Christ.
Paul contrasts the
fading glory of Moses’
face with the
surpassing, permanent
glory of the Lord.
Believers, he says,
with unveiled faces,
are being transformed
into the image of
Christ from one
degree of glory to
another. This is a
foundational text for
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the Christian doctrine
of sanctification and
the work of the Holy
Spirit.

The Ministry of
Reconciliation and
the Joy of Giving

In this letter, Paul
articulates the core of
his apostolic mission:
the ministry of
reconciliation. In

Christ, God was
reconciling the world
to himself, not
counting their
trespasses against
them. He then
implores the

Corinthians to be
ambassadors of that
reconciliation, and he
appeals to them to be
reconciled to himself
and to one another.
The letter also
contains a powerful
appeal for a collection
for the impoverished

Christians in
Jerusalem. Paul
challenges the

Corinthians to give
generously and
cheerfully, promising
that God loves a
cheerful giver.

Key Themes and
Theological
Significance

The Letter From St
Paul To The
Corinthians is not
just a historical
document; it is a living
word for the Church
today. Its theological
significance is
immense.

¢ Ecclesiology
(The Nature of
the Church):
The letters teach
that the Church
is the diverse yet
unified body of
Christ, where
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every member
has a vital
function. It is a
community
where love must
govern the use of
freedom and
gifts.
Christology
(The Nature of
Christ): Christ is
supremely
revealed in the
weakness of the
cross, which is
the power of God
for salvation. The
resurrection is
the non-
negotiable
bedrock of
Christian faith
and hope.
Eschatology
(Last Things):
The letters
provide the most
detailed New
Testament
teaching on the
nature of the

resurrected body
and the final
transformation of
believers.
Ethics: Christian
living is not a list
of abstract rules
but a life shaped
by the cross,
motivated by
love, and lived in
community,
honoring God
with our bodies
and our
relationships.
Pastoral
Theology: Paul
models a
passionate,
vulnerable, and
authoritative
pastoral love. He
is willing to
confront sin,
encourage
growth, and
boast in his own
weakness so that
Christ may be
exalted.
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Conclusion: A
Living Legacy

The Letter From St
Paul To The
Corinthians remains
as relevant today as it
was two thousand
years ago. The specific
problems may change,
but the underlying
human struggles are
timeless. We still deal
with division in our
churches, confusion
about morality,
arguments over
worship styles, and a
need to be grounded
in the hope of the
resurrection. These
letters do not offer

simple answers; they
offer a profound and
challenging vision of
what it means to be a
community shaped by
the gospel. They invite
us to move beyond
pride and worldly
wisdom, to build up
one another in love,
and to place our
ultimate hope not in
the powers of this age,
but in the triumphant,
risen Lord. The voice
of Paul, pastoral,
prophetic, and deeply
loving, still speaks,
calling us to a faith
that is lived in the grit
and glory of everyday
life and community.



