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Solos For Young Violinists Violin Part And Piano

Introduction: Unlocking the World
of Violin Repertoire for Young
Players

Every young violinist reaches a pivotal moment when simple
exercises and etudes give way to the joy of performing real
pieces. For teachers, parents, and students alike, finding the
right material that balances technical challenge with musical
reward is essential. The series Solos For Young Violinists
Violin Part And Piano has become a cornerstone in violin
pedagogy, offering a carefully curated collection of works
that  bridge  the  gap  between  beginner  studies  and  the
standard concert repertoire. This article explores everything
you need to know about this series: why it stands out, how to
use  it  effectively,  and  what  makes  it  a  must-have  for
developing violinists.

Whether you are a violin teacher searching for progressive
pieces, a student looking to build a recital program, or a
parent supporting home practice, understanding the value of
the Solos For Young Violinists Violin Part And Piano
books will help you make informed choices. Let’s dive into
the  structure,  benefits,  and  practical  applications  of  this
beloved series.

What Is the Solos For Young
Violinists Series?

Created by renowned violin pedagogue Barbara Barber, the
Solos For Young Violinists Violin Part And Piano series
is  a  multi-volume  collection  of  graded  solo  pieces  with
accompanying  piano  parts.  Unlike  many  anthologies  that
simply  compile  popular  works,  Barber’s  series  is
meticulously  organized  to  align  with  the  technical  and
musical development of young players. Each volume includes
a mix of  original  compositions,  folk melodies,  and classic
pieces  from  the  Baroque,  Classical,  Romantic,  and
contemporary  eras.

The  series  is  widely  used  in  private  studios,  school
orchestras, and youth symphony programs. It is especially
popular  as  a  supplement  to  method  books  like  Essential
Elements or Suzuki, providing real repertoire that motivates
students to practice. The solo parts are printed clearly with
bowings and fingerings, while the piano accompaniments are
arranged to be playable by intermediate pianists,  making
them ideal for studio recitals and competitions.

Structure of the Volumes

The Solos For Young Violinists Violin Part And Piano
series  currently  includes  six  volumes,  ranging  from
elementary to early advanced levels. Each volume contains
approximately  10-15 pieces,  with  the  difficulty  increasing
progressively. The violin part is presented separately from
the piano score, allowing for easy individual practice and
ensemble rehearsal.

Volume 1: For beginners (approximately Suzuki Book
1-2 level). Includes simple folk songs, easy classical
themes, and early string-crossing pieces.

Volume 2: Late elementary to early intermediate.
Introduces more complex rhythms, dynamic contrasts,
and simple shifting.
Volume 3: Intermediate level. Pieces begin to
incorporate double stops, spiccato, and more
expressive phrasing.
Volume 4: Late intermediate. Features works by
composers like Bach, Handel, and Dvořák, alongside
contemporary commission.
Volume 5: Early advanced. Includes concertos, sonata
movements, and virtuosic showpieces.
Volume 6: Advanced. Suitable for high school-level
players preparing for college auditions or competitive
festivals.

Why This Series Stands Out for
Violin Pedagogy

Many  violin  teachers  consider  the  Solos  For  Young
Violinists  Violin  Part  And  Piano  series  an  essential
teaching  tool.  Here  are  the  key  reasons  behind  its
widespread  adoption:

Progressive Technical Demands

Each volume builds on the skills developed in the previous
one.  Barber  carefully  sequences  pieces  so  that  students
encounter  new  technical  challenges—such  as  shifting  to
higher  positions,  playing  hooked  bowings,  or  navigating
chromatic  passages—in  a  gradual,  digestible  way.  This
prevents  frustration  and  encourages  consistent  progress.

Musical Variety

Young  violinists  often  thrive  when  exposed  to  different
styles. The series includes arrangements of folk tunes from
around the world, transcriptions of classical masterpieces,
and  original  works  written  specifically  for  students.  This
variety  keeps  practice  sessions  fresh  and  helps  develop
stylistic awareness.

Strong Piano Accompaniments

One  common  complaint  about  student  repertoire  is  that
piano parts  are  either  too  simple  or  too  difficult  for  the
average  accompanist.  Barber’s  series  solves  this  by
providing accompaniments that are musically engaging yet
accessible to intermediate pianists. This means students can
easily find a teacher, parent, or friend to play with them,
reinforcing ensemble skills.

Educator Insights and Fingering Suggestions

The  editions  include  thoughtful  bowings,  fingerings,  and
phrasing  marks  supplied  by  Barber  herself.  These
pedagogical  markings  are  based  on  years  of  teaching
experience and help students play musically from the start.
Teachers  appreciate  that  they  can  use  the  book  as  a
springboard  for  discussions  about  interpretation  without
having to re-mark every note.



How to Integrate Solos For Young
Violinists Into Your Teaching or

Practice

Whether you are a violin instructor or a dedicated student,
using the Solos For Young Violinists Violin Part And
Piano effectively requires some strategy. Below are practical
tips for maximizing the benefits of this series.

For Teachers: Building Recital Programs

Because the volumes are organized by difficulty,  you can
assign pieces sequentially throughout the school year. Many
teachers use one or two solos per semester, culminating in a
studio  recital.  The  piano  accompaniments  are  readily
available, so you can invite a professional accompanist or
rely  on  a  capable  parent  pianist.  Additionally,  the  series
works well for group classes: students can perform for each
other and discuss the different character of each piece.

For Students: Developing Repertoire for
Auditions

If you are preparing for a youth orchestra audition, a music
festival, or a college entrance exam, the Solos For Young
Violinists Violin Part And Piano series provides excellent
audition-ready  pieces.  Start  by  selecting  a  volume  that
matches  your  current  level,  then  choose  a  piece  that
showcases  your  strengths.  Work on the  solo  part  slowly,
paying  close  attention  to  the  printed  dynamics  and
articulations,  and  then  rehearse  with  the  piano
accompaniment to solidify your sense of ensemble.

For Parents: Supporting Home Practice

Parents  without  a  musical  background  often  feel  unsure
about how to help. The clear, large-print violin part in these
books makes it easy to follow along visually. Encourage your
child to listen to recordings of the pieces (many are available
on streaming platforms) and to play the solo part along with
the piano track. This builds confidence and ear training.

Detailed Look at Sample Pieces
Across Volumes

To illustrate the breadth of the Solos For Young Violinists
Violin Part And Piano series, here are a few representative
selections from different volumes, along with the skills they
emphasize.

Volume 1: “Lightly Row” and “Go Tell Aunt
Rhody”

These  folk-song  arrangements  are  ideal  for  beginning
violinists  who  have  learned  basic  bow  holds  and  open
strings. They focus on even bow distribution and simple left-
hand patterns.  The piano parts are set  to a gentle waltz
rhythm, teaching students to feel a steady beat.

Volume 3: “Minuet” by Boccherini

This well-known piece introduces students to classical dance
form. Technical challenges include a dotted rhythm pattern,
simple string crossings, and a contrasting lyrical section. The
piano accompaniment helps the student maintain tempo and
highlights the minuet’s elegant character.

Volume 5: “Allegro” from Sonata in G Major by
Handel

Here,  advanced  intermediate  players  encounter  faster
passages  requiring  clean  fingerwork  and  precise  bow
control. The piece demands contrast in articulation between
the détaché and slurs. The piano part supports the soloist
with harmonic stability, making it a staple for festivals.

Where to Find and Purchase the
Series

The Solos For Young Violinists Violin Part And Piano
books  are  published  by  Putnam  Publishing  Group
(distributed  by  Alfred  Music).  They  are  widely  available
through major music retailers, online stores like Amazon and
Sheet  Music  Plus,  and  many  local  violin  shops.  You  can
purchase  each  volume  individually  or  sometimes  find
bundles. Digital downloads of the violin part and piano score
are also available for those who prefer a paperless option.

When ordering, be sure to specify the volume number and
confirm that the edition includes both the violin part and the
piano score. Some retailers list the violin part separately, so
check product descriptions carefully.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is this series suitable for Suzuki-trained
students?

Absolutely.  The Solos For Young Violinists Violin Part
And  Piano  series  complements  the  Suzuki  repertoire
wonderfully.  While Suzuki  focuses heavily on ear training
and  memorization,  this  series  builds  reading  skills  and
exposes students to a wider variety of musical styles. Many
teachers use it as a supplement around Suzuki Book 3 and
above.

Can a student skip volumes?

It is possible if the student is particularly advanced, but the
progression is designed to ensure solid technique. Skipping
volumes might  cause gaps in  reading ability  or  technical
facility.  Most teachers recommend starting at  the volume
that matches the student’s present skill level, even if that
means repeating some easy pieces for review.

Are the piano parts too difficult for a beginner
accompanist?

No.  Barber  arranged  the  piano  accompaniments  to  be
playable by intermediate pianists—typically those with about
2–3 years of training. Some pieces in later volumes, however,
require solid sight-reading and fluency in key signatures up
to two sharps or flats. If in doubt, have the pianist preview
the accompaniment before assigning the piece.

Conclusion: A Timeless Resource for
Violin Education

The Solos For Young Violinists Violin Part And Piano
series by Barbara Barber has earned its place as a staple in
violin  teaching  studios  around  the  world.  Its  thoughtful
progressive  structure,  diverse  musical  selections,  and
practical piano accompaniments make it an invaluable tool
for  building  confident,  well-rounded  young  violinists.
Whether you are just starting your journey or preparing for
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advanced auditions, these books offer a joyful path toward
mastering the violin. Invest in a volume today and discover

why so many teachers recommend it as the perfect bridge
between studies and solo performance.


