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Other Desert Cities Full Script

Discovering the Power of Jon Robin Baitz’s
Masterpiece

For theater enthusiasts, students, and practitioners alike, finding a well-crafted play script
is  akin  to  discovering a  hidden treasure.  One such modern classic  that  continues to
captivate  audiences  and  readers  is  Other  Desert  Cities,  written  by  the  acclaimed
playwright Jon Robin Baitz. If you have been searching for the Other Desert Cities Full
Script,  you are likely aware that this play offers a rich tapestry of family drama, political
tension, and emotional revelation. In this article, we will explore the play’s background, its
compelling characters, the major themes it addresses, and how you can approach studying
or performing the script. We will also discuss why the full script remains a sought-after
resource for theater lovers around the world.

What Is Other Desert Cities About?

Other  Desert  Cities  premiered  on  Broadway  in  2011  and  was  a  finalist  for  the  Pulitzer
Prize for Drama. Set in Palm Springs, California, during the Christmas holiday of 2004, the
play centers on the Wyeth family. The protagonist, Brooke Wyeth, is a writer who returns
to her family home after a six-year absence. She brings with her a memoir that threatens
to expose a long-buried family secret involving her late brother, Henry. The play unfolds as
Brooke’s parents, Polly and Lyman Wyeth, along with her aunt Silda and brother Trip,
grapple with the consequences of revealing the truth.

The Other Desert Cities Full Script is a masterclass in dramatic structure, character
development, and dialogue. Baitz weaves together personal and political histories, creating
a story that is  both intimate and universal.  The play explores how families construct
narratives to protect themselves and how the truth can be both liberating and destructive.

Why People Search for the Full Script

There are several reasons why theater professionals, students, and fans actively seek the
Other  Desert  Cities  Full  Script.  Understanding  these  motivations  can  help  you
appreciate the play’s enduring appeal.

Academic Study and Analysis

Many  university  drama  and  literature  courses  include  Other  Desert  Cities  in  their
curriculum. The script is a rich text for analyzing contemporary American drama, family
dynamics, and the interplay between personal and political history. Students often search
for the full script to prepare for exams, write essays, or participate in class discussions. The
play’s layered dialogue and complex characters provide ample material for critical analysis.



Theatre Productions and Auditions

Community theatres, regional companies, and school drama programs frequently stage
Other Desert Cities. Directors and actors need access to the full script to rehearse, block
scenes,  and develop character interpretations.  Additionally,  actors looking for  audition
monologues often turn to this play because it offers several powerful, emotionally charged
speeches. The Other Desert Cities Full Script is an essential tool for anyone involved in
producing or performing the play.

Personal Enjoyment and Exploration

Many people simply love reading plays. The script of Other Desert Cities is as compelling
on the page as it is on the stage. Readers who enjoy drama, family sagas, or political
commentary often seek out the full  script to experience Baitz’s sharp writing and the
story’s emotional depth firsthand.

Key Characters in Other Desert Cities

To fully  appreciate the Other Desert Cities Full  Script,  it  helps to understand the
characters  who  drive  the  story.  Each  member  of  the  Wyeth  family  brings  a  unique
perspective and conflict to the narrative.

Brooke Wyeth – The protagonist, a writer in her late thirties. She is struggling with
depression and a creative block. Her decision to publish a memoir about her family’s
darkest secret sets the plot in motion.
Polly Wyeth – Brooke’s mother, a former actress and a staunch Republican. Polly is
witty, controlling, and deeply protective of her family’s public image.
Lyman Wyeth – Brooke’s father, a former ambassador and Hollywood actor. Lyman
is affable but carries the weight of his own compromises and regrets.
Silda Grauman – Polly’s sister, a recovering alcoholic and former liberal activist.
Silda provides a counterpoint to Polly’s conservatism and often serves as the family’s
truth-teller.
Trip Wyeth – Brooke’s younger brother, a successful reality TV producer. Trip acts
as a mediator within the family and offers a more contemporary, if sometimes
detached, perspective.

The dynamic among these characters creates a powerful engine for the drama. As you
read the Other Desert Cities Full Script, you will notice how Baitz uses each character’s
voice to advance the central conflict and reveal hidden truths.

Major Themes in the Script

The Other Desert Cities Full  Script  is  rich with themes that  resonate deeply with
contemporary  audiences.  Understanding  these  themes  can  enhance  your  reading  or
viewing experience.

Family Secrets and Truth

At its core, the play is about the cost of keeping secrets and the consequences of revealing
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them. Brooke believes that publishing her memoir is an act of honesty and healing, but her
family  sees  it  as  a  betrayal.  The  script  asks  difficult  questions:  Is  the  truth  always  worth
telling? Who gets to decide what the truth is? How do personal and family histories shape
our identities?

Political and Ideological Divide

The Wyeth family is deeply divided along political lines. Polly and Lyman are conservative
Republicans, while Brooke and Silda lean liberal. The play is set in 2004, a time of intense
political polarization in the United States. Baitz uses the family dinner table as a microcosm
of the larger  national  conflict.  The Other Desert Cities Full  Script  does not  take sides
but rather explores how political beliefs are often intertwined with personal history and
emotional wounds.

Mental Health and Resilience

Brooke’s  struggle  with  depression is  a  central  thread in  the play.  Her  mental  health
challenges  are  portrayed  with  sensitivity  and  realism.  The  script  shows  how  family
dynamics can both exacerbate and alleviate psychological  pain.  It  also highlights  the
courage it takes to confront one’s past and move forward.

Memory and Identity

Each character in the play remembers the past differently. The Other Desert Cities Full
Script explores how memory is subjective and how families construct collective narratives
that may or may not align with objective facts. Brooke’s memoir is an attempt to assert her
own version of the story, but she must contend with the versions held by her parents and
aunt.

How to Access the Other Desert Cities Full
Script Legally

If you are looking to obtain the Other Desert Cities Full Script, it is important to do so
through legal and ethical channels. Respecting copyright ensures that playwrights and
publishers can continue to create and distribute quality work.

Published Scripts

The most reliable way to access the full script is to purchase a published edition. Other
Desert Cities is published by Grove Press and is available through major booksellers such
as Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and independent bookstores. The published script includes the
complete  dialogue,  stage  directions,  and  often  an  introduction  or  notes  from  the
playwright.

Licensing for Productions

If you are planning to produce the play, you will need to obtain performance rights through
a licensing agency such as Dramatists Play Service or Samuel French. These organizations
provide authorized copies of the script as part of the licensing package. Using the Other



Desert Cities Full Script through proper channels ensures that you are in compliance
with copyright law.

Library and Educational Access

Many university and public libraries carry copies of the script. If you are a student or
educator, you may be able to access the play through your institution’s library system.
Some libraries also offer digital lending options, making it easier to read the script online
legally.

Analyzing Key Scenes in the Full Script

To truly appreciate the craftsmanship of Other Desert Cities, it is worth examining a few
key scenes that are often discussed in relation to the full script.

The Opening Scene

The  play  opens  with  Brooke  arriving  at  her  family’s  Palm Springs  home.  The  stage
directions describe the desert landscape and the Wyeths’ impeccably decorated living
room. The dialogue immediately establishes the family’s rhythm: witty, guarded, and full of
subtext. As you read the Other Desert Cities Full Script, pay attention to how Baitz
introduces each character’s voice and sets up the central conflict.

The Memoir Revelation

One of the most dramatic moments in the play occurs when Brooke reveals the content of
her memoir to her parents. The scene is a masterclass in tension and emotional stakes.
Polly and Lyman react with shock, anger, and disbelief. The Other Desert Cities Full
Script captures the raw intensity of this confrontation, making it a favorite scene for actors
and directors to study.

The Final Confrontation

Without giving away spoilers,  the play’s climax involves a devastating revelation that
forces every character to reassess their understanding of the past. The Other Desert
Cities Full Script builds toward this moment with precision, using every previous scene to
lay the groundwork for a powerful and cathartic conclusion.

Production History and Critical Reception

Understanding  the  production  history  of  Other  Desert  Cities  can  deepen  your
appreciation for the script. The play premiered at the Old Globe Theatre in San Diego in
2010 before moving to Broadway’s Mitzi E. Newhouse Theater in 2011. The Broadway
production, directed by Joe Mantello, starred Stockard Channing as Polly, Stacy Keach as
Lyman, and Rachel Griffiths as Brooke.

The  play  received  widespread  critical  acclaim.  It  was  a  finalist  for  the  Pulitzer  Prize  for
Drama  and  earned  Tony  Award  nominations  for  Best  Play,  Best  Actress  (Stockard
Channing),  and Best  Featured Actress (Judith Light,  who played Silda).  Critics  praised
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Baitz’s sharp dialogue, the play’s emotional depth, and its exploration of political and
family  divides.  The  Other  Desert  Cities  Full  Script  continues  to  be  studied  and
performed, cementing its place in the contemporary American theater canon.

Tips for Reading and Studying the Full Script

Whether you are reading the Other Desert Cities Full Script for academic purposes,
personal  enjoyment,  or  production  planning,  here  are  some  tips  to  enhance  your
experience.

Read the stage directions carefully. Baitz’s stage directions provide important
context about setting, character movements, and emotional tone. They are an
integral part of the script’s storytelling.
Pay attention to subtext. Much of the drama in Other Desert Cities lies beneath
the surface of the dialogue. Characters often say one thing but mean another.
Reading between the lines is key to understanding the play’s deeper conflicts.
Consider the historical context. The play is set in 2004, shortly after the Iraq War
began and during a period of intense political division. Understanding this context
can help you appreciate the political debates in the script.
Read it aloud. Plays are meant to be spoken. Reading the Other Desert Cities
Full Script aloud, either alone or with others, can reveal the rhythm and musicality
of Baitz’s language.

Why the Full Script Matters for Contemporary
Theater

The Other Desert Cities Full Script is more than just a text; it is a living document that
continues to inspire conversations about family, politics, and the nature of truth. In an era
where factual accuracy and personal narrative often collide, the play’s questions feel more
urgent than ever. Baitz’s ability to create complex, flawed, and deeply human characters
makes the script a valuable resource for anyone interested in the craft of playwriting.

For  students,  the script  offers  a  model  of  how to structure a  drama that  is  both intimate
and epic. For actors, it provides rich, multi-dimensional roles that demand emotional range
and intellectual depth. For directors, it presents a challenge


