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On Sons Of Anarchy
Who Is Sam Crow

Introduction

For fans of the gritty crime drama Sons of Anarchy,
few terms resonate as  powerfully  as  “Sam Crow.”
Whether  you  are  a  first-time  viewer  trying  to  make
sense of the club’s inner workings or a seasoned fan
revisiting the series, understanding who or what Sam
Crow is unlocks the very soul of the show. The phrase
is not just a nickname; it is the heartbeat of the club,
a code, and a symbol of brotherhood, rebellion, and
tragedy. In this comprehensive guide, we will break
down everything you need to know about Sam Crow,
from its literal meaning to its profound role in the
lives of the characters. We will explore the acronym,
the club’s history, its internal structure, and the men
who wore the patch. By the end, you will have a deep
appreciation  for  why  Sam  Crow  remains  one  of
television’s most compelling fictional organizations.

On Sons of Anarchy: Who Is



Sam Crow?

Simply put, “Sam Crow” is the phonetic spelling of
the  initials  SAMCRO,  which  stands  for  Sons  of
Anarchy Motorcycle Club Redwood Original.  In the
universe of the show, Sam Crow is the nickname for
the club’s mother chapter—the original charter based
in the fictional town of Charming, California. However,
the term has taken on a life of its own. Characters
often say “Sam Crow” when referring to the club as a
whole, its members, or its ethos. So when someone
asks, “On Sons of Anarchy who is Sam Crow?” the
answer  is  both  a  specific  organization  and  a  living,
breathing  entity  that  drives  every  storyline  in  the
series.

The SAMCRO Acronym Explained

Let us break down each letter of SAMCRO to fully
grasp its significance:

S – Sons: This denotes the familial bond among
members. The club considers itself a
brotherhood, often placing loyalty to the club
above blood family.
A – Anarchy: The club’s name reflects its anti-
establishment roots. The members live outside
society’s rules, operating their own justice
system and moral code.
M – Motorcycle: A shared passion for custom
Harley-Davidsons unites the members. The
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bikes are not just transportation; they are
symbols of freedom and identity.
C – Club: The organizational structure is that of
a traditional motorcycle club, complete with a
president, vice president, secretary, treasurer,
sergeant-at-arms, and enforcers.
R – Redwood: This is the name of the original
charter’s territory. Redwood refers to the
region in Northern California where Charming is
located, known for its towering redwood
forests.
O – Original: This designation signifies that
SAMCRO is the founding chapter from which all
other chapters (such as SAMBEL, SAMTAZ, etc.)
were created. It is the mother club, the most
powerful and respected charter in the Sons of
Anarchy worldwide network.

The Origins of Sam Crow: A
Fictional History

According to the show’s lore,  the Sons of Anarchy
Motorcycle Club was founded after World War II by a
group of returning veterans who could not adjust to
civilian life. They sought the same camaraderie and
adrenaline  they  had  experienced  in  combat.  The
original  charter was established in the small,  rural
town of Charming, chosen for its isolation and the
ability to operate with relative anonymity. Over the
decades, the club evolved from a simple motorcycle



club into a sophisticated criminal enterprise. Under
the leadership of founding president John Teller (Jax’s
father),  SAMCRO  expanded  its  reach  into  gun
running,  protection  rackets,  and  other  illicit
businesses. However, the club always maintained a
code of honor known as the “One-Niner” or the “Nine
Commandments,” which emphasized loyalty, secrecy,
and  respect.  Sam Crow became synonymous  with
power,  fear,  and familial  devotion long before  the
events of the series begin.

The Charter Structure

One crucial  aspect  of  understanding  Sam Crow is
recognizing that it is not a single entity but a network
of  charters  across  the  United  States  and  even
overseas.  While  SAMCRO  is  the  original,  other
charters like SAMBEL (Belfast), SAMTAZ (Tucson), and
SAMDINO (Indianapolis) appear throughout the show.
Each charter is semi-autonomous, but they all answer
to  the  mother  chapter  when  it  comes  to  major
decisions,  inter-club  conflicts,  and  the  highly
secretive “Mayhem” vote—a death sentence for any
member who betrays the club. SAMCRO’s position as
the original gives it authority and responsibility over
the  entire  SAMCRO brotherhood.  This  hierarchy  is
central  to  many  conflicts  in  the  series,  as  Jax  Teller
later  struggles  to  maintain  control  over  fractious
charters that challenge his leadership.
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Key Characters Wearing the
Sam Crow Patch

The patch is the ultimate symbol of membership. To
be  a  “Sam  Crow”  means  to  wear  the  signature
leather  vest  with  the  club’s  colors:  a  top  rocker
reading “Sons of Anarchy,” a bottom rocker reading
“California,” and the center patch featuring the Grim
Reaper  holding  a  crystal  ball  and  an  M16  rifle.  The
patch is earned through loyalty and bloodshed. Here
are the most prominent Sam Crow members:

Jackson “Jax” Teller – The show’s
protagonist, Jax becomes president after Clay
Morrow. He is the son of founding president
John Teller and is torn between his father’s
idealistic vision for the club and the violent
reality of its operations.
Clay Morrow – The ruthless president at the
start of the series. Clay is married to Jax’s
mother, Gemma, and represents the old
guard—willing to do anything to preserve the
club’s power.
Gemma Teller-Morrow – Though not a
patched member (women are not allowed full
membership), Gemma is the “queen” of
SAMCRO. She wields enormous influence over
the club and its leadership.
Bobby “Elvis” Munson – The club’s secretary
and the conscience of Sam Crow. Known for his
singing and level-headed nature, Bobby often



tries to steer Jax away from extreme violence.
Tig Trager – The volatile and loyal sergeant-at-
arms. Tig’s impulsive actions lead to many of
the club’s darkest moments.
Chibs Telford – The Scottish former member
of the Belfast charter who becomes a trusted
adviser to Jax. His wit and resilience make him
a fan favorite.
Opie Winston – Jax’s best friend from
childhood. Opie’s tragic arc embodies the cost
of loyalty to Sam Crow.
Happy – An intimidating enforcer with a
penchant for violence. Happy represents the
club’s most fearsome element.

The Moral Code and Internal
Politics of Sam Crow

Sam Crow is not just a criminal organization; it is a
brotherhood with a  strict  code.  The club’s  bylaws,
known as the “Nine Commandments,” include rules
such as: no ratting, no stealing from a brother, no
disrespecting the club’s property, and always putting
the club first. Violations can result in fines, beatings,
or the infamous “vote for mayhem.” This moral code
often  puts  characters  in  impossible  positions.  For
instance, Jax must choose between his family and the
club,  or  between  his  conscience  and  the  club’s
survival. The internal politics of SAMCRO are equally
complex.  Power  struggles  between  Jax  and  Clay,
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disagreements with charters, and tensions over the
club’s direction form the backbone of the series. The
clubhouse—a  bar  called  the  “Teller-Morrow  Auto
Repair” garage—serves as the nerve center where
these conflicts unfold. Understanding these dynamics
is  essential  for  anyone  who  wants  to  answer  the
question, “Who is Sam Crow?” because the club is
defined  as  much  by  its  internal  contradictions  as  by
its external enemies.

The Role of Violence and Criminal
Enterprise

Sam Crow’s primary business is illegal gun trading,
but  the  club  also  engages  in  money  laundering,
extortion,  prostitution,  and  occasional  drug
trafficking.  However,  the  show  makes  it  clear  that
violence  is  not  the  club’s  only  tool.  Negotiation,
alliances,  and  strategic  thinking  are  equally
important. The club maintains a fragile peace with
local  law  enforcement,  particularly  through  Chief
Unser,  who  turns  a  blind  eye  in  exchange  for
protection and information. The arrival of the Russian
mob, the Irish Kings, the Mayans, the Niners (a black
gang), and eventually federal agents creates a web of
conflict that pushes Sam Crow to its limits. At its core,
the  club  fights  to  maintain  its  autonomy  in  a  world
that  constantly  threatens  to  absorb  or  destroy  it.



Sam Crow’s Enemies and
Allies

To truly appreciate the significance of Sam Crow, one
must look at the groups that challenge it. The show is
a chess game of shifting loyalties and vendettas.

The Mayans Motorcycle Club – SAMCRO’s
primary rival throughout most of the series. The
Mayans are a Latino MC that often compete for
territory and respect.
The One-Niners – A black street gang often at
war with the club over gun deals and turf.
The Galindo Cartel / Irish Kings –
International players that become both
partners and enemies, especially in later
seasons.
Law Enforcement – Local sheriffs, ATF agents
like June Stahl, and later federal agents who try
to take down Sam Crow from the inside.
Allies – The Redwood charter maintains a
volatile alliance with the Nomads chapter and
sometimes with the Chinese Triads or the
Russians, depending on the season.

These relationships illustrate that Sam Crow survives
not by brute force alone, but by a careful balance of
fear and negotiation. The club’s enemies often serve
as mirrors, showing what Sam Crow could become or
has already become.
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The Symbolism and Cultural
Impact of Sam Crow

Beyond the television screen, Sam Crow has become
a powerful pop-culture symbol. The logo—the Grim
Reaper with a machine gun—has been reproduced on
t-shirts, tattoos, and fan memorabilia worldwide. Fans
often  identify  with  the  themes  of  brotherhood,
rebellion,  and  fighting  for  one’s  own.  The  show’s
creator,  Kurt  Sutter,  deliberately modeled SAMCRO
after  real  outlaw  motorcycle  clubs  like  the  Hells
Ange l s ,  i nco rpora t ing  many  rea l -wor ld
traditions—such  as  the  wearing  of  “colors,”  the
importance of the prospect period, and the use of
“church” for club meetings.  The term “Sam Crow”
itself  has  become  a  shorthand  for  the  entire
subculture of outlaw bikers as portrayed in the show.
It  represents  a  world  where  law  is  secondary  to
loyalty, where violence is a tool, and where family
(both biological and chosen) means everything.

Common Misconceptions
About Sam Crow

Many viewers,  especially  those  new to  the  series,
confuse  “Sam  Crow”  with  a  character  name.  For
example, some might ask, “Is Sam Crow a person in
the show?” The answer is  no—Sam Crow is  not  a
person; it is the club. However, the characters often



personify the club, as in “Sam Crow says we need to
deal  with  this.”  Others  mistakenly  believe  that  all
Sons of  Anarchy charters are the same. In reality,
SAM


