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How To Use Washi Tape

Introduction: The Magic
of Decorative Tape

If you have ever wandered through a stationery
store or scrolled through craft videos online,
you have likely encountered rolls of beautifully
patterned, semi-transparent tape. This is washi
tape, a versatile crafting material that has taken
the DIY world by storm. Originally from Japan,
washi tape is made from natural fibers like
hemp or rice paper, giving it a unique texture
and a gentle adhesive that can be removed and
repositioned without damaging surfaces. While
it is easy to admire its aesthetic appeal, many
people are unsure how to unlock its full
potential. Whether you are a complete beginner
or a seasoned crafter looking for fresh
inspiration, understanding how to use washi
tape can transform your everyday items into
personalized works of art. This guide will walk
you through everything from basic techniques
to advanced creative projects, ensuring you get
the most out of every roll.

What Makes Washi Tape
Special?

Before diving into specific applications, it is
helpful to understand the unique characteristics
of washi tape. Unlike standard masking tape or
duct tape, washi tape is thin, translucent, and
often features intricate designs. Its low-tack
adhesive allows you to peel it off and stick it
back again, making it ideal for temporary
decoration or for use on delicate surfaces like
paper, walls, and glass. The tape is also easy to
tear by hand, which means you do not always
need scissors. These properties open up a wide
range of possibilities, and once you learn how

to use washi tape effectively, you will find
yourself reaching for it in countless situations.

Getting Started: Basic
Techniques for
Beginners

If you are new to washi tape, it is best to start
with simple techniques that build confidence.
The following methods form the foundation for
nearly every project you will attempt.

Tearing vs. Cutting

One of the first decisions you will make is
whether to tear or cut your tape. Because washi
tape is made from paper fibers, you can tear it
cleanly by holding the roll firmly and pulling
the tape across your finger or a sharp edge.
Tearing creates a slightly textured edge that can
add a rustic, handmade feel to your projects. If
you prefer a perfectly straight edge, use a pair
of sharp scissors or a craft knife. Practice both
methods to see which effect you like best for
different applications.

Layering and Overlapping

Washi tape is semi-transparent, which means
you can layer multiple strips to create new
colors and patterns. For example, placing a
yellow strip over a blue strip will create a green
tint where they overlap. Experiment with
different combinations to produce custom
designs. When layering, always press firmly to
ensure the tape adheres smoothly without air

bubbles.
Creating Borders and Frames

One of the simplest yet most effective ways to
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use washi tape is to create borders and frames.
Place a strip along the edge of a notebook page,
a photo frame, or a greeting card to instantly
add color and structure. You can also create a
frame by placing four strips to form a
rectangle, leaving the center open for writing or
drawing. This technique is perfect for bullet
journals, scrapbooks, and gift tags.

Creative Uses for Washi
Tape in Your Home

canvases waiting for washi tape. Wrap strips
around a lampshade horizontally, vertically, or
in a chevron pattern to add a soft, filtered glow.
For vases, apply tape in a spiral or crisscross
design to create a colorful centerpiece. The tape
will hold well on glass and fabric surfaces, and
you can change the design whenever you feel
like a new look.

Using Washi Tape in
Journals and Planners

Once you have mastered the basics, you can
explore larger projects that bring washi tape
into your living space. The tape's removability
makes it a fantastic choice for temporary home
decor.

Decorate Walls and Furniture

Washi tape can be applied to smooth walls,
doors, and furniture surfaces without causing
damage when removed. Use it to create accent
stripes, geometric patterns, or even a faux
headboard behind your bed. If you are renting
an apartment, this is a renter-friendly way to
personalize your space without painting. To
ensure the tape stays put, clean the surface
thoroughly before application and avoid placing
it in direct sunlight for extended periods, as
some tapes may fade over time.

Spruce Up Plain Storage Boxes

Cardboard boxes, plastic bins, and drawer
organizers can look drab. A few strategically
placed strips of washi tape can transform them
into stylish storage solutions. Use different
colors to code your boxes by category for
example, blue for books, green for craft
supplies, and pink for keepsakes. This not only
looks attractive but also makes it easier to find
what you need at a glance.

Refresh Lampshades and Vases

Plain lampshades and glass vases are blank

Perhaps the most popular application for washi
tape is in paper crafting, especially in bullet
journals, planners, and scrapbooks.
Understanding how to use washi tape in this
context can elevate your organization system

from functional to beautiful.
Create Dividers and Tabs

Use washi tape to create custom dividers
between sections of your journal. Fold a strip
over the edge of a page to form a tab, and write
the section name on the visible portion. This is
a low-commitment method that allows you to
rearrange sections later if needed. You can also
use tape to highlight important dates on a
monthly spread by placing a small strip above
the date number.

Design Habit Trackers and Charts

Instead of drawing grids by hand, use washi
tape to outline the rows and columns of a habit
tracker. The tape provides a clean, straight line
and adds a pop of color. You can also use small
pieces of tape as markers to indicate completed
tasks, then remove them at the end of the
month and start fresh.

Enhance Collages and Mood Boards

Washi tape is a staple in collage art. Use it to
attach photos, magazine clippings, and
ephemera to your journal pages. The tape
becomes part of the design rather than an
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look or cutting precise shapes to complement
your theme. The low-tack adhesive means you
can reposition elements until you are satisfied
with the composition.

Washi Tape for Gift
Wrapping and Packaging

Gift wrapping is another area where washi tape
shines. It can replace traditional ribbon or
adhesive tape, adding a decorative touch that
makes your presents stand out.

Seal Envelopes and Gift Bags

Use a strip of washi tape to seal the flap of an
envelope or the top of a gift bag. Choose a tape
with a pattern that matches the occasion, such
as snowflakes for winter holidays or flowers for
birthdays. This not only secures the package but
also serves as a decorative element that
eliminates the need for a separate sticker or
label.

Create Custom Gift Tags

Cut a rectangle from cardstock and cover it
entirely with washi tape to create a unique gift
tag. Layer different patterns for a patchwork
effect, then punch a hole and thread a string
through. Write the recipient's name on the front
with a pen that writes well over tape, such as a
permanent marker or a gel pen. This is a quick
and cost-effective way to produce personalized
tags.

Decorate Plain Wrapping Paper

If you have plain kraft paper or white wrapping
paper, washi tape can transform it into
something special. Apply strips in a grid
pattern, a striped design, or a random
assortment across the paper before wrapping
your gift. The tape will adhere to the paper and
become an integral part of the wrapping. You
can also use tape to secure the edges of the

creating a cohesive look.

Advanced Techniques
and DIY Projects

For those who want to push their creativity
further, there are advanced techniques that
showcase the versatility of washi tape.

Create Washi Tape Art

Treat washi tape like paint. Cut or tear small
pieces and arrange them on a canvas or heavy
paper to form a mosaic, a landscape, or an
abstract composition. Because the tape is
repositionable, you can experiment with
placement until you achieve the desired effect.
Seal the finished piece with a clear fixative if
you want to preserve it permanently.

Make Custom Stickers and Labels

Place a piece of washi tape on a sheet of
parchment paper or a non-stick surface. Write
or draw on the tape with a permanent marker,
then carefully peel it off and stick it wherever
you need a label. This is an excellent method
for creating matching labels for kitchen jars,
spice containers, or office supplies. You can
batch-produce labels by preparing several strips
at once.

Design Temporary Tattoos and
Accessories

With careful application, washi tape can be
used as a temporary tattoo. Cut a small design,
such as a heart or a star, and stick it to clean,
dry skin. Press firmly and avoid getting it wet.
The tape will last for several hours and can be
removed easily with water or gentle peeling.
You can also use washi tape to decorate phone
cases, laptop lids, and water bottles by applying
strips and trimming the excess with a craft
knife.
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To ensure your projects look polished and last

as long as you need them to, keep these
practical tips in mind.

¢ Clean surfaces thoroughly before
applying tape. Dust, oil, or moisture can
prevent the tape from sticking properly.

¢ Store your washi tape properly in a
cool, dry place away from direct
sunlight. Heat can cause the adhesive to
weaken or the tape to curl.

e Use a bone folder or a credit card to
smooth out air bubbles when applying
tape to flat surfaces. This ensures a
seamless finish.

e Test on a hidden area first if you are
unsure how the tape will interact with a
surface, especially painted walls or
delicate paper.

e Combine washi tape with other craft
supplies like stamps, stickers, and
markers to create layered, dimensional
projects.

¢ Do not be afraid to make mistakes.
One of the greatest advantages of washi
tape is that you can peel it off and try

again without damaging your materials.

Even experienced crafters can run into pitfalls
when learning how to use washi tape
effectively. Here are a few common issues and
how to avoid them.

1. Using too much tape at once. Start
with small applications and build up

gradually. Overloading a surface with
tape can create a bulky appearance and
reduce adhesion.

2. Applying tape to textured surfaces.
Washi tape adheres best to smooth, non-
porous surfaces. Bumpy walls, fabric
with a loose weave, or unfinished wood
may not hold the tape securely.

3. Leaving tape on for extended periods
without checking. While washi tape is
designed to be removable, leaving it in
place for many months can make
removal harder. Test a small corner first
if the tape has been on a surface for a
long time.

4. Buying low-quality tape. Not all washi
tape is created equal. Cheaper options
may have weak adhesive, tear unevenly,
or leave residue. Invest in reputable
brands for the best experience.

Learning how to use washi tape opens up a
world of creative possibilities that extend far
beyond simple crafting. From decorating your
home and organizing your planner to wrapping
gifts and making art, this humble roll of
decorative adhesive is limited only by your
imagination. Its forgiving nature makes it ideal
for beginners, while its versatility keeps
experienced crafters coming back for more.
The key is to start small, experiment freely, and
let each project teach you something new.
Whether you are adding a splash of color to a
boring notebook or designing an entire wall
mural, washi tape empowers you to make your
surroundings uniquely yours. So pick up a few
rolls, try the techniques described here, and
discover the joy of transforming everyday
objects with a simple strip of beautifully
patterned tape.



