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American Family Association Voter Guide

Understanding the American Family
Association Voter Guide: A Christian
Conservative Perspective

Election  seasons  bring  a  flood  of  information,  advertisements,
and endorsements. For millions of Christian conservatives in the
United States, one resource stands out as a trusted tool for
navigating the ballot box: the American Family Association
Voter Guide.  Published by the American Family Association
(AFA),  this  guide  is  designed  to  help  believers  align  their
political  choices  with  their  faith.  It  moves  beyond  simple
candidate  lists,  offering  a  detailed  look  at  where  candidates
stand on critical moral and social issues. For those seeking to
vote  according  to  biblical  principles,  this  guide  serves  as  a
crucial reference point, especially during primary and general
elections.

The  AFA,  founded  in  1977,  is  a  Mississippi-based  non-profit
organization  that  promotes  conservative  Christian  values
through media, advocacy, and public policy. Its voter guide is a
direct extension of this mission. The goal is not to tell people
which party to support, but to provide transparent information
on where candidates stand. By using the American Family
Association Voter Guide, voters can make informed decisions
without relying on partisan spin or mainstream media analysis.
This  article  explores  the guide's  purpose,  how it  works,  the
issues it prioritizes, and how to use it effectively.

What Is the American Family Association
Voter Guide?

The American Family Association Voter Guide  is  a  non-
partisan, educational tool published by the AFA. It is part of the
organization's  iVoterGuide  initiative,  which  aims  to  provide
voters with clear, factual comparisons of candidates. The guide
is typically released before major elections, including primaries,
midterms, and presidential races. It is available online and, in
many  cases,  as  a  printed  pamphlet  distributed  through
churches  and  conservative  community  groups.

Its  primary  function  is  to  compare  candidates  and  ballot
measures based on a set of core issues that matter to Christian
conservatives.  These issues include sanctity  of  life,  religious
liberty,  marriage  and  family,  education,  and  government
overreach. The guide does not endorse specific candidates in a
partisan manner; rather, it scores and rates candidates based
on their publicly stated positions, voting records, and responses
to  direct  surveys.  This  allows  voters  to  quickly  see  which
candidates align with their values.

The iVoterGuide Initiative

Behind the American Family Association Voter Guide is the
iVoterGuide platform. This online tool allows users to enter their
address  and  receive  a  personalized  ballot.  The  platform
aggregates  information  from  various  conservative  sources,
including the AFA, to create a comprehensive picture of every
race and issue on the voter's ballot. This digital adaptation has
made the guide more accessible than ever before. Users can
access it from their smartphones, tablets, or computers, making
last-minute voting decisions easier.

According to  the AFA,  the iVoterGuide is  non-partisan but

values-based.  This  means it  judges candidates based on a
biblical  worldview,  not  based  on  party  affiliation.  A  Republican
candidate who holds liberal views on social issues might receive
a low score, while a Democrat who defends religious liberty and
pro-life policies could score higher. This nuance is a core feature
of  the  guide,  distinguishing  it  from simple  party-line  voting
recommendations.

Key Issues Addressed in the Guide

The American Family Association Voter Guide focuses on
several key pillars. Understanding these issues is essential for
anyone using the guide to make decisions.

Sanctity of Human Life

Abortion  remains  a  defining  issue  for  the  AFA.  The  guide
thoroughly  examines  each  candidate's  stance  on  abortion,
including their support for or opposition to late-term abortion,
taxpayer funding of abortion, and legislation like the Born-Alive
Abortion Survivors Protection Act. Pro-life candidates are scored
higher, while those who support abortion rights receive lower
ratings. The guide also looks at judicial appointments, as judges
play a crucial role in upholding or overturning pro-life laws.

Religious Liberty

Religious  freedom is  another  cornerstone  of  the  guide.  The
American  Family  Association  Voter  Guide  evaluates
candidates based on their commitment to the First Amendment.
This includes their support for the right of Christians to operate
businesses according to their faith, freedom of speech in public
spaces, and the ability of churches to speak on political issues
without losing their tax-exempt status. Candidates who support
the Equality Act or other legislation that the AFA views as a
threat to religious liberty are typically rated unfavorably.

Marriage and the Family

The AFA defines marriage as a union between one man and one
woman.  The  voter  guide  examines  candidates'  positions  on
marriage laws, adoption policies, and family rights. It also looks
at issues like pornography, which the AFA considers a public
health  crisis.  Candidates  who  support  policies  aimed  at
protecting children from obscene material or who advocate for
traditional family structures tend to score well in this category.

Education and Parental Rights

Parents' rights in the education system are a growing concern.
The  guide  evaluates  candidates  on  their  support  for  school
choice, charter schools, and opposition to curricula that the AFA
believes are inappropriate for children, such as Critical  Race
Theory  or  LGBTQ+  instruction  in  elementary  schools.
Candidates who champion parental oversight and local control
of education are favored.

Government Overreach and the Second
Amendment

While often seen as a secular issue, the Second Amendment is
framed by the AFA as a matter of self-defense and protection of
family. The guide considers candidates' records on gun rights.
Additionally, it evaluates stances on government surveillance,
executive overreach, and the size of government. Candidates
who  advocate  for  limited  government  and  constitutional



restraint  are  viewed  more  favorably.

How the Guide Gathers Information

The credibility  of  the American Family Association Voter
Guide  depends on its  research methodology.  The AFA uses
several methods to gather data on candidates.

Direct Candidate Surveys: Candidates are sent
questionnaires asking them to clarify their positions on
key issues. Their responses are weighted heavily in the
final score.
Voting Records: For incumbents, the guide analyzes
actual voting records in Congress or state legislatures.
This provides a factual basis for their positions.
Public Statements and Speeches: Campaign
speeches, debate performances, and interviews are
reviewed to ensure the guide captures a candidate's true
stance, especially if they are evasive on surveys.
Endorsements: The guide also notes which candidates
are endorsed by other conservative or liberal groups,
providing additional context for the voter.

This  multi-source approach aims to prevent candidates from
"gaming" the system by simply checking boxes on a survey. The
American Family Association Voter Guide attempts to hold
candidates  accountable  for  their  full  record,  not  just  their
campaign promises.

How to Use the American Family Association
Voter Guide

Using  the  guide  is  straightforward.  For  best  results,  voters
should begin their research well before Election Day.

Step 1: Access the iVoterGuide Website

Go to  the  iVoterGuide.com website  or  the  American  Family
Association's main website. Look for the voter guide section.
During election season, this is prominently displayed.

Step 2: Enter Your Address

Type  in  your  residential  address.  This  ensures  the  tool
generates  a  ballot  that  includes all  local,  state,  and federal
races specific to your district. Local races like school board, city
council, and county commission are often included, which is a
major advantage of this guide over national voter cheat sheets.

Step 3: Review the Results

The guide will  display your ballot. Each candidate and ballot
measure will have a score. Candidates are typically shown with
a letter grade (A, B, C, D, F) or a percentage score. An "A"
signifies  strong  alignment  with  biblical  values,  while  an  "F"
indicates opposition to the AFA's core issues. You can click on
each candidate to see more detailed information, including their
survey responses and voting record.

Step 4: Compare and Discuss

The American Family Association Voter Guide  is a great
tool for small groups and families. Many churches encourage
members to use it as a discussion starter. Talking through the
scores and issues can help clarify your own values and ensure

you are voting with a clear conscience.

Criticism and Controversy

Like  any  political  tool,  the  American  Family  Association
Voter  Guide  has  its  critics.  Mainstream media  outlets  and
liberal  organizations  often  accuse  the  AFA  of  being  overly
simplistic or biased. Some argue that reducing a candidate's
entire  platform  to  a  single  letter  grade  ignores  important
nuances,  such  as  foreign  policy  or  economic  management.
Others criticize the AFA for focusing exclusively on social issues
while neglecting topics like poverty, healthcare, or immigration
reform, which also have moral dimensions.

Furthermore,  organizations  like  the  Southern  Poverty  Law
Center have designated the AFA as an anti-LGBTQ+ hate group.
This  label,  which  the  AFA  disputes,  can  influence  how  the
general  public  views  the  guide.  Supporters  of  the  guide,
however,  argue that these criticisms come from groups that
disagree  with  biblical  morality.  They  maintain  that  the
American Family Association Voter Guide  is a necessary
counterbalance to a secular media that often ignores or attacks
the concerns of Christian voters.

Despite  the  controversy,  the  guide  remains  exceedingly
popular. It is downloaded and shared millions of times during
every  major  election  cycle,  testifying  to  its  influence  among
conservative  Christians.

The Role of the Guide in Christian
Citizenship

For  many  believers,  voting  is  a  spiritual  discipline.  The
American Family Association Voter Guide is seen as a tool
for faithful  citizenship. It  helps Christians move past political
cynicism  and  make  informed,  prayerful  decisions.  The  AFA
encourages  voters  to  use  the  guide  not  as  a  substitute  for
personal  research,  but as a starting point.  They recommend
reading candidates'  own statements,  attending local  forums,
and ultimately seeking wisdom from God.

The  guide  also  serves  as  a  reminder  that  politics,  while
important, is not the ultimate source of change. However, within
the framework of democratic participation, the AFA argues that
voting for candidates who uphold biblical values is a way to
bless the nation. By using the American Family Association
Voter  Guide,  voters  can  feel  confident  that  they  have  done
their due diligence to elect leaders who align with a Christian
worldview.

Conclusion

The American Family Association Voter Guide is a powerful
resource for Christian conservatives seeking to cast a principled
vote. It cuts through the noise of partisan politics and provides a
clear, values-based comparison of candidates. By focusing on
issues like life, liberty, marriage, and parental rights, the guide
helps voters align their ballot with their faith. Whether accessed
through  the  iVoterGuide  platform  or  a  printed  pamphlet,  it
provides the transparency needed to vote with both confidence
and conviction.  For anyone committed to biblical  citizenship,
this guide remains an essential companion during every election
season.


