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How To Draw Funny
Faces Step By Step

Unlocking the
Art of Humor:
How To Draw
Funny Faces for
Beginners and
Beyond

There is something universally
delightful  about a well-
executed funny face. Whether
it is a goofy cartoon character,
a comical self-portrait, or a
silly doodle in the margin of a
notebook, the ability to make
people smile with a simple
drawing is a wonderful skill.
Many aspiring artists believe
that  creat ing humorous
illustrations requires years of

practice or a natural gift for
comedy. In reality, learning
how to draw funny faces is an
approachable and rewarding
process that anyone can
master. The secret lies not in
perfec t  rea l i sm,  but  in
understanding a few core
principles of exaggeration,
expression, and proportion.
This guide will walk you
through everything you need
to know, from basic shapes to
advanced character quirks. By
the end, you will have the
confidence to pick up a pencil
and create original, hilarious
faces that capture attention
and spread joy.



Why Focus on Funny
Faces?

Before diving into technique,
it is helpful to appreciate why
funny  faces  a re  such  a
powerful subject. Humor in
ar t  of ten  comes  f rom a
combination of surprise,
recognit ion,  and gent le
exaggeration. When we see a
face that has been stretched,
squashed, or twisted in an
unexpected way, our brain
registers the departure from
normalcy and often responds
with laughter. Furthermore,
drawing funny faces is an
excellent way to loosen up
your artistic muscles. You do
not have to worry about
anatomical  perfect ion.
Mistakes can become features.
A nose  that  i s  too  large
becomes comedic. Eyes that
are uneven can convey a silly
double take. The process
encourages playfulness, which
is essential for any creative

growth.

Essential Tools and
Mindset

You do not need expensive
supplies to begin. A simple
pencil, an eraser, and a piece
of paper are sufficient.
However, having a fine-tipped
black pen or marker can help
your lines pop. For those who
enjoy digital art, a tablet and
basic drawing software work
well too. The most critical tool
i s  y o u r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o
experiment. Let go of the idea
that every drawing must be a
masterpiece. Funny faces
thrive on spontaneity. Keep a
sketchbook dedicated solely to
silly expressions. This will
become a playground where
you can try wild ideas without
judgment.

Core Principles
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of Drawing
Funny Faces

To master the how-to of funny
faces, you need to internalize
a few foundational concepts.
These are the building blocks
that professional cartoonists
use every day.

Exaggeration is Your
Best Friend

Exaggeration is the heart of
comedy in visual art. If a
character is surprised, do not
just raise the eyebrows a little.
Raise them all the way to the
top of the head. If someone is
sad, let the mouth droop down
to the chin. Think of the
emotion as a dial that you can
turn up to eleven. By pushing
features beyond realistic
limits, you create a visual
j o k e .  T h e  a u d i e n c e
understands the emotion
instantly because it is so
amplified. Practice by taking a

s i m p l e  e m o t i o n — l i k e
anger—and sketching a face
where the eyebrows are
jagged lightning bolts, the
eyes are narrow slits, and
steam is practically pouring
from the ears.

Playing with
Proportions

Normal human faces follow
predictable proportions: eyes
in the middle, nose in the
center, mouth below. Funny
faces destroy these rules. A
character with a tiny head and
enormous ears is instantly
amusing. A forehead that
takes up half the face suggests
a thinker or a nerd. A chin so
large it seems to have its own
gravitational pull signals a
s t u b b o r n  o r  b o a s t f u l
personality. Try mixing and
matching different head
shapes—round,  square,
triangular—with extreme
features. Place the eyes very
close together or very far



apart. The results will often
surprise you with their humor.

The Power of the
Mouth

The mouth is arguably the
most expressive part of a
funny face. A wide, toothy
grin can be infectious. A tiny,
pinched mouth suggests worry
or disapproval.  An open
mouth with a tongue sticking
out is classic goofiness. You
can also play with teeth. Draw
a single giant buck tooth, or a
row of jagged, uneven teeth.
Add a gap between the front
teeth for an endearing lisp
effect. The shape of the
lips—pursed, lopsided, or
wavy—adds further character.
Experiment with drawing the
mouth in different positions
and see how the entire face
changes.

Step-by-Step
Guide: How To
Draw Funny
Faces

Now let us put theory into
practice. Follow these steps to
create your first funny face.
Remember, you can adapt
each step to your own style.

Step 1: Start with a
Basic Head Shape

Begin by sketching a simple
shape: a circle, an oval, a
square, or even a bean shape.
D o  n o t  w o r r y  a b o u t
perfection. A lopsided oval
often yields a funnier result.
This is  your character 's
canvas. If you are unsure,
draw a circle and then gently
flatten the bottom or elongate
the top. The shape itself can
suggest personality. A round
head feels friendly and naive.
A long, narrow head seems
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serious or grumpy.

Step 2: Place the Eyes

Think about the expression
you want. For a surprised
look, place the eyes high and
make them large circles with
tiny pupils. For a sleepy or
dopey face, lower the eyes and
make them half-closed or
droopy. You can ever use
simple dots for a minimalistic
look or draw large, detailed
eyes with multiple rings for a
more expressive anime style.
Consider adding eyebrows
immediately above the eyes.
Thick, bushy eyebrows can
convey anger or confusion.
Very thin, arched ones suggest
surprise or mischief.

Step 3: Add the Nose

The nose is often the element
that makes or breaks a funny
face. A huge, round clown
nose is a classic gag. A long,
pointy nose like a witch adds a

sneaky quality. You can even
skip the nose entirely for a
cute, abstract look, or draw it
as a simple triangle. For extra
humor, add nostrils that are
too large or too small. The
nose should complement the
eyes and mouth, not compete
with them.

Step 4: Draw the Mouth

Referencing the earlier tips,
choose a mouth shape that fits
the emotion. A wide, crescent-
shaped smile with teeth
showing is universally happy.
A z igzag l ine  indicates
nervousness or cold. An oval
open mouth suggests a scream
or laughter. You can also add
a tongue, a mustache, or even
a cigar (if appropriate) to
enhance the character. The
mouth is where a lot of the
"funny" lives, so spend time
here.



Step 5: Add Ears and
Hair

Ears are often overlooked, but
they offer great comedic
potential. Giant, floppy ears,
or ears that stick out at right
angles, add a silly dimension.
Pointy ears can suggest an elf
or an imp. Hair is another
excellent tool. A single tuft of
hair sticking straight up gives
a startled look. Bald heads
with a few strands combed
over are humorous for a
different reason. Messy, wild
hair suggests madness or
creativity. You can also use
hair to cover one eye, creating
a mysterious or shy character.

Step 6: Include
Wrinkles and Details

W r i n k l e s  a d d  a g e  a n d
emotion. Crow's feet around
the eyes signal laughter.
Forehead lines indicate worry
or surprise. You can also add
freckles, glasses, scars, or a

mole. Glasses, in particular,
can be a great  source of
humor. Thick, round glasses
give a librarian look. Broken
glasses held together with tape
suggest a clumsy character.
These small details provide
depth and make your funny
face memorable.

Step 7: Refine with Line
Weight

Once you are happy with your
sketch, go over the lines with
a pen or darker pencil. Use
thicker lines for the outer
contour of the head and
thinner lines for interior
details. This adds visual
interest and makes the face
pop. Erase any leftover pencil
guidelines. Your funny face is
now ready to be shared.

Advanced
Techniques for
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Extra Humor

Once you are comfortable
with basic funny faces, you
c a n  e x p l o r e  m o r e
sophis t ica ted  comedic
elements.

Using Asymmetry

A symmet r i c a l  f a ce  i s
balanced and normal. A face
where one eye is much larger
than the other, or one side of
the mouth is turned up while
the other is turned down, is
inherently funny. Asymmetry
suggests a character who is
off-kilter, confused, or
mischievous. Practice drawing
faces where the left and right
halves do not match. This can
create a truly unique and
hilarious expression.

Combining Human and
Animal Features

Adding animal characteristics
to a human face is a time-

tested method for humor.
Give a character a pig nose,
cat ears, or fish lips. You can
also use animal-inspired eye
shapes, like the wide, round
eyes of an owl or the slit-like
eyes of a snake. These hybrid
faces often feel both familiar
and bizarre, which tickles the
viewer's sense of humor.

Creating a Cast of
Characters

Funny faces become even
more entertaining when they
interact. Draw a whole cast of
characters with distinct
personalities. A grumpy old
m a n  w i t h  a  d r o o p i n g
mustache, a hyperactive child
with huge eyes, and a sleepy
dog with floppy ears. Place
t h e m  i n  a  s i m p l e
scene—waiting in line, eating
dinner, or playing a game. The
dynamics between their
exaggerated expressions will
tell a story and amplify the
comedy.



Incorporating Visual
Gags

Sometimes the funniest faces
include a visual pun or joke.
For example, draw a face that
is actually a potato, but with
features. Or a face made of
fruit. You can also play with
the idea of the face being a
mask. Add a string behind the
ear to show it is fake. These
conceptual layers add depth
and make your work stand
out.

Common
Mistakes and
How to Avoid
Them

Even experienced artists fall
into traps when drawing funny
faces. Being aware of these
pitfalls will accelerate your
progress.

Overcomplicating the

design: Too many
details can muddle the
humor. A simple, clear
exaggeration is often
funnier than a busy
one. Focus on one or
two over-the-top
features.
Sticking to realistic
proportions: If your
face still looks too
normal, you are not
exaggerating enough.
Push each feature
further than you think
is necessary.
Forgetting the
personality: A funny
face should convey a
specific emotion or
character trait. A face
that is just "silly"
without context can be
forgettable. Give your
character a reason for
being funny.
Ignoring negative
space: The space
between features
matters. A huge gap
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between the nose and
mouth can look
comical. A face
scrunched together
suggests tension. Use
spacing as a tool.
Not practicing
regularly: Like any
skill, drawing funny
faces improves with
repetition. Set a daily
goal of creating five
quick cartoon faces.
You will quickly see
improvement.

Inspiration and
Practice
Prompts

Sometimes the hardest part is
getting started. Here are a few
prompt s  t o  spa rk  you r
creativity as you continue
learning how to draw funny
faces:

Draw a face that has1.
just tasted something

incredibly sour.
Create a character who2.
is trying to tell a secret
but is very bad at
whispering.
Illustrate a person who3.
has just woken up and
is still half asleep.
Design a face that is4.
completely round, with
eyes, nose, and mouth
all clustering in the
center.
Draw a character with5.
an enormous chin and a
tiny forehead.
Invent a face that looks6.
like a villain, but with a
goofy, friendly twist.

Take these prompts and run
with them. Do not judge your
first attempts. The goal is to
have fun and to keep your
hand moving.

Conclusion:



Embrace the
Silly Side of Art

Drawing funny faces is more
than just a trick to impress
friends—it is  a  genuine
artistic practice that builds
observational skills, creative
thinking, and emotional
expression. By learning how to
m a s t e r  e x a g g e r a t i o n ,
proportion play, and character
details, you open the door to a
world of comedic illustration.
Whether you are a beginner
doodler or a seasoned artist
looking to add humor to your

portfolio, the techniques
outlined here will serve as a
r e l i a b l e  f o u n d a t i o n .
Remember that the best funny
faces come from a place of
joy and experimentation. They
do not need to be perfect; they
need to be alive. So grab a
p e n c i l ,  l e t  g o  o f  y o u r
inhibi t ions ,  and le t  the
laughter begin. The next time
someone asks you to draw
something silly, you will have
the tools and confidence to
deliver a face that brings a
smile to everyone who sees it.
Happy drawing.


