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Movie Eye Of The Storm

Unveiling the Power of Family Secrets: A
Deep Dive into the Movie Eye of the
Storm

Few  films  manage  to  capture  the  raw,  turbulent,  and  often
contradictory nature of family dynamics as poignantly as the 2011
drama  Movie  Eye  of  the  Storm.  This  cinematic  adaptation  of
Patrick White's Nobel Prize-winning novel is not merely a film about a
dying matriarch; it  is a profound exploration of guilt,  resentment,
love,  and  the  quiet  devastation  that  lingers  in  the  wake  of  a
dysfunctional  upbringing.  For  readers  seeking  a  film  that  prioritizes
character depth over explosive action, the Movie Eye of the Storm
offers  a  richly  textured  narrative  that  examines  how  the  past  can
poison  the  present.  This  article  unpacks  the  film's  intricate  layers,
from its literary origins and stellar cast to its thematic resonance and
critical  reception,  providing  a  comprehensive  guide  for  both
newcomers  and  those  revisiting  this  overlooked  masterpiece.

The Literary Foundation: From Nobel Laureate to
Silver Screen

To  truly  appreciate  the  Movie  Eye  of  the  Storm,  one  must  first
understand its source material.  The film is based on the 1973 novel
The Eye of the Storm by Patrick White, the only Australian writer to
have won the Nobel Prize in Literature. White's novel is considered a
cornerstone of Australian literature, celebrated for its dense, poetic
prose  and  its  unflinching  examination  of  the  human  condition.  The
story  revolves  around  Elizabeth  Hunter,  a  wealthy,  domineering
former socialite who lies dying in her Sydney mansion, attended by
her two estranged children, Basil and Dorothy, who return from their
lives in London and Paris respectively.

Adapting such a revered and complex novel was a monumental task.
Director  Fred Schepisi,  an Australian filmmaker with a distinguished
career, approached the material with deep respect. The screenplay,
co-written  by  Schepisi  and  Judy  Morris,  distils  White's  sprawling
narrative  into  a  focused,  emotionally  charged  two-hour  film.  The
essence of the novel – its exploration of the "eye of the storm" as a
metaphor  for  the  deceptive  calm at  the  centre  of  personal  and
familial chaos – is preserved beautifully. This adaptation does not
seek to simplify White's work but rather to translate its psychological
depth into a visual and visceral cinematic language. The result is a
film  that  stands  on  its  own  merits  while  remaining  faithful  to  the
spirit  of  the  Nobel  Prize-winning  text.

Plot Overview: The Gathering Storm

The narrative of the Movie Eye of the Storm unfolds primarily in
the opulent, claustrophobic Hunter family home in Sydney. The year
is 1973. Elizabeth Hunter (Charlotte Rampling), once a celebrated
beauty and the centre of Sydney society, is now bedridden, blind,
and completely dependent on her devoted housekeeper, Lotte (Helen
Morse), and a pair of eccentric nurses. Despite her physical frailty,
her mind remains sharp and her will, tyrannical. She is the storm at
the centre of her universe.

Her children return for what they assume will be the final vigil. Basil
(Geoffrey  Rush)  is  a  celebrated  Shakespearean  actor  living  in
London, knighted and esteemed, yet emotionally bankrupt. Dorothy
(Judy Davis) is a French princess by marriage, living a life of hollow
aristocracy in Paris.  Both are summoned by their mother's failing
health,  but  their  return  is  fraught  with  decades  of  accumulated
resentment.  The siblings are not  merely  visiting;  they are warily
circling their mother's fortune and confronting the ghosts of a painful

childhood  shaped  by  a  narcissistic  parent.  Through  a  series  of
flashbacks, the film reveals the emotional violence and manipulation
that defined their upbringing. The central question of the Movie Eye
of  the  Storm  is  whether  these  damaged  individuals  can  find  any
form of reconciliation, or if they will remain trapped in the destructive
patterns  set  by  their  formidable  mother.  The "storm" is  not  just
Elizabeth's tempestuous personality; it is the emotional hurricane she
has  inflicted  upon  her  family,  and  the  "eye"  is  the  rare,  fleeting
moments  of  clarity  and  peace  that  punctuate  the  chaos.

A Masterclass in Performance: The Core Cast

The success of the Movie Eye of the Storm rests heavily on its
cast, and it delivers a triumvirate of performances that are nothing
short of extraordinary. Charlotte Rampling, in the role of Elizabeth
Hunter,  is  a  revelation.  She portrays  the dying matriarch with  a
chilling blend of vulnerability and iron will. Her performance is not
one  of  simple  villainy;  she  imbues  Elizabeth  with  a  fierce,  almost
primal life force that is both repellent and fascinating. Even when
bedridden,  she  commands  the  screen,  her  voice  and  subtle
expressions  conveying  a  lifetime  of  manipulation,  passion,  and
regret.  Rampling captures the duality of a woman who is both a
monster and a victim of her own nature, making her the unshakeable
anchor of the film.

Opposite Rampling, Geoffrey Rush delivers a masterful  performance
as  Basil,  the  son  whose  outward  success  masks  a  deep-seated
insecurity and a desperate need for maternal  approval.  Rush,  an
Australian icon,  plays  Basil  with  a  brittle  elegance,  his  theatrical
gestures often betraying the trembling heart of a child still seeking
validation.  His  scenes  with  Rampling  are  electric,  charged  with
decades  of  unspoken  conflict.  Similarly,  Judy  Davis  as  Dorothy  is  a
force of nature, portraying the daughter whose resentment is barely
concealed beneath a veneer of aristocratic formality. Davis perfectly
captures Dorothy's brittle rage and her pathetic need to mimic her
mother's emotional cruelty. The chemistry between the three leads is
palpable, creating a family unit that feels authentically, painfully real.
The supporting cast,  including Colin  Friels  and John Gaden,  adds
further layers of  depth,  but  it  is  the central  trio  that  makes the
Movie Eye of the Storm a compelling character study.

Thematic Depth: Beyond the Family Feud

While on the surface the Movie Eye of the Storm is a story about a
family  in  crisis,  its  thematic  reach  is  far  wider.  The  film  is  a
meditation  on  several  universal  concepts:

The Nature of Love and Cruelty: The film challenges the
conventional notion of unconditional parental love. Elizabeth
Hunter's love is conditional, possessive, and often cruel. The
film asks whether love that is so tainted can still be called love,
and whether it can ever be forgiven.
The Legacy of Childhood: Both Basil and Dorothy are
defined by their childhood traumas. The film powerfully
illustrates that we carry our parents inside us, and that
escaping the emotional script written for us in childhood is an
almost impossible challenge. Their adult lives are elaborate
attempts to either please or rebel against their mother's ghost.
Mortality and Control: Elizabeth Hunter's dying process is a
battle for control. She cannot control her body, so she exerts
her will over everyone around her. The film explores how
mortality strips away pretense, forcing a confrontation with the
life one has actually lived, rather than the one one intended to
live.
The Eye of the Storm Metaphor: The central metaphor is
beautifully rendered. The storm is life: the chaos, the pain, the



noise. The eye is that hidden centre of stillness, the possibility
of peace and clarity. The film suggests that achieving that
peace, even for a moment, is the ultimate human aspiration,
often found only in death or in a profound act of surrender.

These themes are not lectured to the audience; they are woven into
every scene, every glance, every harsh word. The Movie Eye of the
Storm  trusts  its  viewers  to  engage  with  the  material  on  an
intellectual  and emotional  level,  rewarding close attention with a
deeply resonant experience.

Direction and Cinematography: Capturing the
Atmosphere

Fred Schepisi's direction in the Movie Eye of the Storm is sensitive
and assured. He displays a remarkable ability to handle the intimate,
claustrophobic scenes within the Hunter home while also opening up
the story through evocative flashbacks.  Schepisi  does not shy away
from the unpleasantness of the characters, yet he treats them with a
humanist's  understanding.  He  knows  that  the  most  dramatic
moments are often the quiet ones: a loaded glance across a dining
table, a hand hesitating before taking another's.

The cinematography by Ian Baker is stunning in its subtlety. The film
is visually rich, using the decaying grandeur of the Hunter mansion
as a metaphor for the family itself. The colour palette is often muted,
reflecting  the  emotional  numbness  of  the  characters,  but  bursts  of
colour  in  flashbacks  remind  us  of  a  more  vibrant,  if  equally
destructive,  past.  The  use  of  light  and  shadow  is  particularly
effective,  often  placing  characters  in  half-darkness  to  suggest  their
moral ambiguity. The camera lingers on faces, allowing the actors to
convey the complex emotions that words cannot. The sound design,
too, is crucial. The quiet creaks of the house, the whisper of the wind,
the distant sounds of the city – all contribute to an atmosphere of
waiting and unresolved tension. The Movie Eye of the Storm is a
film  of  atmosphere,  where  every  element  from  performance  to
production  design  works  in  harmony.

Critical Reception and Lasting Legacy

Upon its release, the Movie Eye of the Storm received generally
positive reviews from critics, with particular praise lavished on the
performances of Rampling, Rush, and Davis. Many reviewers noted
that  it  was  a  faithful  and  intelligent  adaptation  of  a  difficult  novel.
Charlotte  Rampling  was  nominated  for  several  awards  for  her
performance,  and  the  film  itself  was  nominated  for  numerous
Australian Academy of Cinema and Television Arts (AACTA) awards,

including Best Film, Best Direction, and Best Adapted Screenplay. It
won awards for its production design and costume design.

However,  the  film  did  not  achieve  the  widespread  commercial
success that some had hoped for. Its deliberately slow pace, its focus
on unlikable characters, and its intense emotional weight made it a
challenging prospect for mainstream audiences accustomed to more
formulaic narratives. It is often described as a "small" film, not in its
ambition but in its intimate focus. Over time, however, the Movie
Eye of the Storm has grown in stature. It is increasingly recognized
as a sophisticated and emotionally honest work, an adult drama that
refuses  to  patronize  its  audience.  For  cinephiles  and students  of
great acting, it has become a benchmark for literary adaptation and
ensemble performance. Its legacy is one of quiet, enduring quality—a
film  that  improves  with  each  viewing,  revealing  new  nuances  and
depths.

Where the Film Fits in the Broader Context

It is worth noting that while the 2011 Australian drama is the most
prominent, the title "Eye of the Storm" has been used for other films,
including a 2003 Hong Kong action thriller.  However,  when most
critics and literary enthusiasts refer to the Movie Eye of the Storm,
they are referring to the Schepisi adaptation of Patrick White's novel.
This  film  occupies  a  unique  space  in  Australian  cinema.  It  stands
alongside other great Australian family dramas like The Getting of
Wisdom and My Brilliant Career, but its tone is far more somber and
its examination of the upper class more critical. It is a film about the
end  of  an  era—the  fading  of  the  old  colonial  aristocracy  in
Australia—and the emergence of a modern, more uncertain society.
This historical subtext adds another layer to the family story, making
it not just a personal tragedy but also a cultural elegy. For those
interested  in  Australian  film,  literature,  or  simply  powerful  family
drama,  this  film  is  an  essential  piece  of  cinema.

Conclusion: A Storm Worth Weathering

The Movie Eye of the Storm is not a film for everyone. It demands
patience, attention, and a willingness to sit with discomfort. It offers
no  easy  resolutions,  no  triumphant  reconciliations.  What  it  offers  is
something far rarer: a truthful, unflinching look at the complexities of
love,  family,  and  mortality.  It  is  a  showcase  for  three  of  the  finest
actors of our time, performing at the peak of their powers, under the
guidance  of  a  master  director.  The  film  asks  profound  questions
about the stories we tell ourselves to survive, and the price we pay
for the roles we assume in the family drama. If you are looking for a
cinematic experience that challenges, moves, and lingers long after
the final frame, seek out the Movie Eye of the Storm


