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Texas Licensed Irrigator Exam

Understanding the
Texas Licensed
Irrigator Exam

Water  is  a  precious  resource  in
Texas,  and  managing  it  efficiently
requires  skilled  professionals  who
understand both the technical  and
regulatory aspects of irrigation. The
Texas Licensed Irrigator Exam is
the  gateway  for  individuals  who
want to design, install, maintain, or
alter irrigation systems in the Lone
Star  State.  Whether  you  are  a
seasoned  professional  or  just
starting  in  the  green  industry,
passing  this  exam demonstrates  a
commitment to safety, conservation,
and  lega l  compl iance .  Th is
comprehensive guide will walk you
through  everything  you  need  to
know  about  the  exam,  f rom
eligibility  requirements  to  study
strategies,  helping  you  take  a
confident  step  toward becoming a
licensed irrigator.

Who Needs a Texas
Irrigator License?

Licensing requirements in Texas are
governed by the Texas Commission
on  Environmental  Quality  (TCEQ).
Under  state  law,  any  person  who
performs  irrigation  work  for
compensation  must  hold  a  valid
irrigator  license.  This  includes
activities  such  as  site  evaluation,

system  design,  instal lat ion,
maintenance,  and  repair  o f
irrigation  equipment  used  for
landscape or agricultural purposes.
Exemptions  exist  for  homeowners
working on their own property and
for  certain  agricultural  operations,
but  for  most  professionals  in  the
landscaping,  turf,  and  green
industry  sectors,  the  license  is
mandatory.

There  are  two  primary  license
categor ies  under  the  TCEQ
regulatory  framework:

Licensed Irrigator: Allows
you to perform all aspects of
irrigation work, including
design and installation.
Licensed Irrigation
Technician: A more limited
license that covers installation
and repair but not design or
system layout.

To become a full Licensed Irrigator,
you must pass the Texas Licensed
Irrigator  Exam,  which  covers  a
broad  range  o f  top ics  f rom
hydraulics to backflow prevention.

Eligibility
Requirements for
Taking the Exam

Before  you  can  register  for  the
exam,  you  must  meet  certain
prerequisites set by the TCEQ. The
requirements are straightforward:



You must be at least 18 years1.
old.
You must have completed a2.
TCEQ-approved irrigation
training course (typically a
minimum of 30 hours of
instruction) or have equivalent
work experience verified by a
licensed irrigator.
You must submit a completed3.
application and fee to the
TCEQ.

Many candidates choose to attend a
preparatory  course  offered  by  a
licensed  irrigation  school  or
community  college.  These  courses
not  only  fulfi l l  the  education
requirement  but  also  provide
essential  knowledge for  the exam.
Regardless of your path, ensure that
all  documentation—including  proof
of  training  or  experience—is
accurate before applying. The TCEQ
will review your application and, if
approved, send you authorization to
schedule the exam.

Exam Content and
Structure

The  Texas  Licensed  Irrigator
Exam  is  a  comprehensive  test
d e s i g n e d  t o  a s s e s s  y o u r
understanding  of  irr igat ion
principles  and  Texas-specific
regulations. The exam is computer-
based and typically consists of 100
multiple-choice  questions.  You  are
given a time limit of approximately
three  hours  to  complete  it .  A
passing score is 70% or higher.

The  content  is  broken  down  into
several key domains:

Hydraulics and System

Design (30–35%): Questions
cover water flow, pressure,
pipe sizing, sprinkler spacing,
and design layout principles.
Installation and
Maintenance (20–25%):
Topics include trenching,
backfilling, wiring, valve
installation, and controller
programming.
Water Conservation and
Efficiency (15–20%): Focus
on smart controllers, rain
sensors, drip irrigation, and
compliance with local water
restrictions.
Backflow Prevention and
Cross-Connection Control
(10–15%): Understanding of
backflow devices, testing
procedures, and TCEQ rules
for preventing contamination.
Laws, Rules, and Safety
(10–15%): Includes the Texas
Irrigation Rules,
administrative procedures,
safety practices, and
environmental regulations.

The  exam  also  includes  questions
t h a t  r e q u i r e  r e a d i n g  a n d
interpreting  irrigation  plans,
p r e s s u r e  l o s s  c h a r t s ,  a n d
manufacturer  specifications.  A
sound  grasp  of  mathematical
calculations—such  as  precipitation
rates,  flow  rates,  and  pressure
losses—is  essential.

How to Prepare for
the Texas Licensed
Irrigator Exam

Preparation is  the key to  success.
Because  the  exam  covers  a  wide
range  of  technical  and  regulatory
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material, a structured study plan is
highly  recommended.  Here  are
some  proven  strategies:

Enroll in a TCEQ-Approved
Training Course

These  courses  are  designed
s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  e x a m .
Instructors  are  often  experienced
irrigators  who  know  exactly  what
topics are tested. You will receive a
study  manual,  practice  problems,
and  sometimes  even  mock  exams.
Many courses are offered online or
in person at locations across Texas.

Study the Official
References

The  TCEQ  publishes  the  Texas
Irrigation  Rules  (30  TAC  Chapter
344)  and  the  Irrigation  Design
Manual, which form the backbone of
the exam. Make sure you have the
latest  versions.  Key  documents
include:

Texas Administrative Code,
Title 30, Chapter 344
Irrigation Best Management
Practices from the Texas
Water Development Board
ANSI/ASABE Standards for
irrigation (applicable portions)

Take Practice Exams

Several organizations offer practice
tests  that  mimic  the  real  exam
format.  Use these to identify  your
weak  areas  and  improve  time
m a n a g e m e n t .  F o c u s  o n
understanding  why  an  answer  is
correct, not just memorizing it.

Join Study Groups or Online

Forums

Connecting  with  other  candidates
can be invaluable.  Many irrigation
associations in Texas—such as the
Texas  Irrigation  Association
(TIA)—prov ide  network ing
opportunities  and study resources.
Online  forums  and  social  media
groups are also excellent for sharing
tips and clarifying confusing topics.

Master the Math

Many test-takers struggle with the
hydraulic calculations. Spend extra
time practicing problems involving
friction loss, pressure requirements,
flow rates, and precipitation rates.
Use  a  simple  scientific  calculator
that you are comfortable with—most
testing  centers  provide  a  basic
calculator, but you may bring your
own if it is not programmable.

Registering for the
Exam

Once  you  have  your  application
approved  by  the  TCEQ,  you  will
rece ive  a  not i f i ca t ion  wi th
instructions to schedule your exam
through  the  test ing  vendor
(currently  PSI  Services).  The
process  involves:

Visiting the PSI website and1.
selecting the Texas Irrigator
exam.
Choosing a convenient test2.
center location and date
(available in many cities across
Texas, including Houston,
Dallas, Austin, San Antonio,
and others).
Paying the exam fee, which is3.
typically around $60–$80



(subject to change).
Receiving a confirmation email4.
with your appointment details.

It  is  advisable  to  schedule  your
exam at least a month in advance,
especially  during  peak  seasons.  If
you  need  to  reschedule,  do  so  at
l eas t  48  hours  be fore  your
appointment  to  avoid  losing  your
fee.

What to Expect on
Test Day

Arrive at the test center at least 30
minutes early. Bring a government-
issued photo ID (driver’s license or
passport).  The  testing  center  will
provide you with scratch paper and
a  penc i l ,  a s  we l l  a s  a  bas i c
calculator. You will not be allowed
to  bring  your  own  reference
materials, phones, watches, or other
electronic  devices.  The  exam  is
closed-book,  but  you  may  be
provided  with  a  formula  sheet
(check  with  PSI  beforehand).

During  the  exam,  read  each
question carefully.  Some questions
are  straightforward,  while  others
require  careful  reasoning.  Do  not
spend  too  much  time  on  a  single
question—if you are unsure, mark it
and  return  later.  After  submitting
your answers, you will receive your
score  immediately.  A  pass  means
you can move on to  the  licensing
application;  a  fail  means  you  can
retake  the  exam  after  a  waiting
period (typically 30 days).

After You Pass the

Exam

Upon passing the Texas Licensed
Irrigator Exam, you must complete
the  licensing  process  with  the
TCEQ.  This  includes:

Submitting the final licensing
application (if not already
done).
Paying the initial license fee
(currently around $170 for a
two-year license).
Providing proof of liability
insurance (at least $300,000 in
general liability coverage).

Once your license is issued, you will
rece ive  a  wa l le t  card  and  a
certificate.  You  must  display  your
license  number  on  all  contracts,
b ids ,  and  adver t i sements .
Remember that a license is valid for
two  years  and  must  be  renewed
with  continuing  education  hours
(typically  8  hours  per  renewal
period, including 2 hours on water
conservation).

Why Becoming a
Licensed Irrigator
Matters

Holding a Texas irrigator license is
more than a legal requirement—it is
a mark of professionalism. Licensed
irrigators  are  trusted  by  clients,
municipalities,  and  contractors
because  they  have  proven  their
knowledge  of  efficient  water  use
and  sa fe  sys tem  operat ion .
Moreover,  with  ongoing  droughts
and  water  conservation  mandates
across  Texas,  the  demand  for
skilled,  licensed  professionals
continues  to  grow.  The  license
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o p e n s  d o o r s  t o  b e t t e r  j o b
opportunities,  higher  earning
potential,  and  the  ability  to  start
your own irrigation business.

Continuing Education and
Staying Current

The irrigation field evolves with new
technologies like smart controllers,
pressure-regulating  sprinklers,  and
low-volume  drip  systems.  To
maintain your license, you must stay
informed  through  approved
continuing education courses. Many
associations  and  online  providers
offer  these  credits.  Regularly
reading  industry  publications  and
attending  trade  shows  also  helps
you stay ahead.

Common Challenges
and How to Overcome
Them

Many  candidates  find  the  Texas
Licensed  Irr igator  Exam
challenging due to its breadth. Here
are frequent hurdles and solutions:

Difficulty with Hydraulics:
Practice with real-world
examples. Use online
calculators to verify your
manual calculations.
Confusion about
Regulations: Create
flashcards for key TCEQ rules,
especially those about
backflow prevention and
enforcement.
Test Anxiety: Simulate exam
conditions by taking timed
practice tests. Deep breathing
and positive visualization can
also help.
Lack of Field Experience: If

you are new to irrigation,
consider working alongside a
licensed irrigator before the
exam. Practical knowledge
reinforces theoretical
concepts.

Frequently Asked
Questions

How long is the exam?

You  have  up  to  three  hours  to
complete  100  multiple-choice
questions.

Can I retake the exam if I
fail?

Yes. You can retake it after a 30-day
waiting period. There is no limit on
attempts,  but  you  must  pay  the
exam fee each time.

Do I need a license to work
on residential systems?

Yes, if you are paid for your work.
Even  simple  repairs  on  a  home
irrigation system require a license
unless you are the homeowner.

Is there reciprocity with
other states?

Texas  does  not  have  automatic
reciprocity,  but  individuals  with
equivalent  licenses  from  other
states  may  apply  for  a  license  by
endorsement,  potentially  bypassing
the  exam.  Contact  the  TCEQ  for
details.

Conclusion

The  Texas  Licensed  Irrigator



Exam is your ticket to a rewarding
career  in  water  management  and
landscape  technology.  While  the
e x a m  d e m a n d s  d e d i c a t e d
p r e p a r a t i o n ,  t h e
rewards—professional  credibility,
legal compliance, and the ability to
conserve  one  of  our  most  vital
resources—make  the  effort  well

worth  it.  Start  by  enrolling  in  a
training course,  gather your study
materials, and practice consistently.
With  determination  and  the  right
strategy, you will join the ranks of
Texas irrigators who help keep the
state green and growing efficiently.
Good luck on your journey towards
licensure!


