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Resolution And Independence By William Wordsworth

Introduction: A Poem of Crisis and
Consolation

Among the vast treasury of English Romantic poetry, few works
carry  the  quiet  philosophical  weight  of  Resolution  And
Independence By William Wordsworth.  Composed in  1802
and published in 1807 as part of his Poems in Two Volumes, this
poem stands as a testament to Wordsworth's ability to transform
a simple, almost mundane encounter into a profound meditation
on  human  suffering,  resilience,  and  the  nature  of  poetic
inspiration.  At  its  heart,  Resolution  And  Independence  By
William Wordsworth tells the story of a poet walking across a
moor  who  meets  an  old  leech  gatherer.  But  beneath  this
deceptively simple narrative lies  a rich exploration of  anxiety,
purpose, and the quiet dignity of enduring hardship. For readers
and  students  of  Romantic  literature,  this  poem  offers  an
invaluable window into Wordsworth's mature thought, showcasing
his belief in the restorative power of nature and the wisdom that
can be gleaned from the humblest of lives.

The poem was written during a period of significant personal and
creative upheaval for Wordsworth. Having already produced some
of his most celebrated works in collaboration with Samuel Taylor

Coleridge,  including Lyrical  Ballads,  Wordsworth  was grappling
with doubts about his own poetic vocation and the sustainability
of his creative powers. These anxieties are woven into the fabric
of  the  poem,  making  Resolution  And  Independence  By
William Wordsworth not merely a descriptive narrative but a
deeply autobiographical  piece that resonates with anyone who
has ever questioned their path in life.  The encounter with the
leech gatherer becomes a turning point, a moment of unexpected
grace that reorients the poet's troubled mind.

Historical and Biographical Context

To fully appreciate Resolution And Independence By William
Wordsworth,  it  is  essential  to  understand  the  circumstances
under which it was written. In the spring of 1802, Wordsworth was
staying at Dove Cottage in Grasmere with his sister Dorothy. He
had  been  suffering  from  periods  of  melancholy  and  creative
doubt, a condition that he would later explore in poems such as
Ode: Intimations of Immortality. The death of his brother John in
1805 was still a few years away, but Wordsworth already felt the
weight of existential uncertainty pressing upon him.

The poem was inspired by an actual meeting Wordsworth had



with  an  old  leech  gatherer  near  Esthwaite  Lake  in  the  Lake
District. Dorothy's journal entry for October 3, 1800, provides a
detailed account of  this  encounter,  describing the old man as
"almost  bent  double"  and  engaged  in  the  vanishing  trade  of
collecting  leeches  for  medicinal  purposes.  Wordsworth
transformed  this  real-life  meeting  into  a  symbolic  encounter,
elevating  the  leech  gatherer  from  a  quaint  local  figure  into  a
timeless emblem of human endurance. The composition of the
poem  occupied  Wordsworth  for  several  months,  undergoing
careful  revision  before  reaching  its  final  form.  This  meticulous
crafting is evident in the poem's measured stanzas and controlled
emotional  arc,  qualities  that  distinguish  Resolution  And
Independence By William Wordsworth from some of his more
spontaneous lyrical works.

Structure and Form

Resolution And Independence By William Wordsworth  is
composed in twenty stanzas, each containing seven lines. The
rhyme scheme follows a pattern of ABABBCC, a form known as
rhyme  royal,  which  was  historically  used  by  poets  such  as
Chaucer  and  Spenser  for  narrative  and  meditative  poetry.
Wordsworth's  choice  of  this  form  is  significant,  as  it  lends  the
poem  a  stately,  almost  ceremonial  quality  that  befits  its  serious
themes. The iambic pentameter lines create a steady, rhythmic
flow that mirrors the poet's contemplative walk across the moor,
while the occasional variation in meter draws attention to key
moments of emotional intensity.

One of the most striking formal features of the poem is the way
Wordsworth  uses  the  stanza  structure  to  build  tension  and
release. Each stanza functions as a self-contained unit of thought,
with the final couplet often delivering a resolving or summarizing
statement.  This  gives  Resolution  And  Independence  By
William Wordsworth  a carefully balanced architecture, where
the poet's emotional turmoil is gradually brought into equilibrium
through the discipline of form. The poem's title itself suggests this
movement from crisis to stability: "Resolution" refers both to the
poet's  initial  state  of  determination  and  the  resolution  of  his
psychological  conflict,  while  "Independence"  points  to  the  leech
gatherer's  defiant  self-sufficiency.

Summary of the Poem

The poem opens with the poet describing a beautiful  morning
after  a  night  of  rain.  Nature is  vibrant  and alive:  the hare is
running, the grass is glittering, and the poet feels a sense of joy
and liberation. This initial mood of exhilaration, however, quickly
gives  way  to  a  darker  emotional  state.  As  the  poet  wanders
further, he becomes consumed by thoughts of his own mortality
and the precariousness of the poetic life. He recalls the fates of
other poets, such as Thomas Chatterton and George Burns, who
died young or in poverty, and he begins to fear that the same
destiny awaits him.

It is at this moment of acute anxiety that the poet encounters the
leech gatherer. The old man is described in vivid, almost mythic
terms: he is "like a huge stone" or "a sea-beast" that has crawled
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out of the water. He moves slowly and speaks with a measured,
deliberate voice. The poet asks the old man what he does, and
the leech gatherer  explains  that  he collects  leeches from the
ponds and streams, a profession that is becoming increasingly
difficult as the leeches grow scarce. Despite his poverty and age,
the old man displays no bitterness or self-pity. He speaks of his
work  with  simple  acceptance  and  continues  his  search  with
unwavering determination.

The poet is deeply moved by this encounter. The leech gatherer
becomes a source of wisdom and comfort, a living example of
how to endure hardship without losing one's sense of purpose. By
the end of the poem, the poet's fears have not vanished entirely,
but they have been put into perspective. He carries the image of
the old man with him, a "steadfast" presence that serves as a
reminder of the strength that can be found in the most ordinary of
lives.  This  resolution,  however,  is  not  presented  as  a  final  or
complete  answer  but  as  a  tentative  and  hard-won  insight.

Major Themes in Resolution And
Independence By William Wordsworth

Anxiety and the Poetic Vocation

One of the central concerns of Resolution And Independence
By William Wordsworth is the anxiety that accompanies the life
of a poet. Wordsworth was acutely aware of the precariousness of
creative  inspiration.  In  the  poem,  he  reflects  on  how  quickly  joy

can turn to despair, and how the very sensitivity that allows a
poet to perceive beauty also makes him vulnerable to sorrow. The
fear  of  losing  his  creative  powers,  of  becoming  a  "mariner"
without a compass, is a recurring motif.  This theme resonates
strongly  with  modern  readers,  who  may  recognize  similar
anxieties  about  creative  burnout  and  the  pressure  to  sustain
success in any field.

Nature as a Source of Healing

As in many of Wordsworth's poems, nature plays a crucial role in
Resolution And Independence By William Wordsworth. The
natural world is not merely a backdrop but an active participant in
the poet's psychological drama. The opening lines celebrate the
beauty  of  the  landscape,  while  the  encounter  with  the  leech
gatherer takes place in a rugged, untamed setting that mirrors
the old man's resilience. Wordsworth suggests that nature has the
power  to  restore  the human spirit,  but  this  restoration is  not
automatic. It requires openness, attention, and a willingness to
receive wisdom from unexpected sources.

Human Endurance and Dignity

The leech gatherer is the embodiment of quiet endurance. He is
old, poor, and engaged in a difficult and fading occupation, yet he
displays  an almost  superhuman serenity.  Wordsworth  portrays
him as  a  figure  of  "resolution  and  independence,"  someone  who
has learned to  accept  his  circumstances without  complaint  or
despair. This theme of human dignity in the face of adversity is
one of the most powerful and enduring messages of the poem.



The leech gatherer is not a hero in the conventional sense, but his
steadfastness offers a profound lesson in resilience.

The Wisdom of the Common Man

Wordsworth was a pioneer of the Romantic movement's focus on
ordinary  people  and  everyday  life.  In  Resolution  And
Independence By William Wordsworth, he elevates the leech
gatherer to the status of a philosopher, finding in his simple words
a depth of wisdom that the poet's own sophisticated education
could  not  provide.  This  theme  reflects  Wordsworth's  belief  that
genuine insight is not confined to the learned or the wealthy but
can be found among the most humble members of society. The
old man becomes a "teacher" of sorts, guiding the poet toward a
more balanced and grateful perspective.

Literary Devices and Imagery

Wordsworth employs a range of  literary devices to enrich the
texture  of  Resolution  And  Independence  By  William
Wordsworth. The use of simile is particularly striking, especially
in the description of the leech gatherer.  He is compared to a
"huge stone" and a "sea-beast," images that suggest both solidity
and otherworldliness. These similes create a sense of the old man
as  a  figure  who  is  not  entirely  of  this  world,  a  messenger  from
some deeper realm of experience. The imagery of the stone also
evokes permanence and stability, qualities that the poet sorely
lacks at the beginning of the poem.

Another important device is personification. Nature in the poem is
alive with agency: the hare "runs a race," the grass "shines" with
joy, and the poet's own thoughts are described as "fears" and
"fancies" that take on a life of their own. This technique aligns
with  Wordsworth's  pantheistic  view  of  nature  as  a  living,
breathing presence that interacts with the human soul. The poem
also makes effective use of contrast, juxtaposing the poet's initial
joy  with  his  subsequent  despair,  and  the  old  man's  calm
acceptance with the poet's frantic anxiety.

The Leech Gatherer: Symbol and Reality

At the center of Resolution And Independence By William
Wordsworth  stands  the  enigmatic  figure  of  the  leech  gatherer.
For many readers, this old man is the most memorable element of
the poem. Wordsworth portrays him with a remarkable blend of
realism and symbolism. On one level, he is a specific individual, a
"real" person encountered on a particular day in the Lake District.
The details of his appearance and manner are vividly rendered,
making him feel tangible and immediate. On another level, he is a
universal  symbol  of  human  perseverance,  a  "type"  that
transcends  his  particular  circumstances.

The leech gatherer's occupation is also richly symbolic. Leeches
were used in medicine to draw blood, and there is a suggestion
that the old man performs a kind of healing for the poet, drawing
out his poisonous fears and anxieties. The fact that leeches are
becoming scarce adds an elegiac note, suggesting that the old
man  himself  is  a  remnant  of  a  disappearing  world.  Yet  he
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continues his work without complaint, embodying a kind of stoic
nobility  that  the  poet  finds  both  humbling  and  inspiring.  The  old
man's  independence  is  not  the  assertive,  self-reliant
independence  of  the  Romantic  hero  but  a  quiet,  patient
independence  born  of  necessity  and  acceptance.

Wordsworth's Poetic Philosophy in Action

To fully understand Resolution And Independence By William
Wordsworth,  it  is  helpful  to consider it  within the context of
Wordsworth's broader poetic philosophy. In his famous "Preface to
Lyrical Ballads," Wordsworth argued that poetry should be written
in "the language of ordinary men" and should deal with "incidents
and  situations  from  common  life."  The  poem  exemplifies  this
principle by taking a chance encounter with a poor old man as its
subject  and by using a relatively  simple,  direct  style.  Yet  the
poem also demonstrates Wordsworth's ability to infuse ordinary
events  with  extraordinary  significance,  revealing  the  "inherent
and  permanent"  value  of  everyday  human  experiences.

Moreover,  the  poem  reflects  Wordsworth's  belief  in  the
"spontaneous  overflow  of  powerful  feelings"  that  is,  however,
"recollected in tranquility." The encounter with the leech gatherer
triggers an immediate emotional response in the poet, but it is
only  through  the  process  of  reflection  and  composition  that  the
deeper meaning of the encounter becomes clear. This poem is
thus  not  only  Resolution  And  Independence  By  William
Wordsworth  as  a  finished  work  but  also  a  meditation  on  how
poetry itself  is made: through the patient working of memory,
emotion, and imagination.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Upon  its  publication,  Resolution  And  Independence  By
William Wordsworth received a mixed but generally favorable
reception. Some contemporary critics found the poem's subject
matter too humble or its style too plain, while others praised its
emotional sincerity and moral depth. Over time, the poem has
come  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  Wordsworth's  most  significant
works,  a  cornerstone  of  the  Romantic  canon


