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The First Super-Team:
Exploring the Justice Society
of America Members

For decades, the Justice Society of
America (JSA) has stood as a pillar of
superhero history, representing the very
first team of costumed heroes in comic
books. Debuting in All Star Comics #3 in
1940, the JSA laid the groundwork for
every superhero ensemble that followed,

including the more famous Justice
League. The roster of Justice Society of
America members is vast, spanning
generations, alternate timelines, and
reboots. Understanding these members
means understanding the evolution of
the superhero genre itself. This article
offers a comprehensive look at the iconic
heroes, legacy characters, and modern
additions that have made the JSA an
enduring cornerstone of DC Comics.
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modern resurgence, the JSA has always
carried a unique gravitas: these were
heroes who fought through World War I,
faced cosmic threats, and later passed
the torch to a younger generation. The
team is often associated with legacy,
mentorship, and the idea that heroism
spans across time. Let us break down
the key Justice Society of America
members, era by era, and explore why
they remain so beloved by fans.

Founding Members: The

The original JSA lineup was assembled in
1940 and consisted of some of the most
recognizable heroes of the early comic
book era. These characters defined the
archetypes we see today. The founding
Justice Society of America members
were:

* The Flash (Jay Garrick) - The
original speedster, who used a
heavy metal helmet and boots
with wings. Jay Garrick is the first
DC speedster and has appeared
across multiple continuities as a
mentor to Barry Allen and Wally
West.
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¢ Green Lantern (Alan Scott) - the most powerful beings in DC
Unlike the later cosmic-powered and acted as the JSA's
Green Lanterns, Alan Scott derived supernatural member.
his power from a mystical e Doctor Fate (Kent Nelson) - A
Starheart. His ring was vulnerable sorcerer bound to the Helmet of
to wood, and he operated from the Nabu, Doctor Fate has served as
1940s onward, later helping train the team's magical anchor through
other Lanterns. many eras.

e« Hawkman (Carter Hall) - A e Hourman (Rex Tyler) - A
reincarnating archaeologist who chemist who developed a "Miraclo"
wields ancient Thanagarian pill granting super strength and
weapons. His connection to the endurance for one hour. Hourman
Nth metal and doomed romance represents the early science-hero
with Hawkgirl (Shayera Hol) are archetype.
central to JSA lore. e Sandman (Wesley Dodds) - A

e The Spectre (Jim Corrigan) - A detective who used a gas gun to
ghostly, near-omnipotent spirit of induce sleep. His shadowy
vengeance. The Spectre is one of demeanor and trench coat made
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him a precursor to darker
vigilantes.

e The Atom (Al Pratt) - A
diminutive strongman (not the
shrinking hero of later years). Al
Pratt was a scrappy brawler with a
heart of gold.

¢ Johnny Thunder - A comical
figure who could summon a
magical genie-like being called the
Thunderbolt by saying "Cei-u." His
misadventures often provided
levity.

These nine members formed the core,
though the roster fluctuated quickly.
Others like Wildcat (Ted Grant), Black
Canary (Dinah Drake), and Starman (Ted

Knight) soon joined, expanding the
team's diversity of powers and
personalities. The Golden Age JSA
operated under the banner of the All-
Star Squadron and directly fought Nazi
forces and Axis threats.

The Silver Age and Earth-
Two Reboot

When DC Comics introduced the Silver
Age in the late 1950s, they created new
versions of characters like the Flash and
Green Lantern, effectively establishing a
parallel Earth. The original Golden Age
heroes were retconned to reside on
Earth-Two, while the newer Justice
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League inhabited Earth-One. This
allowed the Justice Society of America
members to coexist with their modern
counterparts while retaining their
historical identities.

During this era, the JSA entered a period
of semi-retirement but returned annually
for crossovers like the "Crisis on Earth-
Two" and "Crisis on Earth-One" stories.
The roster expanded with legacy heroes:
the new Doctor Fate (Eric Strauss era,
later others), the new Starman (Jack
Knight, though he is more of a legacy),
and even Superman of Earth-Two. The
team also inducted younger members
such as Power Girl (Superman's cousin)
and Huntress (the daughter of Batman

and Catwoman from Earth-Two).

This era emphasized the theme of
legacy: many Justice Society of America
members were aging, and they began
mentoring a new generation. The
dynamics between the old guard and
newcomers created rich storytelling
opportunities.

Post-Crisis to New 52:
Shifting Rosters

The 1985 event "Crisis on Infinite Earths"
merged the multiverse into one timeline,
complicating the JSA's continuity.
Originally thought erased, the team was
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later restored as having always existed A teenage hero who wields the

but with their history altered. In the cosmic staff and later becomes a
1990s, the JSA was relaunched in a new central figure.
ongoing series, JSA (1999-2006), which * Doctor Mid-Nite (Pieter Cross)
became one of DC's most acclaimed - A blind doctor with enhanced
team books. The roster during this senses and a sidekick owl named
period was robust and included: Hooty.
e Mr. Terrific (Michael Holt) - A
* Flash (Jay Garrick) - Still active genius inventor and Olympic-level
and vital. athlete, often considered the third
¢ Green Lantern (Alan Scott) - smartest person in DC.
Still wieIding his mystic ring. ° Damage (Grant Emerson) -A
* Wildcat (Ted Grant) - As a super-strong explosive hero with a
street-smart boxer and trainer. tragic origin.
* Hourman (Rick Tyler) - Son of  Hawkgirl (Kendra Saunders) -
the original, with a similar Miraclo A reincarnated hero with wings
pill. and mace.

e Stargirl (Courtney Whitmore) - e Black Canary (Dinah Lance) -
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Though more associated with the
Justice League, she had deep ties
to the JSA through her mother.

e Captain Marvel (or Shazam) -
During some storylines, Billy
Batson joined the team.

The JSA series was praised for its
character development,
intergenerational conflicts, and epic
storylines like "The Black Reign" (where
a team of villains led by Black Adam took
on the JSA) and "Princes of Darkness."
The team's headquarters was the fabled
Brownstone in New York City.

With the New 52 reboot in 2011, the JSA
was initially erased from continuity, but

fan outcry led to their eventual
reintroduction in Earth 2 and later in DC
Rebirth. The Rebirth era restored the JSA
as a central part of the main DC
Universe, with classic members
reappearing in titles like Doomsday
Clock, Dark Nights: Death Metal, and the
2022 Stargirl: The Lost Children series.

Notable Female Members
and Their Impact

The Justice Society of America members
have included some of the most iconic
female heroes in comics. The JSA was
one of the first teams to feature
superheroines in active roles, not just as
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sidekicks or love interests.

Black Canary (Dinah Drake) - The
original Black Canary debuted in the JSA
in 1947 as the first female member
(aside from the briefly appearing Wonder
Woman). Dinah Drake was a high-level
martial artist who could emit a sonic
“canary cry." Her legacy was continued
by her daughter, Dinah Lance, who
became a founding Justice League
member.

Hawkgirl (multiple incarnations) -
From Shiera Sanders (Golden Age) to
Kendra Saunders (modern), Hawkgirl has
been a fierce warrior and reincarnating
lover of Hawkman. She served as the

JSA's aerial powerhouse.

Power Girl (Kara Zor-L) - The Earth-
Two Kara Zor-El, Power Girl is a
Kryptonian with all of Superman's
powers but a fiercer personality. She has
been a key member since the 1970s,
known for her distinct white costume
and leadership role.

Huntress (Helena Wayne) - The
daughter of Batman and Catwoman from
Earth-Two, Huntress brought a dark
edge to the JSA. Her crossbow and
detective skills made her a fan favorite.
Later reboots created Helena Bertinelli
as a different Huntress, but the JSA
connection remains iconic.
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Stargirl (Courtney Whitmore) -
Perhaps the most important modern
legacy hero, Courtney Whitmore was the
stepdaughter of the original Star-
Spangled Kid. She took up his gear,
including the cosmic staff, and became
the heart of the JSA in the 2000s. She
later led the team and inspired a
television series.

Jesse Quick (Jesse Chambers) - The
daughter of the original Johnny Quick (a
Golden Age speedster), Jesse Quick
inherited super-speed and became a JSA
member. She also served as Liberty
Belle, continuing her family's legacy.

These women not only fought alongside

their male counterparts but also drove
major story arcs, often dealing with
themes of motherhood, identity, and
balancing family with heroism.

Legacy Characters: The
Next Generation

One of the defining features of the
Justice Society of America members is
the emphasis on legacy. Many heroes
passed their mantles to children,
protégés, or successors. This
multigenerational aspect gives the team
a unique depth and emotional
resonance.
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Hourman (Rex Tyler and Rick Tyler)
- Rex invented the Miraclo pill; his son
Rick later battled addiction (the pill was
highly addictive) and became a more
nuanced hero.

Starman (Ted Knight and his sons) -
Ted Knight was the Golden Age Starman
using gravity rods. His son David died
tragically, but his other son Jack Knight
took up the mantle in the acclaimed
Starman series. Jack later passed the
role to Courtney Whitmore indirectly.

Sandman (Wesley Dodds and Sand)
- The original Sandman's successor was
Sandy Hawkins, who became the
superhero Sand. He later reverted to

being a villain under the name Sandman
before redeeming himself.

Doctor Fate (multiple bearers) - The
Helmet of Nabu has been worn by Kent
Nelson, Inza Cramer (his wife), Hector
Hall (the son of Hawkman and Hawkagirl),
and others. Each bearer brings a unique
perspective to the role.

Wildcat (Ted Grant and his
protégés) - Ted Grant trained many
heroes, including Black Canary,
Catwoman, and even Batman. The
mantle was also taken up by his
daughter, Yolanda Montez (who was one
of the few female Wildcats).
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These legacy storylines make the JSA
feel like a family saga, where the past
constantly influences the present. The
theme of passing the torch is essential to
the team's identity.

Significant Storylines That
Shaped the Team

To understand the gravitas of the Justice
Society of America members, it helps to
highlight a few key story arcs that
defined their history:

e "Crisis on Infinite Earths"
(1985-1986) - This major event
saw many JSA members
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