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Diabolical Box Puzzle
105

The Intriguing Challenge of
Diabolical Box Puzzle 105: A
Complete Walkthrough

If you have ever found yourself lost in the charming yet
deceptively complex world of Professor Layton and
the  Diabolical  Box,  you  know  that  the  game  is  a
treasure  trove  of  brain-teasing  puzzles.  Among  the
many challenges that await players, few are as famously
tricky  as  Diabolical  Box  Puzzle  105.  Officially  titled
"Rolling  the  Die,"  this  spatial  reasoning  puzzle  has
stumped countless adventurers. This article provides a
comprehensive  guide  to  understanding,  solving,  and
appreciating  Puzzle  105,  while  also  exploring  the
mechanics  that  make  it  a  standout  moment  in  the
game.

What Is Diabolical Box Puzzle 105?

Diabolical Box Puzzle 105, also known as "Rolling the
Die," is a puzzle encountered in the Nintendo DS title
Professor  Layton  and  the  Diabolical  Box.  The  puzzle
presents a standard six-sided die placed on a grid. The



goal is to determine which number will be facing upward
after the die is rolled along a specific path. The catch is
that the die cannot be lifted; it must be rolled along its
edges,  and  the  grid  contains  obstacles  that  the  die
cannot cross.

This  puzzle  is  a  test  of  spatial  visualization  and
logical  deduction.  Players  must  mentally  track  the
die’s orientation through a series of moves, accounting
for  how each roll  changes the top,  bottom, and side
numbers. It is a classic example of the kind of lateral
thinking that defines the Professor Layton series.

The Setup of Puzzle 105

In Diabolical Box Puzzle 105, the player is presented
with a 3x3 grid. The die starts in the top-left corner of
the grid, with the number 1 facing upward. The grid is
marked with a path that the die must follow, indicated
by arrows.  The die  must  be rolled  from the starting
square to the goal square at the bottom-right corner,
following the arrows exactly. Along the way, the die will
be rolled left, right, forward, and backward.

The key to solving this puzzle lies in understanding the
standard arrangement of a die. On a standard six-
sided die, opposite faces always add up to seven. This
means:

1 is opposite 6
2 is opposite 5
3 is opposite 4
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When the die rolls, the top face becomes one of the side
faces, and a new face becomes the top. The challenge is
to keep track of these changes through a sequence of
moves.

Step-by-Step Solution for Diabolical Box
Puzzle 105

To solve Diabolical Box Puzzle 105, follow these steps
carefully. Remember that the die starts with 1 on top, 2
facing south (toward you),  and 3 facing east  (to the
right). The rest of the numbers are determined by the
opposite-faces rule.

First Roll: South1.
The die rolls one square down (south). When it
rolls south, the top face (1) becomes the north
face, and the south face (2) becomes the new top.
So after the first roll, the top face is 2.
Second Roll: East2.
The die rolls one square to the right (east). The
current top is 2, and the east face is 3. Rolling
east makes the east face (3) the new top. So after
the second roll, the top face is 3.
Third Roll: South3.
The die rolls one square down again. The current
top is 3, and the south face is currently 1 (since
the die has been rotated). Rolling south makes the
south face the new top. After careful tracking, the
south face at this point is 1. So the new top
becomes 1.



Fourth Roll: East4.
The die rolls one square east. The current top is 1,
and the east face is currently 4. Rolling east
makes the east face (4) the new top. So after this
roll, the top face is 4.
Fifth Roll: South5.
The die rolls one square south to reach the goal.
The current top is 4, and the south face is
currently 5. Rolling south makes the south face (5)
the new top. So after the final roll, the top face is
5.

Therefore, the answer to Diabolical Box Puzzle 105 is
5.  The number 5 will  be facing upward when the die
reaches the goal square.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Many players struggle with Puzzle 105 because they
lose track of the die’s orientation. Here are the most
common pitfalls and how to avoid them:

Forgetting the opposite faces rule: Always
remember that opposite faces add up to seven. If
you know the top face, you can deduce the
bottom face, and vice versa.
Losing track of the side faces: It is easy to get
confused about which number is facing north,
south, east, or west. A good practice is to draw a
simple diagram on paper or use a physical die to
follow along.
Rushing through the steps: Take your time.
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Each roll changes the orientation in a predictable
way, but it requires careful attention.
Assuming the die resets: The die does not reset
after each move. Its orientation carries over from
one roll to the next.

Why Diabolical Box Puzzle 105 Is So
Memorable

Diabolical Box Puzzle 105 is a perfect example of why
the  Professor  Layton  series  is  beloved  by  puzzle
enthusiasts. It is not just a test of mathematical skill; it
is a test of mental visualization and patience. The
puzzle is fair but challenging, requiring players to think
in  three  dimensions  while  working  with  a  two-
dimensional  grid.

Moreover,  the  puzzle  ties  into  the  game’s  narrative
themes  of  mystery  and  discovery.  Just  as  Professor
Layton and his apprentice Luke must unravel the secrets
of  the  Diabolical  Box,  the  player  must  unravel  the
hidden orientation of the die. This thematic resonance
makes the puzzle feel like a natural part of the game
world rather than a disconnected brainteaser.

Tips for Mastering Spatial Puzzles Like
Puzzle 105

If you enjoyed Diabolical Box Puzzle 105, you might
be looking for more challenges that test  your spatial
reasoning. Here are some tips for improving your skills:



Practice with a real die: Physical manipulation
is a great way to understand how rolling changes
orientation. You can also use a digital dice
simulator.
Draw diagrams: Sketching the die’s position
after each move can help you visualize the
changes.
Use the opposite faces rule: This simple rule is
the foundation of all die-rolling puzzles. Memorize
it and use it as a shortcut.
Break the path into segments: Instead of
trying to track all moves at once, break the path
into smaller parts and solve each segment
separately.
Check your work: Once you have a solution,
mentally retrace the steps to confirm that your
answer is correct.

The Educational Value of Puzzle 105

Beyond being a fun game, Diabolical Box Puzzle 105
has  genuine  educational  value.  It  teaches  spatial
reasoning,  a  skill  that  is  important  in  fields  such  as
architecture, engineering, and design. It also reinforces
the concept of logical deduction, as players must use
given information to infer unknown values. For younger
players, it can be an engaging introduction to geometry
and problem-solving.

Teachers  and  parents  can  use  puzzles  like  this  to
encourage  critical  thinking  in  a  low-pressure,
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entertaining context. The puzzle format makes learning
feel  like  play,  which  is  often  the  most  effective  way  to
absorb new concepts.

Related Puzzles in the Professor Layton
Series

If you have conquered Puzzle 105 and are hungry for
more,  the  Professor  Layton  series  is  full  of  similar
challenges. In the same game, you will encounter other
rolling-die puzzles, such as Puzzle 106 ("Rolling the Die
2") and Puzzle 107 ("Rolling the Die 3"). These puzzles
increase  in  difficulty,  introducing  larger  grids  and  more
complex paths.

Other games in the series, such as Professor Layton and
the  Curious  Village  and  Professor  Layton  and  the
Unwound Future,  feature  their  own spatial  reasoning
puzzles. These games are widely available on platforms
like the Nintendo DS, Nintendo 3DS, and mobile devices,
so you can continue your puzzle-solving journey.

Conclusion: Mastering Diabolical Box
Puzzle 105

Diabolical  Box Puzzle 105  is  a  standout  challenge
that rewards careful thinking and spatial awareness. By
understanding  the  mechanics  of  a  standard  die  and
following  the  step-by-step  solution,  any  player  can
conquer  this  puzzle.  Whether  you  are  a  seasoned
Professor Layton fan or a newcomer to the series, this



puzzle  offers  a  satisfying  "aha!"  moment  when  the
answer  becomes  clear.

Remember, the key to solving Puzzle 105 is patience
and attention  to  detail.  Use  the  opposite  faces  rule,
track the die's orientation after each roll, and do not be
afraid to use external aids like diagrams or a real die.
With practice, you will not only solve this puzzle but also
sharpen your skills for future challenges.

So, the next time you open Professor Layton and the
Diabolical  Box,  approach  Puzzle  105  with  confidence.
The answer is 5, but the real reward is the journey of
discovery along the way.


