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Does A Kangaroo
Have A Mother Too

Exploring
the Heartfelt
Question:
Does a
Kangaroo
Have a
Mother Too?

In the world of children’s
literature, few questions
resonate as deeply as the
one posed by Eric Carle
in his beloved book,
Does a Kangaroo Have a
Mother, Too? The simple
yet  profound query
serves as a gateway to
unde r s t and ing  t he
universal bond between
m o t h e r s  a n d  t h e i r

offspring across the
animal kingdom. For
parents, educators, and
curious minds alike, this
quest ion opens up a
world of discovery about
love ,  ca re ,  and  the
natural order of life. In
this  art icle,  we wil l
explore the themes of
Carle’s book, the science
o f  m a r s u p i a l
motherhood, and the
broader significance of
maternal bonds in nature.
Whether you are a parent
reading to your child or a
nature enthusiast, the
a n s w e r  t o  " d o e s  a
kangaroo have a mother
too" is a resounding
yes—and  the  s to ry
behind it is even more



fascinating.

The Story
Behind the
Book: Eric
Carle’s
Timeless
Classic

Eric Carle, the celebrated
author and illustrator of
T h e  V e r y  H u n g r y
Caterpillar, created Does
a  Kangaroo  Have  a
Mother, Too? in 2000.
The book features a
s e r i e s  o f  a n i m a l s ,
including a kangaroo, a
lion, a giraffe, and a
penguin, each asking the
same question: "Does a
[animal] have a mother,
too?" The repetitive,
rhythmic text is paired
with Carle’s signature
collage illustrations,
creating a comforting
and predictable pattern
for young readers. The

answer, repeated on
every page, is "Yes! A
[animal] has a mother,
just like me and you."
This simple affirmation
reinforces the idea that
all animals have mothers
who love and care for
them.

The Power of
Repetition in Early
Learning

Chi ld ren  th r ive  on
repetition. It  builds
familiarity, confidence,
and language skil ls .
Carle’s use of repetition
in Does a Kangaroo Have
a  M o t h e r ,  T o o ?  i s
intentional and effective.
By asking  the  same
question for each animal,
the book allows children
to predict the answer and
f e e l  a  s e n s e  o f
accomplishment. This
pattern also reinforces
the core message that
motherhood is universal.
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The question "does a
kangaroo have a mother
too" becomes a gentle
reminder that love and
care are not exclusive to
humans.

Marsupial
Motherhood:
The
Remarkable
Life of a
Kangaroo
Mother

To answer the question
"does a kangaroo have a
mother  too"  f rom a
biological perspective,
we must  look a t  the
unique and extraordinary
journey of marsupial
motherhood. Kangaroos
are marsupials, a group
of mammals that give
b i r t h  t o  r e l a t i ve l y
undeveloped young. The
kangaroo mother’s role is

o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
fascinating in the animal
kingdom.

Gestation and
Birth: A Short
Pregnancy

A kangaroo’s pregnancy
lasts only about 30 to 36
days.  The newborn,
called a joey, is born
blind, hairless, and no
larger than a jellybean.
Despite its tiny size, the
joey instinctively climbs
through its mother’s fur
to reach her pouch. This
journey is the first test of
survival, guided entirely
by instinct. The question
"does a kangaroo have a
mother too" is answered
with a resounding yes, as
the mother provides the
pouch—a warm, safe
environment where the
joey can continue to
develop.



Life in the Pouch:
A Mobile Nursery

Once inside the pouch,
the joey attaches to a
nipple and remains there
for several months. The
pouch  i s  no t  j u s t  a
carrying bag;  i t  i s  a
sophisticated nursery.
The mother kangaroo can
control  the muscles
around the pouch to keep
the joey secure, even
while hopping at high
s p e e d s .  S h e  a l s o
produces two types of
m i l k — o n e  f o r  t h e
newborn joey and one
for an older joey that has
left the pouch but still
nurses. This adaptation
allows her to care for
multiple offspring at
different stages of
development.

Weaning and
Independence

After about six to eight

months, the joey begins
to leave the pouch for
short periods. It gradually
b e c o m e s  m o r e
independent ,  but  i t
continues to nurse until it
is about a year old. Even
after weaning, the young
kangaroo may stay close
t o  i t s  m o t h e r  f o r
protection and guidance.
The mother teaches her
offspring where to find
food and water, how to
avoid predators, and how
to interact with the mob
(the term for a group of
k a n g a r o o s ) .  T h i s
extended per iod  of
maternal care is crucial
for the joey’s survival.

The
Universal
Bond:
Mothers in
the Animal
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Kingdom

The question "does a
kangaroo have a mother
too" is not limited to
marsupials. Across the
animal kingdom, mothers
play a vital role in the
survival and development
of their young. From
mammal s  t o  b i rd s ,
rept i les  to  insec ts ,
maternal care takes many
forms.

Mammalian
Mothers: Nurturing
and Protection

I n  m a m m a l s ,
m o t h e r h o o d  o f t e n
involves gestation, birth,
a n d  l a c t a t i o n .
Mammalian mothers
produce milk to feed
their young, and they
invest significant time
and energy in raising
their offspring. For
example:

Lions: Lionesses
raise their cubs
communally. They
nurse and protect
all cubs in the
pride, creating a
strong social bond.
Elephants:
Female elephants
live in matriarchal
herds. The mother
and other females
guide and protect
the calves for
many years.
Dolphins:
Dolphin mothers
are highly
attentive. They
carry their calves
with them, teach
them to hunt, and
protect them from
sharks.

Avian Mothers:
Nesting and
Feeding

I n  t h e  b i r d  w o r l d ,
mothers often build



nests, lay eggs, and feed
the i r  ch icks .  Some
species share parenting
duties, while others rely
solely on the mother. For
example:

Penguins:
Emperor penguin
mothers lay a
single egg and
then transfer it to
the father for
incubation while
she returns to the
sea to feed. When
she returns, she
feeds the chick
regurgitated food.
Eagles: Mother
eagles build large
nests and fiercely
protect their eggs
and eaglets. They
hunt and bring
food to the nest
until the young are
ready to fly.

Reptilian and

Amphibian
Mothers: A
Different Approach

Not all mothers are as
hands-on as kangaroos or
lions. Many reptiles and
amphibians lay eggs and
leave them to hatch.
However ,  there  are
e x c e p t i o n s .  S o m e
pythons coil around their
eggs to keep them warm,
and certain crocodiles
guard their nests and
carry hatchlings to water.
The question "does a
kangaroo have a mother
too"  p rompt s  u s  t o
c o n s i d e r  t h e  f u l l
spectrum of maternal
behavior, from intense
c a r e  t o  m i n i m a l
involvement.

Why the
Question
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Matters:
Lessons for
Children and

Adults

T h e  q u e r y  " d o e s  a
kangaroo have a mother
too" is more than a book
title. It is a philosophical
and emotional question
that opens a dialogue
a b o u t  e m p a t h y ,
connection,  and the
na tu ra l  wor ld .  For
children, it teaches that
all animals are part of a
larger family. For adults,
it is a reminder of our
responsibility to protect
and respect all living
creatures.

Emotional
Development and
Empathy

When a child asks "does
a  k a n g a r o o  h a v e  a
mother too," they are

learning to extend their
understanding of family
and love beyond humans.
This is a crucial step in
developing empathy. By
recognizing that animals
have mothers who care
for them, children begin
to see animals as sentient
beings with feelings and
needs. This awareness
can  l ead  to  g rea te r
compassion and a desire
to protect wildlife.

Connection to
Nature

In an age of screens and
urbanization, Carle’s
book offers a bridge to
the natural world. The
q u e s t i o n  " d o e s  a
kangaroo have a mother
too" encourages children
to explore the lives of
a n i m a l s .  I t  s p a r k s
curiosity about biology,
ecology, and behavior.
This curiosity can grow
into a lifelong love of



nature and a commitment
to conservation.

Parenting as a
Universal Theme

The book also highlights
the joys and challenges
of parenting. For human
m o t h e r s ,  s e e i n g  a
kangaroo mother care for
h e r  j o e y  c a n  b e  a
powerful reminder that
the drive to nurture is a
foundational part of life.
The question "does a
kangaroo have a mother
too" reinforces that while
parenting styles may
differ across species, the
underlying love and
dedication are universal.

Educational
Activities
Based on the
Question

If you are a parent or
teacher looking to extend

the experience of reading
Does a Kangaroo Have a
Mother, Too?, here are
some activit ies that
deepen the learning:

Animal Family
Matching Game

C r e a t e  c a r d s  w i t h
pictures of adult animals
and their young. Children
can match the mother to
her baby. This reinforces
the lesson that every
animal has a mother.
Include a kangaroo and a
joey to directly answer
the question "does a
kangaroo have a mother
too."

Pouch Craft

Using fabric or paper
bags, help children create
their  own kangaroo
pouches. They can add a
small stuffed animal to
represent a joey. This
hands-on activity helps
children understand how
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marsupial mothers carry
their young.

Nature Walk and
Observation

Take children on a nature
walk and observe animal
families. Look for birds
feeding their chicks or
squirrels caring for their
young. Discuss how all
these  an imals  have
mothers who take care of
them.

Conservation
Implications:
Protecting
Mothers and
Their Young

The question "does a
kangaroo have a mother
too" carries a deeper
m e s s a g e  a b o u t
conservation. As humans
expand into natural
habitats, many animal

mothers face threats
from habitat loss, climate
change, and poaching.
Protecting these mothers
i s  e s sen t ia l  for  the
survival of their species.

Kangaroo
Conservation

K a n g a r o o s  a r e  n o t
currently endangered, but
they face challenges
from drought, habitat
fragmentation, and road
accidents. In some areas,
kangaroos are culled due
to  overpopula t ion .
H o w e v e r ,  m a n y
conservationists argue
for non-lethal population
c o n t r o l  m e t h o d s .
Unders tand ing  the
importance of kangaroo
mothers in maintaining
population stability can
i n f o r m  b e t t e r
management practices.

Broader Animal



Mother
Conservation

For many species, the
death of a mother often
means the death of her
offspring. Conservation
programs that focus on
protecting maternal
habitats and reducing
human-wildlife conflict
are crucial. Whether it is
a lioness in Africa or a
sea turtle laying eggs on a
beach, the answer to
"does a kangaroo have a
mother too" underscores
t h e  v a l u e  o f  e v e r y
mother in the wild.

Conclusion:
A Simple
Question
with a
Profound
Answer

So, does a kangaroo have
a  m o t h e r  t o o ?  T h e
answer is a warm and
definitive yes—and so
does every other creature
in the animal kingdom.
Eric Carle’s classic book
invites us into a world
where the mother-child
bond is celebrated in its
many forms. From the
protective pouch of a
kangaroo to the nurturing
wings of a bird, maternal
l ove  i s  a  un ive r s a l
language. For children,
the question is a door to
empathy and wonder.
F o r  a d u l t s ,  i t  i s  a
reminder of our deep
connection to all living
things. The next time you
read Does a Kangaroo
Have a Mother, Too?,
t a k e  a  m o m e n t  t o
appreciate the timeless
truth it  holds: every
creature is loved.


