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Who Plays Gru In Despicable
Me 2

Introduction: The
Voice Behind the
World’s Most
Lovable Villain

When Despicable Me 2 hit theaters in
2013,  audiences  were  once  again
charmed by the unlikely heroics of Gru,

a  former  supervillain  turned  adoptive
father.  The  movie  deepened  his
character  arc,  exploring  his  struggles
with  parenting,  romance,  and  the
temptation to return to a life of crime.
But  behind  this  memorable  animated
character  lies  a  voice  actor  whose
distinct performance is integral to the
film’s success. For anyone searching for
the  answer  to  who  plays  Gru  in



Despicable Me 2, the voice belongs to
none  other  than  Steve  Carel l ,  a
comedic  genius  who  brought  depth,
humor, and an unmistakable accent to
the role.  This  article  explores Carell’s
involvement,  his  acting  process,  and
the lasting impact of his portrayal on
the beloved franchise.

Who Plays Gru in
Despicable Me 2?
The Definitive
Answer

The actor who plays Gru in Despicable
Me 2  is  Steve Carell.  An acclaimed
comedian and actor, Carell voiced the

character  in  al l  three  mainl ine
Despicable  Me  films,  as  well  as  in
Minions: The Rise of Gru and various
short  films.  His  performance  is  defined
by a unique, Eastern European-inspired
accent that was deliberately crafted for
the character. Carell’s portrayal made
Gru  an  instantly  recognizable  figure  in
animation,  blending  menace  with
vulnerability  in  a  way  that  resonated
with both children and adults.

A Role That Redefined Carell’s
Career

Carell  was already a household name
thanks to his role as Michael Scott on
The  Office  (U.S.  version)  and  hit
comedies like The 40-Year-Old Virgin
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and Date Night. However, voicing Gru
allowed  him  to  showcase  a  different
kind  of  performance—one  that  relied
entirely on vocal range and emotional
nuance.  In  Despicable  Me 2,  Carell
goes beyond mere comedy, conveying
p a t e r n a l  w a r m t h ,  r o m a n t i c
awkwardness,  and  even  moments  of
genuine  sadness.  This  versatility  is  a
key reason the character has endured
across multiple sequels and spin-offs.

How Carell Developed Gru’s
Iconic Voice

One  of  the  most  frequent  questions
from fans is how Carell landed on Gru’s
unusual accent. The actor has stated in
interviews that it was not based on any

specific  real-life  person  but  was  rather
an amalgamation of various influences.
Carell  has  described  it  as  “a  sort  of
v a g u e ,  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e a n ,
undetermined  accent.”  He  worked
closely  with  the  film’s  directors,  Pierre
Coffin  and  Chris  Renaud,  to  refine  the
voice during early recordings. The goal
was to make Gru sound both menacing
and  lovable,  a  delicate  balance  that
Carell maintains masterfully throughout
Despicable Me 2.

Why Steve Carell
Was the Perfect



Choice for Gru

Casting  the  right  voice  actor  for  an
animated  character  is  crucial  for
establishing tone, relatability, and long-
te rm  f ranch i se  appea l .  When
consider ing  who  plays  Gru  in
Despicable  Me  2,  it  becomes  clear
that  Carell’s  casting  was  a  stroke  of
genius. Here are several reasons why:

Comedic Timing: Carell’s
background in improv and sketch
comedy gave him the ability to
deliver lines with perfect pacing.
Gru’s humor often comes from
deadpan reactions or awkward
pauses, both of which Carell
executes with precision.

Emotional Range: The
character transitions from villainy
to fatherhood to romantic interest
in Despicable Me 2. Carell’s
vocal performance captures
every step of that arc, from gruff
dismissals to genuine tenderness.
Accent Consistency:
Maintaining a fictional accent
across an entire film—and
multiple sequels—is not easy.
Carell’s disciplined approach
ensured Gru’s voice remained
consistent, becoming an iconic
hallmark of the series.
Suitability for Animation:
Carell understands that animation
demands vocal exaggeration
without losing truthfulness. His
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performance sits comfortably in
that sweet spot, making Gru feel
larger-than-life yet real.

Comparison with Other Voice
Actors in the Franchise

It is worth noting that the Despicable
Me  series  features  an  ensemble  of
talented voice actors, including Kristen
Wiig as Lucy Wilde, Miranda Cosgrove
as Margo, and the Minions themselves
voiced  by  co-director  Pierre  Coffin.
However, the central question of who
plays  Gru  in  Despicable  Me  2
remains  one  of  the  most  searched
queries  because  Carell’s  performance
anchors  the  entire  film.  Unlike  the
Minions,  whose  gibberish  relies  on

physical comedy and tonal shifts, Gru
requires a fully realized character voice.
Carell  delivers  this  effortlessly,  making
him  the  linchpin  of  the  franchise’s
success.

The Role of Gru in
Despicable Me 2: A
Character Study

To fully appreciate the answer to who
plays  Gru  in  Despicable  Me  2,  it
helps to understand what the character
goes  through in  this  installment.  The
sequel picks up with Gru having retired
from  villainy  to  focus  on  raising  his
three adopted daughters—Margo, Edith,



and Agnes. He is recruited by the Anti-
Villain League (AVL) to help stop a new
super-criminal,  El  Macho.  Along  the
way, he navigates a budding romance
with  AVL  agent  Lucy  Wi lde  and
struggles  with  the  temptations  of  his
old life.

Parenthood and Vulnerability

One of the most compelling aspects of
Gru in Despicable Me 2 is his growth
as a father. Carell’s voice acting shines
in  scenes  where  Gru  expresses
affection  for  his  daughters,  particularly
in  a  memorable  moment  during  a
f a t h e r - d a u g h t e r  d a n c e .  T h e
vulnerability in Carell’s  voice elevates
these scenes from simple sentiment to

genuine  emotional  stakes.  It  is  this
blending  of  comedy  and  heart  that
makes  the  film  stand  out  among
animated  sequels.

Romantic Comedy Elements

The  film  also  introduces  a  romantic
subplot between Gru and Lucy, voiced
by  Kristen  Wiig.  Carell’s  comedic
chemistry with Wiig is palpable, as both
a c t o r s  a r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h
improvisation  and  timing.  Gru’s
awkward  attempts  at  flirting,  delivered
in Carell’s signature deadpan style, add
a layer of humor rarely seen in family
animation. This romantic arc gives the
ac to r  room  to  exp lo re  a  more
vulnerable side of the character.
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The Production
Process: How Carell
Recorded His Lines

Understanding  who  plays  Gru  in
Despicable  Me  2  also  offers  insight
into the technical side of voice acting.
Carell  recorded  his  lines  in  a  studio,
often  alone  or  with  minimal  scene
partners.  The  directors  directed  him
remotely  or  from  the  control  room,
guiding  his  emotional  delivery.  To
capture the energy of interactions, the
production  team  sometimes  recorded
multiple voice actors together, though
Carell’s  isolated  sessions  allowed  for
greater focus on vocal precision.

Carell has mentioned in interviews that
voicing  an  animated  character  is
physically  demanding.  Maintaining
Gru’s accent for hours while conveying
a  wide  emotional  range  requires
concentration and vocal  stamina.  The
actor  likened it  to  performing a  one-
person show, relying exclusively on his
voice to create the character’s world.

Beyond Despicable
Me 2: Carell’s
Continuing Legacy as
Gru

The  answer  to  who  plays  Gru  in
Despicable Me 2 extends beyond this



single film. Carell went on to reprise the
role in Despicable Me 3  (2017) and
Minions: The Rise of Gru (2022). In
the latter, a prequel set in the 1970s,
we see a younger, more ambitious Gru.
Carell  subtly  adjusted  his  vocal
performance to suggest a slightly less
mature  version  of  the  character,
maintaining  the  core  accent  while
adding a hint of youthful bravado. This
attention  to  character  continuity  is  a
hallmark of a committed actor.

Carell  has  also  voiced Gru in  various
short  films,  video  games,  and  theme
park  attractions.  The  character  has
become one of the most recognizable
figures in modern animation, and much
of  that  recognition  is  due  to  Carell’s

distinctive vocal performance.

Recognition and Awards

Whi le  vo ice  act ing  o f ten  goes
unrecognized by major awards bodies,
Carell’s  work  as  Gru has  earned him
widespread  critical  acclaim.  He  was
nominated  for  several  awards  for  his
performances  in  the  franchise,
including  an  Annie  Award  nomination
for  Voice  Acting  in  an  Animated
Feature.  These  acknowledgments
confirm  what  audiences  already  knew:
Care l l ’ s  po r t raya l  o f  G ru  i s  a
masterclass  in  voice  acting.
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Frequently Asked
Questions About
Gru’s Voice Actor

To  further  address  the  query  who
plays Gru in Despicable Me 2, here
are  some  common  related  questions
answered concisely:

Does Steve Carell voice Gru in1.
all Despicable Me films? Yes,
Carell has voiced Gru in every
mainline film, including
Despicable Me (2010),
Despicable Me 2 (2013),
Despicable Me 3 (2017), and
the prequel Minions: The Rise
of Gru (2022).

Why does Gru have an2.
accent? The accent was
intentionally created to be non-
specific and vaguely Eastern
European, giving the character a
distinct, memorable vocal identity
that sets him apart from other
animated protagonists.
Did Steve Carell improvise3.
any of Gru’s lines? Yes, Carell
was given freedom to ad-lib
during recording sessions. Many
of Gru’s comedic moments in
Despicable Me 2 were the result
of improvisation, though the
directors refined the final takes.
Has anyone else voiced Gru?4.
While Carell is the primary and
only official voice actor for the



character in films, other
performers have voiced Gru in
video game adaptations and
promotional materials. However,
Carell is the definitive voice.

The Cultural Impact
of Carell’s Gru

The  question  of  who  plays  Gru  in
Despicable  Me  2  reflects  a  deeper
cultural  interest  in  the  creative
processes  behind  beloved  characters.
Gru  is  not  merely  a  cartoon  figure;  he
represents  a  narrative  arc  about
redemption,  family,  and  personal
growth.  Carell’s  vocal  performance
made  that  arc  believable.  Children

around the world mimic Gru’s accent,
and  the  character  has  become  a
popular  subject  for  Hal loween
costumes, memes, and merchandise.

Moreover, Carell’s involvement lent the
film  additional  credibility  among  adult
audiences.  Known  primarily  for  live-
action  comedy,  his  transition  to
an imat i on  b rough t  a  l eve l  o f
professionalism  and  emotional  depth
that  elevated  the  entire  genre.  The
success of Despicable Me 2 at the box
office—over  970  million  dollars
worldwide—owes  a  significant  debt  to
Carell’s  performance.
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Carell’s Personal Connection
to the Role

In  interviews,  Carell  has  expressed
genuine  affection  for  the  character  of
Gru.  He has  noted that  adopting  the
role coincided with his own experiences
as a father, which helped him tap into
the  paternal  emotions  required.  This
personal investment is audible in every
scene  of  Despicable  Me  2,  where
Gru’s  love  for  his  daughters  feels
authentic rather than performed. Carell
also  enjoys  the  anonymity  that  voice
acting provides, allowing him to create
without being visually recognized.

Conclusion: A
Performance That
Defines a Franchise

To answer the question who plays Gru
in Despicable Me 2 is to acknowledge
a performance that transcends typical
voice  acting.  Steve  Carell’s  portrayal
transformed a quirky,  one-time villain
into  an  enduring  cultural  icon.  His
ability to balance comedy with genuine
emotion, all while maintaining a unique
accent ,  i s  a  rare  sk i l l  that  few
performers  possess.  Thanks to  Carell,
Gru became more than just an


