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How To Say
English In
Spanish

Introducti
on: The
Simple
Yet
Surprisin
g Answer

If you are
learning Spanish
or simply need to
know how to
refer to the
English language
in a Spanish
conversation,

surprised to
discover that the
answer is not
just one word.
The phrase How
to say English
in Spanish is a
common dquery
for beginners,
and while the
direct translation
seems
straightforward,
there are subtle
nuances,
regional
variations, and
grammatical
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that make the
topic richer than
expected. In this
comprehensive
guide, we will
explore every
facet of
expressing the
word English in
Spanish, from
the basic noun
and adjective
forms to proper
pronunciation,
common
mistakes, and
practical usage
in sentences.
Whether you are
traveling,
studying, or just
curious,
mastering this
fundamental
term will
strengthen your
Spanish
foundation. Let
us dive into the
details so you

can confidently
say “English” in
Spanish in any
context.

The Core
Translatio

n: Inglés

The most
common and
direct answer to
how to say
English in
Spanish is
inglés. This word
serves as both a
masculine noun
(the language)
and an adjective
(something from
England or
related to the
English
language).
However, like
many Spanish
words, inglés
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changes

forpanikb s is crisp and

OI1
and
when
an

uepenuulg
gender
number
used as
adjective.
Understanding
these variations
is crucial for
correct usage.

Pronunciatio
n Guide

Pronouncing
inglés correctly
is key to being
understood. The
word is
pronounced
roughly as een-
GLES (with the
stress on the
second syllable).
The g is soft, like
the g in “get.”
Avoid
pronouncing the
S as a z - in most

1 1 3

UInvoicea.
Practice saying it
slowly: in -
GLES. Note that
the written
accent over the e
indicates the
stress; without
it, the
pronunciation
would shift and
the meaning
could change
(though ingles
without an
accent is not a
standard word).

Gender and
Number
Variations

e Inglés
(masculine
singular) -
used for the
language or
a male

o ha— |
I PJaliisil uidicois,

PETSOIT
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from
England.
Example:
Hablo
inglés (1
speak
English).
Inglesa
(feminine
singular) -
used for a
female
person
from
England or
a feminine
noun.
Example:
Ella es
inglesa
(She is
English).
Ingleses
(masculine
plural) -
used for
groups of
males or
mixed
groups

from
England, or
plural
masculine
objects.
Example:
Los libros
son
ingleses
(The books
are
English).
Inglesas
(feminine
plural) -
used for
groups of
females
from
England.
Example:
Las chicas
son
inglesas
(The girls
are
English).

When referring
to the English
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language, alw8ganish Spanish

use LIIE naturauy.
masculine
singular inglés, “I Speak
regardless of English” -
who is speaking: “Hablo
El inglés es un .
idioma global Ingles
English i -
Eﬂobgl lzfnguasge)a.l This is the most
basic phrase. If
C you want to tell
ommon someone that
Phrases you speak
English, simply
and say Hablo inglés.
Contexts Note that the

Knowing how to
say the word
itself is just the
beginning. You
will frequently
encounter the
term in everyday
phrases. Below
are common
expressions that
incorporate how
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Spanish. If you
need to add
formality, use
Usted habla
inglés
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formal). For the
plural “we speak
English,” say
Hablamos inglés.

“Do You
Speak
English?” -
“¢{Hablas
Inglés?”

This question is
essential for
travelers. To ask
informally (tu
form): (¢Hablas
inglés? For
formal or plural:
¢Habla wusted
inglés? or
¢Hablan ustedes
inglés? In many
Latin American
countries, the
polite form is
widely used with
strangers.

“English
Teacher” -
“Profesor de
Inglés”

When describing
a teacher of the

English
language, you
use the
preposition de:
profesor de
inglés (male
teacher) or
profesora de
inglés (female
teacher).
Similarly,

“English class” is
clase de inglés.

“In English”
- “En Inglés”

To indicate
something is
expressed in the
English

language, use en
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inglés.

Epanisttance, in some

exalipie: cCormo
se dice esto en
inglés? (How do
you say this in
English?) This
phrase is directly
related to our
keyword - it is
the meta-
question of the
entire guide.

Regional
Variations
and
Synonyms

While inglés is
universally
understood,
there are some
regional
expressions and
alternative
words that can
enrich your
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INNIOrinal
contexts, you
might hear
gringo to refer to
English-speaking
people, but this
is not a synonym
for the language
itself and can be
seen as
derogatory
depending on the
tone. Stick to
inglés for clarity
and politeness.

In Spain, the
word inglés is
used exactly as
in Latin America.
However, the
pronunciation of
the s may be
more lisped (like
the th in “thin”)
in central and
northern Spain,
but that is a
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- not a different
word. For the
language, the
term is
consistent across
the Spanish-
speaking world.

Related
Terms:
“English-
speaking”
and
“Anglophone

”

If you need to

describe an
English-speaking
country or

person, you can
use anglofono
(Anglophone).
For example: Los
paises
anglofonos
incluyen Estados
Unidos y el
Reino Unido

(English-
speaking
countries include
the United
States and the
United
Kingdom). This
term is more
formal but very
useful in
academic or
professional
contexts.

Common
Mistakes
and How
to Avoid
Them

When learning
how to say
English in

Spanish,
beginners often
make a few

predictable
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errors. Knowhiganishinine plural

LI1ese pPItIalls WIIL
help you speak
more accurately.

Mistake 1:
Using
“Inglés” as
an Invariable
Adjective

Some learners
forget to change
the adjective to
match the noun’s
gender and
number. For
example, saying
una chica inglés
instead of una
chica inglesa.
Always adjust:
masculine
singular (inglés),
feminine
singular
(inglesa),
masculine plural
(ingleses)

(trtgiesasy.

Mistake 2:
Confusing
“Inglés” with
“Inglés” as a
Nationality
vs. Language

Although the
same word is
used for both,
context makes it
clear. But a
common error is
to say Yo soy
inglés when you
mean you speak
English, not that
you are from
England. To say
“I am English”
(nationality), it is
correct if you are

indeed from
England.
Otherwise, use

Hablo inglés
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Mistake 3:

Misplacing
the Accent
Mark

The word inglés
has a tilde on the
e (accent mark)
because it is a
word with stress
on the last
syllable and ends
in s. Without the
accent, it would
be ingles, which
is not a standard
word in Spanish.
Always include
the accent when
writing.

Putting It
All
Together:
Example

Sentences

To solidify your
understanding of
how to say
English in
Spanish, here
are several
example
sentences that
demonstrate
various uses:

1. El inglés
es mi
idioma
favorito.
(English is
my favorite
language.)

2. Mi amigo
es inglés.
(My friend
is English -
male.)

3. Mi amiga
es inglesa.
(My friend
is English -
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female.) Spanish English?)

. LOS 8. Estudio
turistas inglés
son todos los
ingleses. dias. (I
(The study
tourists are English
English.) every day.)

. Las 9. El acento
profesoras inglés es
son diferente
inglesas. al
(The americano
teachers . (The
are English English
-all accent is
female.) different

. Necesito from the
practicar American
mi inglés. one.)

(I need to 10. Flla habla
practice my inglés con
English.) fluidez.

. ¢Puedes (She speaks
traducir English
esto al fluently.)
inglés?

(Can you Notice in the last
translate example we used

LI1IS ITITO rmglies ds
Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by

Winters & Rivas ¢ Every book is a new
adventure. « Page 11

LIIe



language, which
remains
masculine
singular. Even if
the speaker is
female, the
language does
not change
gender.

Cultural
Connectio
ns:
“Ingles”
in the
Hispanic
World

Understanding
how to say
English in
Spanish also
opens a window
to cultural
attitudes. In
many Spanish-

speaking
countries,
learning inglés is
seen as a
valuable skill for
career
advancement.
You will find
numerous
academias de
inglés (English
academies) and
cursos de inglés

(English
courses). The
word is SO

embedded that it
appears in
loanwords and
hybrid phrases.
For example, in
Mexico, it 1is
common to hear
el inglés de
negocios

(business

English). In
Spain, television
shows sometimes
use spanglish - a
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ERpAf ehrEen

and English, but
the term inglés
remains the
proper
reference.

If you travel to a
Spanish-
speaking country
and ask ¢Hablas
inglés? you are
likely to get a
positive response
in tourist areas,
but in rural
regions, you may
need to rely on
basic Spanish.
The phrase how
to say English
in Spanish is
not just about
vocabulary; it is
a bridge between
cultures.

g Your
Vocabular
y: Other
Language
Names in
Spanish

Once you master
inglés, you can
easily learn how
to name other
languages. Most
follow a similar
pattern - they
are masculine
nouns ending in
a consonant,
often with an
accent. For
example:

e Frances -
French

e Aleman -
German
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Badiglipno -

Italian

» Portugués
Portuguese

» Japonés -
Japanese

e Chino -
Chinese
(note: no
accent)

These words also
serve as
adjectives of
nationality, with
feminine forms
ending in -a and
plurals in -es or -
as. For instance,
ella es francesa
(she is French).

Conclusio
n: Master
the

Unlock
More

Now you have a
thorough
understanding of
how to say
English in
Spanish. From
the core word
inglés to its
adjective forms,
from common
phrases to
cultural context,
this foundational
knowledge will
serve you well in
any Spanish
conversation.
Remember the
pronunciation,
the accent mark,
and the gender
agreements.
Practice wusing
the word in
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sentences, &nANishe

English

SO0 IT WIIll1
become second
nature. Whether
you are asking
for directions,
introducing
yourself, or
studying
grammar, the
ability to refer to

Tanguage
correctly is a
small but mighty
step in your
Spanish journey.
Keep learning,
keep practicing,
and soon you will
be speaking es
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