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Making
Inferences
Worksheet

Middle School

Introducti
on: The
Hidden
Power of
Reading
Between
the Lines

I n  e v e r y
classroom,  there
comes a moment
when  a  student
reads  a  passage,
shrugs, and says,

“The story didn’t
te l l  me  that .”
That  moment  is
t h e  p e r f e c t
opportunity  to
introduce  one  of
t h e  m o s t
essential  reading
skil ls:  making
inferences.  For
middle  school
s tudents ,  the
ability  to  infer
meaning  from
text is not just a
comprehension
strategy—it’s  a



g a t e w a y  t o
critical  thinking,
d e e p e r
engagement,  and
a c a d e m i c
success.  A  well-
crafted  making
i n f e r e n c e s
w o r k s h e e t
middle  school
resource  can
t r a n s f o r m
abstract  ideas
into  concrete,
a c t i o n a b l e
practice.  This
article  explores
what  inferences
are ,  why  they
matter for young
adolescents,  and
h o w  t o  u s e
w o r k s h e e t s
ef fect ive ly  to
build  confident,
t h o u g h t f u l
readers.

M a k i n g  a n
inference is often

d e s c r i b e d  a s
“reading between
the  l i nes . ”  I t
m e a n s  u s i n g
clues  from  the
text  combined
with  your  own
prior  knowledge
t o  f i g u r e  o u t
something  the
author  doesn’t
state  directly.
Middle  school  is
a pivotal time for
this skill because
students  face
i n c r e a s i n g l y
complex  texts  in
literature,  social
s t u d i e s ,  a n d
science. A strong
foundat ion  in
inference  helps
them  ana lyze
c h a r a c t e r s ,
predict outcomes,
and  understand
u n d e r l y i n g
themes.  In  this
comprehensive
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guide, we’ll delve
into the anatomy
o f  e f f e c t i v e
w o r k s h e e t s ,
share  practical
activity  ideas,
and  explain  how
to integrate them
seamlessly  into
your  curriculum.

What Are
Inferences
? A Clear
Definition
for
Educators
and
Students

An inference is a
logical conclusion
d r a w n  f r o m
ev idence  and
reasoning.  For
example,  if  you

walk into a room
and  see  a  wet
umbrella  on  the
floor,  you  infer
that  someone
came in from the
rain. No one told
y o u  i t  w a s
raining,  but  the
c l u e  ( w e t
umbrella)  plus
your  background
k n o w l e d g e
(umbrellas  get
wet in rain) leads
to  a  reasonable
guess.  Reading
works  the  same
way :  au thors
provide  hints,
a n d  r e a d e r s
s u p p l y  t h e
missing pieces.

I n  a  t y p i c a l
m a k i n g
i n f e r e n c e s
w o r k s h e e t
middle  school
activity,  students



are given a short
p a s s a g e  o r
scenario.  They
must identify text
clues,  list  their
b a c k g r o u n d
knowledge,  and
t h e n  f o r m  a n
inference.  For
i n s t a n c e ,  a
passage  might
say:  “Mar ia ’s
backpack was on
the kitchen table,
st i l l  unzipped
from  last  night’s
h o m e w o r k
session. Her mom
s i g h e d  a n d
poured  a  second
cup  of  coffee.”
The  questions
could  ask:  “How
does  Mar i a ’ s
mom  feel?”  The
student  would
no te  the  c lue
( s i g h i n g  a n d
pouring  extra
coffee)  and  use

k n o w l e d g e
(parents  often
s i g h  w h e n
frus t ra ted  or
tired) to infer she
feels exasperated
or worried.

The
Difference
Between
Inferences
and
Predictions

Many  students
c o n f u s e
inferences  with
p r e d i c t i o n s .
While  related,
they  are  distinct
s k i l l s .  A n
i n f e r e n c e
e x p l a i n s
something that is
already hinted at
in  the  tex t—a
missing  detail
y o u  f i l l  i n .  A
prediction  is  a
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guess about what
will happen next.
A good worksheet
will address both,
but  the focus on
i n f e r e n c e
requires students
t o  p r o v i d e
evidence  from
t h e  t e x t  t o
support  the ir
c o n c l u s i o n .
Middle  schoolers
o f ten  benef i t
f rom  exp l i c i t
instruction  that
clarifies:  “When
you infer, you are
solving a mystery
the author left for
you.  When  you
predict,  you  are
using those clues
to  imagine  the
future.”

Why

Middle
School
Students
Need
Inference
Skills

T h e  m i d d l e
s c h o o l  y e a r s
(typically  ages
11–14)  mark  a
transition  from
learning  to  read
to  read ing  t o
learn.  Students
are  expected  to
e n g a g e  w i t h
n o n f i c t i o n
a r t i c l e s ,
h i s t o r i c a l
documents,  and
complex  novels.
W i t h o u t
inference  skills,
they  may  miss
u n d e r l y i n g
t h e m e s ,



c h a r a c t e r
motivations,  or
t h e  a u t h o r ’ s
purpose.  A  2020
s t u d y  b y  t h e
National Institute
f o r  L i t e r a c y
f o u n d  t h a t
s tudents  who
struggled  with
inference  in  6th
grade  often  fell
behind in reading
comprehension
by  9th  grade .
T h e r e f o r e ,
providing regular
practice  with  a
m a k i n g
i n f e r e n c e s
w o r k s h e e t
middle  school
resource  is  not
optional—it  is
essential.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,
inference is a life
sk i l l .  M idd le
schoolers  are

navigating  social
dynamics,  media
messages,  and
t h e i r  o w n
emotions.  They
must  infer  tone
from  a  friend’s
text  message,
evaluate  bias  in
online  articles,
and read between
t h e  l i n e s  i n
advertisements.
B y  t e a c h i n g
i n f e r e n c e
t h r o u g h
w o r k s h e e t s ,
educators  equip
students  with  a
mental  tool  they
will use forever.

Connecting
to State
Standards
and Common
Core

M o s t  s t a t e
standards  for
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English Language
A r t s  i n c l u d e
expectations  for
i n f e r e n t i a l
th ink ing .  For
e x a m p l e ,
Common  Core
standard  RL.6.1
s ta te s :  “C i t e
textual  evidence
t o  s u p p o r t
analysis  of  what
t h e  t e x t  s a y s
explicitly  as  well
as  in ferences
drawn  from  the
text.”  A  making
i n f e r e n c e s
w o r k s h e e t
middle  school
directly  supports
this  by  requiring
students to quote
or reference text
c l u e s  b e f o r e
wr i t ing  the i r
inference.  This
a l i g n s  w i t h
a s s e s s m e n t
formats like state

t e s t s ,  w h e r e
i n f e r e n t i a l
quest ions  are
common.

Key
Componen
ts of an
Effective
Making
Inferences
Worksheet

N o t  a l l
worksheets  are
created equal. To
m a x i m i z e
learning,  a  high-
quality  inference
worksheet should
include  several
key  elements.
B e l o w  i s  a
breakdown  of
what  to  look  for
when selecting or
d e s i g n i n g  a



resource for your
middle  school
classroom.

Clear
Instructions
and Examples

Students  often
need  a  refresher
on  the  inference
process.  Include
a  b r i e f
explanation  at
the  top  o f  the
worksheet,  along
with  a  worked
example .  For
instance:  “Read
t h e  p a s s a g e .
Underline  clues
in the text. Write
what you already
know  about  the
topic. Then write
your inference in
a  c o m p l e t e
s e n t e n c e . ”  A
sample  passage
with  annotation

helps  students
understand  the
expectation.  The
b e s t  making
i n f e r e n c e s
w o r k s h e e t
middle  school
resources  model
the  skill  before
asking  students
t o  a p p l y  i t
independently.

Text-Based
Clues and
Prior
Knowledge
Prompts

E f f e c t i v e
worksheets use a
two-column  or
graphic organizer
structure.  One
column for “Text
Clues”  (what  the
author  says)  and
a n o t h e r  f o r
“What  I  Know”
( b a c k g r o u n d



Making Inferences
Worksheet Middle School

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by Warren
& Santiago • Wisdom is the reward for

listening. • Page 9

knowledge). Then
a third box or line
f o r  “ M y
Inference.”  This
e x p l i c i t
b r e a k d o w n
prevents students
from  guessing
randomly.  They
l e a r n  t o
d i s t i n g u i s h
b e t w e e n  t h e
ev idence  and
t h e i r  o w n
reasoning.  For
e x a m p l e ,  i f  a
p a s s a g e
d e s c r i b e s  a
c h a r a c t e r
shivering  in  a
coat,  the  clue  is
“shivering,”  and
the  background
knowledge  might
be “people shiver
when  they  are
c o l d . ”  T h e
inference:  “The
character is cold,
despite wearing a

coat.”

Varied Text
Types

Middle  schoolers
need  pract ice
w i t h  m a n y
genres:  fiction,
n o n f i c t i o n ,
poetry,  and even
visual  media like
f i l m  c l i p s  o r
p i c t u r e s .  A
comprehensive
worksheet  set
might  include  a
narrative excerpt,
a  s h o r t
biography,  and a
historical  letter.
E a c h  t y p e
requires  slightly
d i f f e r e n t
i n f e r e n t i a l
th ink ing .  For
fiction,  students
infer  character
f e e l i n g s  a n d
motivations.  For



nonfiction,  they
infer  cause-and-
e f f e c t
relationships  or
the author’s point
of view. A strong
m a k i n g
i n f e r e n c e s
w o r k s h e e t
middle  school
offers diversity to
keep  students
engaged.

Graduated
Difficulty

Start with simple,
e v e r y d a y
scenarios  (like
the wet umbrella
example)  and
move  to  more
complex  texts.
For  struggling
r e a d e r s ,  u s e
short  passages
(2–3  sentences)
w i t h  o b v i o u s
c l u e s .  F o r

a d v a n c e d
students ,  use
longer texts with
subtle  hints  and
multiple  possible
i n f e r e n c e s .
Scaffolding  is
key: the first few
questions  might
provide  the  clue
and ask  only  for
the  inference,
w h i l e  l a t e r
questions require
students  to  find
t h e  c l u e s
t h e m s e l v e s .
T i e r e d
worksheets  allow
di f ferent iat ion
without  creating
s e p a r a t e
materials.

Types of
Questions
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on
Inference
Worksheet

s

The  format  o f
questions  can
s i g n i f i c a n t l y
impact  learning.
Below  are  three
common question
types  used  in
middle  school
i n f e r e n c e
w o r k s h e e t s ,
along  with  their
pros and cons.

Multiple
Choice
Questions

Multiple  choice
can be beneficial
for  quick  checks
or  standardized
t e s t  p r e p .
However,  they

r i sk  a l lowing
students to guess
wi thout  deep
reasoning.  To
c o m b a t  t h i s ,
i n c l u d e
distractors  that
are plausible but
not supported by
evidence.  For
e x a m p l e ,  a
question  might
ask:  “What  can
you  infer  about
the  se t t ing?”
Choices could be
“ a  d e s e r t ”
(correct)  vs.  “a
r a i n f o r e s t ”
(incorrect  if  the
passage mentions
sand  and  cacti).
Follow up with a
shor t  answer
asking:  “Which
clue  helped  you
decide?”  This
c o m b i n e s
efficiency  with
m e t a c o g n i t i v e



practice.

Short Answer
and
Paragraph
Response

Short  answer
questions require
s t u d e n t s  t o
articulate  their
r e a s o n i n g .  A
typical  prompt:
“In  paragraph 2,
the  author  says
the dog’s tail was
tucked .  What
does this tell you
about  the  dog’s
emotional  state?
Cite  evidence.”
T h i s  f o r m a t
builds  writing
skills  and  forces
students to justify
their  inference.
The best making
i n f e r e n c e s
w o r k s h e e t
middle  school

resources  use  a
b l e n d  o f
s c a f f o l d i n g
questions  (e.g.,
“What  clue  did
you  use?”)  and
open-ended  ones.

Graphic
Organizers

Visual  tools  like
T-charts,  Venn
d i a g r a m s ,  o r
“Observation/Infe
rence”  charts
help  kinesthetic
a n d  v i s u a l
l e a r n e r s .  A
sample  organizer
might have three
columns:  “What
the  text  says,”
“What  I  know,”
a n d  “ W h a t  I
infer.”  Students
fill  in  each  part.
G r a p h i c
organizers  are
e s p e c i a l l y
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e f f e c t i v e  f o r
s m a l l - g r o u p
w o r k ,  w h e r e
s t u d e n t s  c a n
compare  their
reasoning.  They
also  serve  as  a
prewriting  tool
f o r  l o n g e r
analytical essays.

Sample
Activities
for
Making
Inferences
in Middle
School

Here are  several
r e a d y - t o - u s e
activity ideas that
can  be  adapted
into  a  making
i n f e r e n c e s
w o r k s h e e t
middle  school

f o rmat .  Each
a c t i v i t y
reinforces  the
sk i l l  through
engaging,  age-
a p p r o p r i a t e
content.

Activity 1:
The Mystery
Bag
Inference

Place  severa l
i tems  in  a  bag
(e.g., a bus ticket,
a crumpled candy
wrapper,  a  small
toy car). Students
observe the items
without  seeing
the  inside.  They
must  wri te  an
inference  about
the  person  who
might  own  the
bag.  This  tactile
a c t i v i t y
transit ions  to
t e x t - b a s e d



inference:  “The
b u s  t i c k e t  i s
dated  yesterday,
t h e  c a n d y
wrapper is from a
gas  station,  and
the toy car has a
scratch.  What
can  you  in fe r
a b o u t  t h e
person?  Write  a
p a r a g r a p h . ”
T h e n ,  u s e  a
w o r k s h e e t
version  with  a
w r i t t e n
description of the
items.

Activity 2:
Short Fiction
Passages
with
Character
Feelings

Provide  a  short
paragraph  about
a  character ’s
a c t i o n s  a n d

d i a l o g u e .
Example:  “Jaden
l o o k e d  a t  h i s
phone  again.  He
sighed and tossed
it  onto  the  bed.
‘ I t ’ s  f ine , ’  he
muttered, but his
jaw  was  tight.”
Ask  students:
“How does Jaden
r e a l l y  f e e l ?
Suppor t  your
inference  with
two  c lues . ”  A
w e l l - d e s i g n e d
m a k i n g
i n f e r e n c e s
w o r k s h e e t
middle  school
would  include  a
list  of  emotion
words  (angry,
d i s a p p o i n t e d ,
a n x i o u s )  f o r
s t r u g g l i n g
s t u d e n t s  t o
c h o o s e  f r o m
before  writing.
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Activity 3:
Historical
Photograph
or Painting
Inference

Use  a  pub l i c -
domain  image
from a  historical
event  (e .g . ,  a
1 9 2 0 s
c o n s t r u c t i o n
site).  Students
describe  what
they  see  (clues)
and  what  they
know  about  the
era  (background
knowledge). Then
they infer: “What
was daily life like
f o r  t h e s e
workers?”  This
integrates  social
studies content. A
worksheet  could
include  spaces
for  observations,
knowledge,  and

a n  i n f e r e n c e
paragraph.

Activity 4:
“Whose
Shoes?” –
Point of View
Inference

R e a d  a  s h o r t
scenario  from  a
f i r s t - p e r s o n
perspective,  but
do  not  state  the
n a r r a t o r ’ s
i d e n t i t y .
Example:  “I  put
on my helmet and
c h e c k e d  m y
brakes.  The  sun
was  hot ,  but  I
had to pedal fast
to make it before
the  lunch  rush.”
Students  infer:
“This person is a
bicycle  delivery
worker.”  Then
they  rewrite  the
passage  from  a



d i f f e r e n t
character’s  point
o f  v i e w .  T h i s
activity  deepens
understanding  of
perspective  and
subtext.

Integratin
g
Worksheet
s into
Your
Middle
School
Curriculu
m

A  s tanda lone
worksheet can be
u s e f u l ,  b u t
integration into a
b r o a d e r  u n i t
m a x i m i z e s
impact. Here are
ways  to  weave

i n f e r e n c e
practice into your
lessons.

Warm-Up or
Bell Ringer

Begin  each class
w i t h  a  s h o r t
inference  task.
D i s p l a y  a
s e n t e n c e  o r
i m a g e  o n  t h e
b o a r d  w i t h  a
question:  “What
can  you  in fe r
f r o m  t h i s ? ”
Students write in
their  journals.
T h i s  r o u t i n e
bui lds  neura l
pa thways  f o r
spotting  clues.
You can collect a
m a k i n g
i n f e r e n c e s
w o r k s h e e t
middle  school
bundle  and  use
one page per day



Making Inferences
Worksheet Middle School

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by Warren
& Santiago • Wisdom is the reward for

listening. • Page 17

a s  a  q u i c k
starter.

Station
Rotation

Set  up  learning
stations  around
the  room.  One
station  might  be
a set of inference
t a s k  c a r d s ,
another  a  digital
d rag -and -d rop
activity,  and  a
third a traditional
w o r k s h e e t .
Students  rotate
e v e r y  1 0 – 1 5
minutes .  The
w o r k s h e e t
b e c o m e s  a
tangible  product
for  assessment.
Include  a  peer-

review  station
where  students
e x c h a n g e
worksheets  and
j u s t i f y  t h e i r
answers  aloud.

Homework or
Independent
Practice

Worksheets  are
i d e a l  f o r
h o m e w o r k
because  they
p r o v i d e
s t r u c t u r e d ,
i n d e p e n d e n t
practice.  Choose
worksheets  that
include  answer
keys  for  se l f -
c h e c k i n g  ( o r
complete  a  class
review


