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Unlocking Faulkner:
A Comprehensive
Guide to the A Rose
For Emily Active
Reading Skillbuilder
Answer Key

William Faulkner's chilling masterpiece,
"A Rose for Emily," has captivated
readers for generations. Its non-linear
narrative, gothic atmosphere, and
haunting exploration of isolation,
tradition, and decay make it a staple in
high school and college literature
courses. However, its complex structure
can be challenging. This is where the A
Rose For Emily Active Reading
Skillbuilder Answer Key becomes an
invaluable resource. This guide is
designed to help you move beyond
simple comprehension and into deep,
analytical reading. Whether you are a
student looking to ace your next test or a
teacher seeking to guide your classroom
discussion, understanding the answer
key is essential for unlocking the story's
deepest meanings.

This article will serve as your
comprehensive companion. We will
explore what the Active Reading
Skillbuilder is, break down the key
literary elements it covers, and provide
the insights you need to approach the
answer key with confidence. Our goal is

to help you transform a passive reading
experience into an active, engaging
investigation of one of American
literature's greatest short stories.

What is the "A Rose
For Emily" Active
Reading Skillbuilder?

Many literature textbooks, particularly
those from publishers like Holt, Rinehart
and Winston, McDougal Littell, and
Pearson, include an "Active Reading
Skillbuilder" as part of their instructional
materials. This is more than just a set of
questions; it is a structured method for
teaching students how to interact with a
text. For "A Rose for Emily," the
Skillbuilder typically focuses on several
core reading strategies that are
particularly relevant to Faulkner's writing
style.

The Core Strategies Involved

An A Rose For Emily Active Reading
Skillbuilder Answer Key usually covers
these critical skills:

e Analyzing Chronology and
Flashback: Faulkner does not tell
the story in order. The Skillbuilder
helps students track the timeline
and understand why the author
chose to reveal information in this
specific, fragmented way.

e Drawing Inferences: So much of
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the story is implied rather than
stated. The answer key guides
students to read between the lines,
particularly regarding Emily's
mental state, Homer Barron's fate,
and the townspeople's motivations.

 Identifying and Interpreting
Foreshadowing: From the
description of the house to the
arsenic purchase, Faulkner weaves
clues throughout the story. The
Skillbuilder teaches students to
spot these clues and predict their
significance.

e Analyzing Character: Emily
Grierson is a complex and static
character. The exercises focus on
her motivations, her relationship
with her father, and how the
community defines her.

e Understanding Mood and Tone:
The story's gothic, melancholic,
and sometimes horrifying mood is
a direct result of Faulkner's
language and pacing. The
Skillbuilder prompts students to
analyze word choice and its effect
on the reader.

Having the answer key is not about
simply finding the "right" words. It is
about understanding the process of
arriving at a well-supported
interpretation. It provides a model for
how an experienced reader thinks about
a challenging text.

Breaking Down the
Story: A Section-by-
Section Analysis for
the Answer Key

To effectively use your A Rose For
Emily Active Reading Skillbuilder
Answer Key, you must first understand

the story's five distinct sections. Each
section presents unique opportunities for
applying active reading strategies.

Section 1: The Funeral and The
House (The Image of Emily)

The story opens with Emily's funeral. The
Skillbuilder will likely ask you to analyze
the description of her house—"lifting its
stubborn and coquettish decay above the
cotton wagons and the gasoline pumps."

What the Answer Key Emphasizes:
The house is a metaphor for Emily
herself. It is an aging, decaying relic of a
bygone era, stubbornly refusing to
integrate into the modernizing world of
the new South. The "coquettish"
description hints at a lingering vanity or
desire for affection, which is crucial for
understanding her later relationship with
Homer Barron. The key insight here is
that the setting is a direct extension of
the character.

Section 2: The Smell and The
Tax Remission (The
Community's Conflict)

Thirty years before the funeral, the
townspeople complain about a foul smell
emanating from the Grierson property.
This leads to the first major conflict
between Emily and the community's
leadership.

Answer Key

Foreshadowing:
The answer key will highlight this episode
as a masterclass in foreshadowing. The
smell is the first physical clue that
something is deeply wrong inside the
house. The fact that the town handles it
by spreading lime secretly, rather than
confronting Emily, establishes a pattern
of avoidance that permeates the entire

Insights on
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story. The Judge Stevens response
perfectly illustrates the town's deference
to the old aristocracy, a theme that the
Skillbuilder will push you to examine. This
section also introduces the death of
Emily's father, a pivotal event that
shapes her inability to let go.

Section 3: The Homer Baron
Affair (The Attempt at Life)

This is the most active portion of the
story. Emily, now single and past her
prime, begins a relationship with a
Yankee laborer, Homer Barron. The
townspeople are scandalized. Emily buys
arsenic from the druggist.

Critical Thinking from the Answer
Key:

This section is rich with inference
questions. Why does Emily buy arsenic?
The druggist's legal requirement for a
reason is met with Emily's silent
stare—she gives no real reason. A
student using the A Rose For Emily
Active Reading Skillbuilder Answer
Key learns that this silence is ominous.
The Skillbuilder will train you to look at
the details: the "rat poison" label is
irrelevant. The real purpose is far more
sinister. The answer key helps you see
that Emily's desperate grab for love is
already tinged with violence and a
refusal to be abandoned.

Section 4: The Cousins and The
Last Sightings (The Final
Decline)

Time passes. Emily's world shrinks. She
purchases a silver toilet set for Homer
and a man's nightshirt. Then, Homer
enters the house one night... and is never
seen again. Emily becomes a recluse.

Interpretative Analysis:

The answer key for this section focuses
on the town's psychology. The
townspeople convince themselves that
"Poor Emily" has been jilted. They believe
the story they want to believe—that she
drove him away. The Skillbuilder will ask:
What does this reveal about the narrator?
The answer is that the "we" of the town is
an unreliable collective. They are
complicit in their ignorance. This section
requires students to distinguish between
what the town thinks happened and what
the reader suspects. The arsenic
purchase and the nightshirt are the final
clues that the Skillbuilder helps you
connect.

Section 5: The Discovery (The
Shocking Revelation)

After Emily's death, the townspeople
break into the sealed upstairs room. They
find a bridal chamber, with the skeleton
of Homer Barron lying on the bed. On the
pillow next to him is an indentation and a
long strand of Emily's gray hair.

The Payoff: Answering the Big
Questions:

The final section is where all the active
reading strategies pay off. The answer
key will guide you to the final, chilling
inference:

e The Irony: They were laid out in a
"bridal" position, but Homer was
dead.

e The Final Foreshadowing: The
gray hair proves Emily has been
sleeping next to the corpse for
years.

e The Central Theme: This is the
ultimate act of denial and the
inability to accept loss—the "rose"
for Emily is a necrophiliac fantasy
of eternal love.
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The A Rose For Emily Active Reading
Skillbuilder Answer Key clarifies that
the pillow and the hair are not just a
"gotcha" moment. They are the final
textual evidence that reveals Emily's
psychosis, which was carefully
constructed throughout the story.

The Deeper Themes
Covered in the Answer

A good answer key does not just give you
answers; it helps you see the big picture.
Here are the key themes that the
Skillbuilder will help you identify and
analyze.

Resistance to Change (The Old
South vs. The New South)

Emily is a living monument to the past.
The A Rose For Emily Active Reading
Skillbuilder Answer Key will ask you to
connect her personal stubbornness to the
larger historical context of the American
South after the Civil War. The Griersons
are a fallen aristocratic family. The
town's new generation wants taxes,
mailboxes, and progress, but Emily
literally bricks herself into the past.

Isolation and Influence of the
Past

Emily's father drove away all her suitors.
This single act of control doomed her.
The Skillbuilder will prompt you to
analyze the tableau of Emily and her
father in the doorway. A strong answer
key will help you see that her father's
death is not a tragedy but a release—one
that has already come too late. She is so
damaged by his control that she can only
form a relationship through absolute,

physical possession.
The Role of the Community

The narrator "we" is a character in itself.
The answer key will explore how the
town is both judgmental and protective.
They pity her but also gossip about her.
They are horrified by her actions, yet
they were the ones who allowed her to
isolate herself. The answer key highlights
this communal failure as a key part of the
story's social commentary.

How to Use the "A
Rose For Emily Active
Reading Skillbuilder
Answer Key"
Effectively

Now that you understand the content,
here is how to maximize the value of the
answer key, whether you are a student or
a teacher.

For Students: Beyond the
Grade

Do not simply copy the answers. Use the
key as a study guide. For every question
on the Skillbuilder, try to answer it
yourself first. Then, compare your
reasoning to the answer key. Focus on
the "why" behind the answer. The
key is a model for clear academic writing
and logical argumentation. Notice how it
cites specific lines from the story to
support its claims. This is the skill you are
meant to learn, not just the plot point.

For Teachers: Facilitating
Deeper Discussion

The answer key provides a clear
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framework for discussion. Use it to create
anticipation guides. Before reading a
section, ask the students the question
from the Skillbuilder. After reading, use
the answer key to measure their
comprehension and to challenge them to
find better textual evidence. The A Rose
For Emily Active Reading Skillbuilder
Answer Key is a great tool for modeling
“think-alouds" in the classroom, where
you verbalize the process of connecting a
detail to a larger theme.

Common Questions
Addressed by the
Answer Key

Let's look at some of the most common
questions found on an Active Reading
Skillbuilder for this story and how a
comprehensive answer key would
address them.

Question: Why does the story

begin with the end (the
funeral)?

Answer Key Insight: This technique
draws the reader in immediately by
creating a sense of mystery. It
establishes Emily as an object of public
curiosity and sets the somber, reflective
tone. The non-linear structure forces the
reader to become a detective, piecing
together the "crime" of Emily’s life just as
the townspeople do.

Question: What does the
strand of gray hair represent?

Answer Key Insight: It represents the
shocking reality of Emily's necrophilia
and her ultimate triumph over time and
abandonment. It is the final, concrete
piece of evidence that she was not just
sleeping in a room with a corpse; she was
engaging in a grotesque ritual of love. It
is the "petrified" proof of her inability to
let go.
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