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Discovering the Magic: A Guide to the Chords of
Eraserheads Songs

For millions of Filipino music lovers, the Eraserheads are more than just a
band—they are the soundtrack of a generation. From the jangly pop of "Ligaya"
to the introspective melancholy of "Huling El Bimbo," their songs have been
strummed on countless guitars in dorm rooms, beach bonfires, and garage
bands across the archipelago. If you are a guitarist looking to play along,
understanding the chords of Eraserheads songs is the key to unlocking their
timeless appeal. This guide will walk you through the most iconic chord
progressions, offer practical tips for playing them, and explain why these songs
remain so accessible to both beginners and seasoned players alike.
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The beauty of Eraserheads music lies in its simplicity and emotional directness.
The band—comprising Ely Buendia (vocals, guitar), Marcus Adoro (lead guitar),
Buds Marafhon (bass), and Raimund Marasigan (drums)—built their sound
around catchy melodies and relatable lyrics. Their chord structures rarely rely
on complex jazz voicings or obscure inversions; instead, they draw from classic
pop, rock, and folk traditions. This makes the chords of Eraserheads songs
an excellent starting point for anyone learning guitar, while also offering
enough nuance to keep experienced players engaged.

Why the Eraserheads Chord Progressions Are Timeless

Before diving into specific songs, it helps to understand the musical DNA of the
band. Many of their hits are built on the I-IV-V progression (the backbone of
countless rock and pop songs) but with clever twists. For example, "Ang Huling
El Bimbo" uses a descending bass line that shifts from C major to A minor,
creating a bittersweet feeling. The chords of Eraserheads songs often feature
open chords (C, G, D, Em, Am) and barre chords (F, Bm) that are standard in
acoustic and electric guitar playing. This accessibility is why their music
remains a staple in karaoke sessions and open mic nights.



Another reason their %?ﬁ%g)gﬁ"&g?&%r Qleé'iglg é?e%ﬁ%e is the band's use of

dynamic shifts. A song like "Minsan" alternates between a gentle fingerpicked
verse and a powerful strummed chorus, using the same set of chords but
changing rhythm and intensity. Learning these transitions helps guitarists
develop feel and timing—critical skills for playing any genre.

Essential Chords for Playing Eraserheads Songs

To get started, you will need to know a handful of basic open chords. Most
chords of Eraserheads songs fall into these categories:

e Major chords: C,G,D, A E, F
e Minor chords: Am, Em, Bm, Dm
e Seventh chords: G7, D7, A7 (used sparingly but add flavor)

One of the most common keys in their catalog is G major. Songs like "Ligaya,"
"With a Smile," and "Pare Ko" are all in G, which uses primarily the chords G, C,
D, and Em. If you master these four chords, you can already play a significant
portion of their discography. Another frequently used key is C major, featured
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in "Huling El Bimbo" and "Magasin." The barre chord F (or its easier version,
Fmaj7) appears often, so practicing that shape is worthwhile.

Useful Chord Variations and Capo Positions

Because many Eraserheads songs were recorded with standard tuning, using a
capo can simplify tricky barre chords. For instance, "Alapaap" is played with a
capo on the 3rd fret, using G, C, Em, and D shapes that sound brighter.
Similarly, "Overdrive" uses a capo on the 2nd fret, allowing you to play open
chords in a higher register. When exploring chords of Eraserheads songs,
always check the original recording's pitch—transposing with a capo can make
learning much easier.

Iconic Eraserheads Songs and Their Chord
Progressions

Let's look at four definitive tracks that every guitarist should learn. Below are
simplified chord charts (in standard tuning) that capture the essence of each
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1. "Ligaya" (1993)

This joyful anthem is built on a classic G-C-D progression in the verse, with an
Em added in the bridge. The chorus moves between G, D, and C with a steady
down-up strum. To capture the original feel, use a light palm mute on the verses
and open up your strumming for the chorus. The chords of Eraserheads
songs don't get more straightforward than this—perfect for beginners.

Chord pattern (verse): G - C - G - D (repeat)
Chorus: G-D-C-G-D-C-G

2. "Pare Ko" (1993)

Another G-major classic, "Pare Ko" uses G, C, D, and Em throughout. The song's
charm lies in its rhythmic strumming pattern—mostly eighth notes with accents
on beats 2 and 4. Legend has it that the chord progression was inspired by the
Beatles' "I Should Have Known Better." When learning this, focus on keeping a
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tutorials simplify the chords of Eraserheads songs for "Pare Ko" by omitting
the short D7 in the bridge, but adding it gives a more authentic sound.

3. "Ang Huling El Bimbo" (1995)

Arguably their most famous song, "Huling El Bimbo" is in the key of C major.
The progression is unforgettable: C - Am - F - G in the verse, with a beautiful
descending bass line that moves from C to B (using a C/B chord) back to Am.
This song teaches you how to use inversions and walk-downs. The intro riff is
played on guitar using arpeggiated chords. While the full chord chart includes
some jazzier voicings (like C/E and F/G), beginners can stick to C, Am, F, and G.
The chords of Eraserheads songs for this track are deceptively simple but
require careful fingerpicking to capture the emotion.

Main verse: C-Am -F -G
Bridge: Am-G-F-C-G-C

4. "With a Smile" (1997)

This tender ballad from the "Fruitcake" album is written in G with a capo on the



3rd fret, which meansctlﬁgra%%ugf cﬁ%ﬁ%r}hﬁﬁg%ﬁ Bﬁ§ are G, C, D, and Em.

However, the song sounds in Bb major when played with the capo. This is a
great example of how a capo can make chords of Eraserheads songs more
playable. The strumming is gentle and sparse in the verses, building to a full
chorus. Pay attention to the bass notes—the song uses a descending bass line in
the verse (G-F#-E-D) that falls naturally under your fingers.

Tips for Playing Chords of Eraserheads Songs
on Guitar

Now that you have a foundation, here are practical tips to improve your
renditions:

e Start with open chords: Focus on clean transitions between G, C, D, Em,
and Am. Use a metronome to build speed gradually.

e Learn the strumming patterns: Many Eraserheads songs use a “down,
down-up, up-down-up” pattern (e.g., "Ligaya"). Listen to the recordings
and mimic the rhythm—don't just rely on chord charts.
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with hammer-ons, pull-offs, and muted strums. For "Huling El Bimbo," the
guitar intro is arpeggiated—try plucking individual strings instead of
strumming.

e Experiment with capo positions: If a song sounds too low or too high
for your voice, move the capo up or down the fretboard. Their songs are
very transposable.

¢ Practice dynamics: The Eraserheads were masters of dynamics—soft
verses leading to loud choruses. Use light strumming for verses and heavy
downstrokes for climaxes.

Common Chord Progressions You'll Encounter

Through their discography, certain progressions recur. Recognizing these
patterns will help you learn new songs faster:

1. I-V-vi-IV (G-D-Em-C): Used in "Alapaap" and "Overdrive." This is the
famous "pop progression" found in countless hits worldwide.

2. vi-IV-I-V (Em-C-G-D): Heard in "Minsan" and parts of "Fruitcake." A
melancholic sequence that sounds modern.

3. I-IV-V-1IV (C-F-G-F): Appears in "Magasin" and "Wait." Classic rock 'n'
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4. ii-V-I (Dm-G-C): A jazzier movement found occasionally in bridges, like
in "Huwag Mo Nang Itanong."

Understanding these progressions will demystify the chords of Eraserheads
songs. You will begin to see the underlying logic behind each hit.

Advanced Techniques: Adding Color to Your
Playing

Once you have the basic chords down, you can enhance your sound with a few
techniques the band used:

e Suspended chords: Ely Buendia sometimes used sus2 or sus4 chords to
create tension. For example, in "Pare Ko," you can substitute Dsus4
(xx0233) for D in some places.

e Chord embellishments: In "With a Smile," adding a G7 or Cadd9 gives a
fuller texture. Practice the Cadd9 shape (x32030) as a variation of C.
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tones. Try playing a simple melody on the high E string while holding the
chord shape.

e Bass note runs: In "Huling El Bimbo," the C/B chord (x2x010) creates a
descending bass line. Learn how to move from C to C/B to Am smoothly.

Where to Find Accurate Chord Charts

Many websites offer chord diagrams for chords of Eraserheads songs, but be
aware that some are inaccurate due to user submissions. For the most reliable
versions, check multiple sources: the official tablature books (like The
Eraserheads Tablature Book), YouTube tutorials by reputable guitar teachers,
or dedicated Filipino music forums. Always cross-reference with the original
recording to verify the key and chord type.

Conclusion

The chords of Eraserheads songs are a treasure trove for guitarists of all
levels. Their music blends straightforward pop structures with subtle emotional
touches, making every song rewarding to learn. Whether you are strumming



along to "Ligaya" at a %@Iﬂﬁﬂga%Eﬁaso‘?rilﬁ?&quiggﬁg%uhng El Bimbo" on a
quiet evening, these chords connect you to a rich musical legacy. Start with the
basics—G, C, D, Em—and gradually explore more nuanced voicings. Listen to
the original tracks, study the dynamics, and most importantly, enjoy the
process. After all, the Eraserheads wrote songs to be shared, played, and sung
with joy. So grab your guitar, tune up, and let the chords take you back to the
golden age of Filipino rock.
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