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I Am Number Four 4

The Lorien Legacy
Continues:
Understanding I Am
Number Four 4

The  I  Am  Number  Four  series,
penned  by  Pittacus  Lore,  has
captivated young adult readers and
science  fiction  enthusiasts  alike
since its explosive debut. Following
the journey of John Smith, a teenage
alien  hiding  on  Earth,  the  series
expands  its  universe  with  each
installment, deepening the lore and
raising the stakes. For readers who
have  followed the  Garde  from the
beg inn ing ,  the  four th  book
represents  a  pivotal  turning point.
Of ten  searched  for  as  I  Am
Number Four 4, this installment is
formally titled The Fall of Five. It is
a crucial chapter that transforms the
narrative  from  a  story  of  survival
into a full-scale war for the fate of
two planets. This article provides a
comprehensive  look  at  the  fourth
book,  its  place  in  the  series,  its
major themes, and why it remains a
fan favorite.

The Context of the Series: A
Quick Recap

To  fully  appreciate  The  Fall  of
Five,  it  is  essential  to  understand
the groundwork laid by the previous
novels. The series begins with I Am
Number  Four,  introducing  us  to
John Smith,  the  fourth  member of

the Garde. The Garde are nine alien
children  sent  to  Earth  after  their
home planet, Lorien, was destroyed
by the evil  Mogadorians.  The first
book establishes the central conflict:
the  Garde  are  hunted  by  the
Mogadorians, and they can only be
killed in a specific order (1 through
9).  The  first  book  ends  with  the
death of Number Three, confirming
the threat is very real.

The  second  book,  The  Power  of
Six ,  b roadens  the  scope  by
introducing Marina (Number Seven)
and her Cêpan, Adelina. It also sees
John  and  his  friends  discovering
more  members  of  the  Garde.  The
third  book,  The Rise  of  Nine,  is
where  the  team  truly  begins  to
assemble.  John,  Six,  Seven,  Eight,
and Nine finally  unite,  showcasing
their  incredible  powers  known  as
Legacies.  By  the  end  of  the  third
book, the Garde are ready to fight
back, setting the stage perfectly for
the fourth chapter.

What is I Am Number
Four 4? Diving into
The Fall of Five

The Fall of Five is the fourth novel
in  the  Lorien  Legacies  series,
published in August 2013. The title
refers  not  just  to  a  numerical
countdown, but to a significant loss
that  the  Garde  experience.  This
book  is  notably  darker  and  more
intense than its predecessors. While



the  first  three  books  focused  on
discovery,  escape,  and  gathering
allies, the fourth book is about the
harsh  realities  of  war,  leadership,
and sacrifice.

The Plot Unfolds: A New
Dynamic

The story picks up immediately after
the events of The Rise of Nine. The
Garde—John  (Four),  Six,  Seven,
Eight, Nine, and their Cêpane—are
f ina l ly  together .  They  have
established a base of operations in a
abandoned  house  in  Chicago.  For
the first time, they are not running.
They  are  planning.  The  primary
objective  is  to  find  the  remaining
members of the Garde: Number Five
and  Number  Ten.  Wait,  Number
Ten? Yes,  a shocking revelation in
the third book hints that there might
be a tenth member of the Garde, a
secret that could change everything.

The  narrative  is  split  between
multiple  points  of  view,  primarily
John  and  Marina  (Seven),  with
significant  chapters  from  the
perspective of a new character. The
search  for  Number  Five  leads  the
group to New York City, where they
hope  to  recruit  another  powerful
ally. However, the Mogadorians are
also  hunting,  and  they  are  more
organized  than  ever.  The  book
explores the internal dynamics of a
group  of  powerful  teenagers  who
have never had to work as a team
for  an  extended  period.  Tensions
rise,  loyalties  are  tested,  and  the
pressure of being the last hope for
an  entire  race  weighs  heavily  on
everyone.

Key Characters and Their
Development

One  of  the  strengths  of  I  Am
Number Four 4  is  the significant
character development. John Smith,
the  protagonist,  is  no  longer  the
confused boy  from Paradise,  Ohio.
He  is  becoming  a  leader,  but  he
grapples with the responsibility. His
relationship  with  Sarah  Hart,  his
human girlfriend, is strained by the
demands  of  his  alien  heritage.
Meanwhile, Marina (Seven) emerges
as  a  powerful  and strategic  force.
Her  journey  from a  timid,  abused
girl  in  a  Spanish  convent  to  a
confident  warrior  is  one  of  the
series'  most  compelling  arcs.

Number Four (John Smith):
Struggles with leadership and
the weight of expectation. His
Legacy of Lumen (fire
generation) grows stronger.
Number Six: Remains the
fierce, no-nonsense fighter, but
we see glimpses of
vulnerability. Her Legacy of
invisibility and weather
manipulation makes her a key
asset.
Number Seven (Marina):
Develops her Glacen (ice)
Legacy to its full potential. She
becomes a moral compass for
the group.
Number Eight: A complex
character with the power of
Telum (teleportation and
manipulation of objects). His
past is shrouded in mystery.
Number Nine: The wild card.
Impatient and aggressive, he
often clashes with Four over
leadership. His brute strength
and flight capability make him
a formidable ally, but his
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recklessness is a liability.

The introduction of Number Five is
a  major  plot  point.  Without  giving
away  too  many  spoi lers ,  h is
allegiance is never entirely certain.
He brings a new set of Legacies to
the  table,  but  his  past  and  his
mot ivat ions  are  c louded  by
suspicion.  The  search  for  Number
Ten, a mythical figure even among
the Garde, adds a layer of mystery
that drives the plot forward.

Major Themes in The
Fall of Five

The Cost of War

Unlike  earlier  books  where  the
Garde were mostly on the defensive,
I Am Number Four 4 forces them
to adopt an offensive strategy. The
book does  not  shy  away  from the
consequences  o f  th is  sh i f t .
Characters  must  make  impossible
choices, and not everyone survives.
The title The Fall of Five is a direct
reference to a devastating loss that
fundamentally  changes  the  team's
dynamics.  This  theme  resonates
with readers because it reflects the
real-world cost of conflict, even in a
science fiction setting.

Found Family vs. Biological
Destiny

The Garde are not just a team; they
are the last of their kind. Yet, many
of  them have grown up on Earth,
forming attachments to humans. The
book explores the tension between
their duty to Lorien and their lives
on  Earth.  John,  in  particular,
struggles  with  this.  His  love  for
Sarah and his friendship with Sam

(his  human  best  f r iend)  are
constant ly  a t  odds  wi th  h i s
responsibility to lead the Garde. The
concept of family is redefined: is it
the blood of Lorien that binds them,
or  the  shared  experiences  and
battles  on  Earth?

Trust and Betrayal

In  a  world  where  the  enemy  can
shapeshift (the Mogadorians have a
creature called a Chimæra that can
disguise itself), trust is a luxury the
Garde  cannot  afford.  The Fall  of
Five  is  riddled  with  moments  of
doubt.  Can  they  trust  the  new
members they find? Can they trust
the  Elders'  original  plan?  The
paranoia that sets in is palpable, and
i t  c r e a t e s  a  t e n s e  r e a d i n g
experience. The theme of betrayal is
central  to  the  plot,  as  the  Garde
learn that not all threats come from
outside their ranks.

The Writing Style and
Pacing

Pittacus  Lore  (the  pen  name  for
authors  James  Frey  and  Jobie
Hughes)  maintains  a  fast-paced,
cinematic  writing  style  in  this
installment. The chapters are short,
often ending with cliffhangers that
compel the reader to continue. The
multiple points of view allow for a
richer understanding of the plot, as
the  reader  sees  events  from
different  perspectives.  The  action
sequences  are  vivid  and  well-
choreographed,  making  it  easy  to
visualize the battles.  However,  the
book  also  takes  time  for  quieter,
character-driven  moments,  which
prevent  the  story  from  becoming
non-stop  explosions.  The  balance



between introspection and action is
one  of  the  reasons  why  I  Am
Number Four 4 is considered one
of the stronger entries in the series.

Why The Fall of Five
is a Crucial
Installment

For fans of the series, reading I Am
Number Four 4 is non-negotiable.
It is the book that bridges the gap
between the setup of the first three
novels and the explosive conclusion
of  the  final  three.  It  deepens  the
mythology,  introduces  game-
changing  revelations  about  the
Lor ien  race ,  and  ra i ses  the
emotional  stakes  to  their  highest
point yet.

Several  pivotal  moments  occur  in
th i s  book  tha t  have  las t ing
consequences:

The revelation of a new1.
Legacy: John discovers an
aspect of his power that he
never knew existed, which
could be the key to defeating
the Mogadorians.
The fate of Number Five:2.
The choices made by this
character have a ripple effect
that lasts for the rest of the
series.
The hunt for Number Ten:3.
The mystery of the tenth Garde
member is a central driving
force, leading to a stunning
conclusion that sets up the
next book.

Without  The  Fall  of  Five,  the
events  of  The Revenge of Seven
(Book  5)  and  The  Fate  of  Ten
(Book 6) would not have the same

impact. It is the turning point where
the  Garde  stop  being  victims  and
start being warriors.

Connecting to the
Larger Lorien
Legacies Universe

The I Am Number Four series has
spawned  a  larger  un iverse ,
including  the  Lorien  Legacies
Reborn  series,  which  takes  place
years after the original series. The
Fall of Five lays the groundwork for
many  of  the  concepts  explored  in
that  later  series,  such  as  the
aftermath  of  the  war  and  the
integration  of  Lorien  technology
with  Earth.  For  new  readers,  the
fourth  book  serves  as  a  reminder
that the story is far from over. It is a
testament  to  the  series'  ability  to
evolve, introducing new threats and
new allies even as the original cast
matures.

SEO and Search
Relevance: Why
Readers Seek I Am
Number Four 4

Many readers  searching  for  I  Am
Number Four 4 are likely looking
for  the  fourth  book  in  the  series,
perhaps after finishing The Rise of
Nine. They want to know the title,
the plot summary, and whether it is
worth reading. Other searches may
be for the movie adaptation (though
only the first book was adapted into
a  film).  By  providing  a  detailed
overview of The Fall of Five,  this
article aims to satisfy those search
intents.  It  is  important for  fans to
know that  the  series  continues  to
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grow  in  complexity  and  that  the
fourth  book  is  a  satisfying,  albeit
heart-wrenching, read.

Is The Fall of Five Suitable
for New Readers?

While this article provides context, I
Am  Number  Four  4  i s  not  a
standalone  novel.  It  assumes  the
reader  i s  f ami l i a r  w i th  the
characters,  the  Lore,  and  the
conflict established in the first three
books.  New  readers  should  start
with I  Am Number Four  to  fully
appreciate the journey. However, for
those  who  have  already  invested
time in the series, the fourth book is
a  rewarding  experience  that  does
not  disappoint.  It  pays  off  long-
running plot threads while opening
up new, exciting directions for the

story.

Conclusion: The
Legacy of The Fall of
Five

In conclusion, I Am Number Four
4,  known officially as The Fall of
Five, is a masterful continuation of
the  Lorien  Legacies.  It  takes  the
foundation  built  by  the  first  three
books and constructs a story about
teamwork, sacrifice, and the brutal
realities of a war for survival.  The
character  development  is  rich,  the
action  is  relentless,  and  the
emotional beats land with significant
impact. For any fan of young adult
science fiction, this book is a must-
read.


