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101 Broadway
Songs For Violin

Unlocking
the Magic of
Broadway:
101
Broadway
Songs For
Violin

T h e  g l o w  o f  t h e
marquee, the swell of
the  orchestra,  the
hush of the audience
as  a  single,  soaring
m e l o d y  b e g i n s .
Broadway  musicals
have  given  us  some
of  the  most  beloved
and  enduring  songs
of  the  last  century.

For  violinists,  these
tunes  represent  a
special challenge and
a  unique  joy.  The
violin,  with its  vocal-
l i k e  q u a l i t y  a n d
expressive  range,  is
arguably  one  of  the
m o s t  s a t i s f y i n g
i n s t r u m e n t s  f o r
interpreting  show
tunes. This is where a
thoughtfully  curated
collection  like  101
Broadway  Songs
For  Violin  becomes
an  indispensable
resource.  It  bridges
the gap between the
practice room and the
stage,  offering  a  vast
repertoire  that  can



transform  a  player's
technique, musicality,
and sheer enjoyment
of  the  instrument.
Whether  you  are  a
student  looking  for
engaging  material,  a
teacher  seeking  a
structured anthology,
o r  a  s e a s o n e d
performer  building  a
versatile  setlist,  this
collection  opens  the
door  to  a  world  of
musical storytelling.

Why
Broadway
Music Fits
the Violin So
Perfectly

There  is  a  beautiful
synergy between the
v i o l i n  a n d  t h e
Broadway  canon.
Great musical theater
songs  are  built  on
melody, emotion, and

n a r r a t i v e
arc—qualities that the
violin  expresses  with
unparalleled  nuance.
U n l i k e  s o m e
instrumental  etudes
or  études  that  focus
purely  on  technical
dr i l l s ,  Broadway
songs  demand  that
y o u  b e c o m e  a
storyteller.  You  are
no t  j u s t  p l ay i ng
n o t e s ;  y o u  a r e
c o n v e y i n g  t h e
y e a r n i n g  o f  a
character, the joy of a
chorus, the tension of
a  dramatic  moment.
The violin's ability to
s l i d e  b e t w e e n
pitches,  to  sustain  a
legato  line,  and  to
p r o j e c t  a  w i d e
dynamic range makes
it the ideal vehicle for
t h i s  m u s i c .  A
compilation  like  101
Broadway  Songs
For Violin capitalizes
on  this  natural  fit,
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p r e s e n t i n g
arrangements  that
respect  the  original
vocal  l ines  whi le
being  idiomatic  for
the  instrument.

Developing
Expression
Through
Familiar
Melodies

One  of  the  greatest
c h a l l e n g e s  f o r
intermediate violinists
is developing musical
expression. Playing a
scale perfectly is one
thing;  making  an
a u d i e n c e  f e e l
something is another.
B roadway  songs
provide a shortcut to
this  understanding
because  you  already
k n o w  t h e  s t o r y
behind  the  music.
When  you  p lay  a
p i e c e  l i k e
"Somewhere Over the

R a i n b o w "  o r
" M e m o r y , "  y o u
instinctively  know
where  to  breathe,
where to add a slight
rubato,  and  where
the emotional  climax
resides. This intuitive
understanding  allows
you to focus on tone
production,  vibrato,
and phrasing without
the  extra  cognitive
load  of  interpreting
abstract notation. The
1 0 1  B r o a d w a y
Songs  For  Violin
collection  leverages
this  by  including  a
w i d e  e m o t i o n a l
spectrum,  from  the
comedic  timing  of  "I
Got  Rhythm"  to  the
poignant  stillness  of
"Bring  Him  Home."
Each song is a mini-
lesson  in  musical
storytell ing.



A Journey
Through the
Collection:
What to

Expect

A  t i t l e  l i k e  1 0 1
Broadway  Songs
For  Violin  promises
variety, and the best
editions  deliver  on
that  promise.  This  is
not simply a book of
the "Top 10" hits; it is
a  comprehensive
anthology that spans
decades  of  musical
theater  history.  You
can  expect  to  find
s o n g s  f r o m  t h e
G o l d e n  A g e  o f
R o d g e r s  a n d
H a m m e r s t e i n
alongside  modern
masterpieces  from
Lin-Manuel  Miranda
a n d  S t e p h e n
Schwartz.  The  value

of  having  101 songs
in one volume cannot
be  overstated.  I t
provides a structured
pathway  for  growth,
allowing  a  player  to
p r o g r e s s  f r o m
simpler,  melody-
driven tunes to more
complex, rhythmically
challenging  pieces
without  needing  to
purchase  multiple
books.

The Golden Age
Classics

The foundation of any
g r e a t  B r o a d w a y
collection  lies  in  the
classics.  Expect  to
find  timeless
standards  such  as
"Ol'  Man River"  from
Show  Boat,  "Getting
to  Know  You"  from
The King and I, and "If
I  Were  a  Bell"  from
Guys and Dolls. These
s o n g s  a r e
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characterized by their
singable  melodies
and  clear  harmonic
structures.  For  the
violinist,  they  offer
excellent  practice  in
s lurred  bowings,
legato  phrasing,  and
clean  shifts  between
positions.  They  are
a l so  the  pe r fec t
material  for  sight-
reading  practice,  as
the melodic contours
a r e  l o g i c a l  a n d
predictable.  Playing
these songs connects
you to a rich tradition
of  American  musical
theater  and provides
a  so l id  technica l
foundation.

Modern and
Contemporary
Hits

No  collection  would
be  complete  without
the  blockbusters  of
the  last  40  years.

S o n g s  f r o m  L e s
M i sé rab les ,  The
P h a n t o m  o f  t h e
Opera,  Wicked,  and
Hami l ton  br ing  a
fresh set of demands.
These  pieces  often
r e q u i r e  g r e a t e r
dynamic range, more
a g g r e s s i v e  b o w
s t r o k e s ,  a n d  a
stronger  sense  of
rhythmic  drive.  For
example,  playing
"Defying  Gravity"
requires  bui lding
intensity over a long
span,  whi le  "The
R o o m  W h e r e  I t
Happens"  demands
crisp articulation and
a  syncopated  feel.
The  101  Broadway
Songs  For  Violin
anthology  typically
includes  multiple
selections from these
major  shows,  giving
you a deep dive into
the  stylistic  diversity
of  contemporary



musical  theater.

Organizing
Your
Practice with
101 Songs

Having  such  a  large
repertoire  can  feel
overwhelming at first.
The key is to use the
c o l l e c t i o n
strategically.  Do  not
try  to  learn  all  101
s o n g s  i n  o r d e r .
Instead,  think  of  the
book as a menu from
which you can select
based on your current
g o a l s .  H e r e  i s  a
practical approach to
using 101 Broadway
Songs  For  Violin
effectively:

Start with
Familiar
Favorites: Pick
5 songs you

already know
by heart. This
builds
confidence and
reinforces good
habits.
Focus on
Specific
Techniques:
Use the book as
a technical
etude book.
Choose a song
that challenges
a specific skill.
For example,
use a fast show
tune like
"Seventy-Six
Trombones" to
work on
spiccato
bowing.
Build a
Performance
Set: Select 10
to 15 songs
that contrast in
tempo, key,
and mood. This
prepares you
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for real-world
performance
situations, from
wedding gigs to
nursing home
concerts.
Use the Book
for Sight-
Reading: Keep
the book on
your music
stand and play
through one
new song each
day. This is the
single fastest
way to improve
your reading
skills.
Track Your
Progress:
Mark each song
with a date and
a simple rating
of "Easy,"
"Moderate," or
"Challenge."
Watch your list
of "Challenges"
shrink over
time.

Choosing the
Right Edition
for Your
Needs

Not  all  printings  of
1 0 1  B r o a d w a y
Songs For Violin are
i den t i ca l .  When
selecting  your  copy,
consider  a  few  key
fac to rs  tha t  w i l l
impact  your  playing
experience. First, pay
a t ten t i on  to  the
difficulty  level
ind icated  by  the
pub l i sher .  Some
editions are explicitly
arranged  for  early
intermediate  players,
with  simplified
rhythms  and  limited
position work. Others
a r e  a i m e d  a t
advanced players and
include  original  key
s i g n a t u r e s  a n d
complex  bowings.



Look for a book that
matches your current
ability  but  also  offers
a  few  pieces  that
stretch  your  skills.
Second,  consider  the
binding.  A  spiral-
bound  or  lay-flat
binding is far superior
to a glued spine, as it
stays  open  on  your
music  stand  without
requ i r i ng  heavy
weights. Third, check
the table of contents.
The  best  anthologies
include a diverse mix
o f  s l o w  b a l l a d s ,
upbeat showstoppers,
and  instrumental
features like overture
excerpts.

Digital vs.
Physical: What
Works Best

Many  violinists  now
supplement  their
physical  library  with
digital  versions  of

1 0 1  B r o a d w a y
Songs For Violin. A
d ig i ta l  copy  on  a
tablet  is  incredibly
c o n v e n i e n t  f o r
practice  on  the  go,
and  it  allows  you  to
annotate  fingerings
and  bowings  easily.
H o w e v e r ,  f o r
extended  practice
sess ions  and  fo r
performance,  most
musicians  still  prefer
a physical  book.  The
tactile  experience  of
turning pages and the
lack  of  screen  glare
make  the  physical
book more reliable in
a rehearsal or concert
s e t t i n g .  M y
recommendation is to
own both: a physical
copy  for  your  main
practice stand and a
digital  backup  for
your  mobile  device.
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Teaching
with 101
Broadway
Songs For
Violin

For  violin  teachers,
this  collection  is  a
goldmine.  It  solves
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
common motivational
p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e
s t u d i o :  s t u d e n t
boredom.  Technical
e x e r c i s e s  a r e
necessary,  but  they
r a r e l y  i n s p i r e  a
student  to  practice
f o r  a n  e x t r a  2 0
minutes.  Broadway
songs  do.  The  101
Broadway  Songs
For Violin  collection
allows  you  to  assign
m a t e r i a l  t h a t
students  genuinely
want to play. You can
u s e  i t  t o  t e a c h

specific  concepts  in  a
relatable context. For
instance,  you  can
teach  syncopation
using "America" from
West  Side  Story,  or
t e a c h  d y n a m i c
contrast using "Music
of  the  Night."  The
book  also  serves  as
excellent material for
s t u d i o  r e c i t a l s .
Parents and peers are
far more engaged by
a  recognizable  show
t u n e  t h a n  b y  a
Baroque  sonata ,
which  makes  the
s t u d e n t  f e e l
successful  and proud
of their progress.

Building a
Balanced
Repertoire

A wise teacher uses a
book like this as part
of  a  balanced  diet.
Classical  studies,
scales,  and  etudes



remain essential,  but
Broadway  songs
provide the "dessert"
t h a t  m a k e s  t h e
practice  sustainable.
T h e  k e y  i s  t o
i n t e g r a t e  t h e m
intentionally.  Here  is
a  simple  framework
for  lesson  planning
using 101 Broadway
Songs For Violin:

Warm-Up (51.
minutes): Play
a simple scale
in the key of
your assigned
Broadway song.
Technical2.
Work (10
minutes):
Focus on a
specific bow
stroke or shift
that appears in
the song.
Repertoire3.
Work (15
minutes):
Work through

the Broadway
song section by
section.
Performance4.
Simulation (5
minutes): Play
the entire song
without
stopping, as if
for an
audience.

This  structure  keeps
the  student  engaged
while  ensuring  that
technical  progress
c o n t i n u e s .  T h e
B r o a d w a y  s o n g
becomes  the  goal,
and  the  technical
work  becomes  the
means  to  achieve  it.

Overcoming
Common
Challenges
with
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Broadway
Arrangemen
ts

P l a y i n g  f r o m  a
collection  like  101
Broadway  Songs
F o r  V i o l i n  c a n
present  specific
challenges  that  differ
f r o m  c l a s s i c a l
r e p e r t o i r e .  O n e
common issue is the
presence  of  complex
rhythms.  Broadway
mus ic  i s  heav i l y
influenced  by  jazz,
ragtime, and pop, so
you  will  encounter
swung  eighth  notes,
syncopated  off-beats,
and  sudden  tempo
changes. Do not rush
t h r o u g h  t h e s e
sections.  Isolate  the
rhythm  and  clap  it
before  you  play  it.
Another  challenge  is
key  signature.  Some

Broadway  songs  are
written  in  keys  that
are  less  common  in
s t a n d a r d  v i o l i n
repertoire, such as E-
flat  major  or  A-flat
major .  Use  these
p i e c e s  a s  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
s t rengthen  your
fluency in these keys.
Finally,  pay attention
to the chord symbols
often included above
the  staff.  While  you
a r e  p l a y i n g  t h e
melody,  being aware
of  the  underlying
harmony will improve
your  intonation  and
your understanding of
the song's structure.

Making the
Music Your Own

One of the great joys
of  playing  Broadway
songs on violin is the
freedom to interpret.
Unl ike  orchestral



playing  where  you
m u s t  f o l l o w  a
conductor,  playing  a
s o l o  B r o a d w a y
arrangement  allows
you to make personal
choices.  Experiment
with  different
bowings. Add a gentle
portamento  between
two notes. Vary your
v ibrato  speed  to
match the emotion of
the  lyric.  The  101
Broadway  Songs
For Violin  collection
p r o v i d e s  t h e
framework,  but  you
provide  the  soul .
Listen to original cast
r e c o r d i n g s  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
p h r a s i n g  o f  t h e
vocalist,  and  then
adapt  that  phrasing
to  your  instrument.
T h i s  p r o c e s s  o f
listening,  adapting,
and  personalizing  is
what elevates a good
v i o l i n i s t  t o  a

compelling musician.

Performance
Opportunitie
s for
Broadway
Violinists

O n c e  y o u  h a v e
worked  through  a
significant  portion  of
the  101  Broadway
Songs  For  Violin
collection,  you  will
have a repertoire that
is  highly  marketable.
Broadway music is in
demand  everywhere.
Community  theater
pit orchestras always
need  skilled  string
players.  Wedding
c e r e m o n i e s
frequently  request
s h o w  t u n e s  f o r
prelude  music  and
processional  songs.
Senior  centers  and
a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g
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f a c i l i t i e s  a d o r e
concerts  featuring
familiar  melodies
from  their  youth.
Coffee  shops,
restaurants ,  and
wineries  often  hire
solo  v io l in ists  to
create  an  elegant
atmosphere,  and  a
setlist  built  around
Broadway  standards
i s  a l w a y s  w e l l -
received. By learning
this  collection,  you
are not just improving
your technical ability;
you  are  building  a
usable,  professional
repertoire  that  can
open  doors  to  paid
p e r f o r m a n c e
opportunities.

Putting
Together a
Themed
Program

Consider  creating  a
themed program from

y o u r  b o o k .  F o r
example,  you  could
des ign  a  concert
called "An Evening of
Love  Songs  f rom
Broadway"  featuring
pieces like "All  I  Ask
of  You,"  "If  I  Loved
You,"  and  "Someone
L i k e  Y o u . "  O r  a
p r o g r a m  c a l l e d
"Broadway's Greatest
Villains"  with  songs
like "Poor Unfortunate
S o u l s "  a n d  " T h e
Phantom's  Music."
T h e m a t i c
programming  makes
your  performance
more  engaging  for
the  audience  and
gives  you  a  c lear
f o c u s  f o r  y o u r
preparat ion.  The
breadth  of  the  101
Broadway  Songs
For Violin  collection
makes  it  possible  to
create  dozens  of
different themed sets,
ensuring  that  you



never run out of fresh
material.

Beyond the
Notes: The
Emotional
Connection

Ultimately, the power
of  playing  Broadway
songs  on  the  violin
lies  in  the emotional
connect ion  they
create.  These  songs
are part of our shared
cultural  memory.
When  you


