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Alquds
Newspaper

Introducti
on: A
Voice That
Endures

In the complex and
often  turbulent
landscape of Middle
Eastern media, few
publications  have
mainta ined  the
consistent presence
and respected voice
o f  A l q u d s
Newspaper.  For
decades,  this  daily
has  served  as  a
primary  source  of
n e w s  f o r
Palestinians  both

within the occupied
ter r i to r ies  and
across the diaspora.
More  than  just  a
n e w s p a p e r ,  i t
r e p r e s e n t s  a
s t e a d f a s t
commitment  to
journalistic integrity
in  a  region  where
information is often
c o n t e s t e d .  I t s
name, derived from
the Arabic word for
J e r u s a l e m ,
immediately signals
its deep connection
to one of the most
significant  cities  in
t h e  w o r l d .
Understanding  the
journey,  influence,



and  challenges  of
A l q u d s
Newspaper  offers
a  unique  window
into the Palestinian
experience and the
broader  dynamics
o f  med ia  in  the
Arab  world.  This
article explores the
l e g a c y  o f  t h i s
influential
publication, from its
founding  principles
to its modern digital
pivot,  examining
why  it  remains  an
indispensable  part
of  the  Palestinian
and  Arab  media
ecosystem.

History
and
Founding
of Alquds

Newspape
r

The Early
Years: A Bold
Undertaking

The story of Alquds
Newspaper begins
in the late 1960s, a
period  of  profound
u p h e a v a l  a n d
transformation  for
the  Pa lest in ian
people.  Following
the  1967  war,  the
need for  a  distinct
Palestinian  media
v o i c e  b e c a m e
a c u t e .  T h e
newspaper  was
founded in 1968 in
J e r u s a l e m  b y
M a h m o u d  A b u
Zuluf,  a  journalist
with a clear vision:
to  create  a  daily
that would speak to
the  aspirations,
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c o n c e r n s ,  a n d
i d e n t i t y  o f
Palestinians.  At  a
time  when  news
was  often  filtered
through  the  lenses
of Jordanian, Israeli,
or other Arab state
media ,  Alquds
Newspaper carved
out  a  space  fo r
i n d e p e n d e n t
P a l e s t i n i a n
journa l i sm.  I t s
headquarters  in
Jerusalem were not
just  a  logist ical
choice; they were a
p o l i t i c a l  a n d
s y m b o l i c
statement.  The
p a p e r  q u i c k l y
became  known  for
i t s  r e l a t i v e l y
balanced coverage,
a rarity in a highly
p o l a r i z e d
environment.  I t
n a v i g a t e d  t h e
delicate  balance
between  reporting

on  the  occupation,
addressing  internal
Palestinian  political
dynamics ,  and
covering  regional
Arab  affairs.  This
b a l a n c i n g  a c t
required  immense
skill and often came
at a great cost, but
it  established  the
newspaper  as  a
c r e d i b l e  a n d
i n d i s p e n s a b l e
s o u r c e  o f
information.

Steering
Through
Political
Storms

T h e  p o l i t i c a l
context surrounding
A l q u d s
Newspaper  has
a l w a y s  b e e n
f r a u g h t  w i t h
difficulty.  Operating
in  Jerusalem under
Is rae l i  law,  the



paper  has  faced
n u m e r o u s
c h a l l e n g e s ,
i n c l u d i n g
censorship,  closure
o r d e r s ,  a n d
rest r i c t ions  on
distribution. Despite
these  pressures,  it
h a s  l a r g e l y
m a i n t a i n e d  a
r e p u t a t i o n  f o r
profess iona l i sm.
The newspaper has
c o v e r e d  e v e r y
major  int i fada,
peace  negotiation,
and  political  split
w i t h i n  t h e
P a l e s t i n i a n
leadersh ip .  I t s
editors have had to
make  difficult  daily
decisions  about
what to report, how
t o  p h r a s e
headlines, and how
to frame stories in a
way  that  is  both
t r u t h f u l  a n d
responsible.  This

careful  navigation
has  not  pleased
e v e r y o n e ;  a t
various  points,  the
paper  has  been
c r i t i c i z e d  b y
different  factions,
i n c l u d i n g  t h e
P a l e s t i n i a n
Authority and other
political  groups.
Y e t ,  t h i s  v e r y
criticism is  often a
testament  to  its
i n d e p e n d e n c e .
A l q u d s
Newspaper  has
refused  to  become
a  mouthpiece  for
any  single  party,
c o n s i s t e n t l y
pr ior i t iz ing  the
p r o f e s s i o n  o f
journal ism  over
political  advocacy.
This  commitment
h a s  b e e n  i t s
greatest  strength
a n d  i t s  m o s t
p e r s i s t e n t
challenge.
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Editorial
Independe
nce and
Journalisti
c
Credibility

A Commitment
to Professional
Standards

In  an  era  of  "fake
news" and partisan
media, the editorial
stance  of  Alquds
Newspaper stands
a s  a  m o d e l  o f
t r a d i t i o n a l
journalistic  values.
The publication has
historically  strived
f o r  a c c u r a c y ,
fa i rness ,  and  a
separation between
news  and  opinion.
Its news pages are
generally  seen  as

reliable,  while  its
opinion  pages  offer
a  s p e c t r u m  o f
Palest inian  and
Arab  viewpoints.
This  approach  has
earned  it  a  loyal
readership  that
t r u s t s  t h e
i n f o r m a t i o n  i t
provides.  Unlike
some  outlets  that
h a v e  b e c o m e
ins t ruments  o f
p o l i t i c a l
p r o p a g a n d a ,
A l q u d s
Newspaper  has
invested in training
its  reporters,  fact-
checking its stories,
and  maintaining  a
rigorous  editorial
p r o c e s s .  T h i s
commitment  to
quality has allowed
i t  t o  b r e a k
important  stories
whi le  reta in ing
credib i l i ty .  For
r e s e a r c h e r s ,



dip lomats ,  and
historians  studying
the  Palestinian-
Israeli  conflict,  the
archives of Alquds
Newspaper  are
c o n s i d e r e d  a n
essential  primary
s o u r c e .  T h e y
prov ide  a  da i ly
record of events as
they unfolded from
a  d i s t i n c t l y
P a l e s t i n i a n
perspective,  but
w i t h o u t  t h e
extreme  bias  that
characterizes  some
othe r  r eg i ona l
media.

Navigating Red
Lines

Opera t ing  as  a
P a l e s t i n i a n
n e w s p a p e r  i n
Jerusalem  means
c o n s t a n t l y
navigating  "red
lines" set by various

authorities.  Israeli
military  censors
h a v e  a t  t i m e s
p r e v e n t e d  t h e
p u b l i c a t i o n  o f
specific
i n f o r m a t i o n ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y
regarding  security
matters  and  the
m o v e m e n t s  o f
political  leaders.
The newspaper has
had  to  deve lop
strategies to inform
its  readers  without
directly  violating
these  restrictions,
relying  on  context,
allusion, and careful
sourcing.  Similarly,
the paper must be
mindful  of  internal
P a l e s t i n i a n
s e n s i t i v i t i e s ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y
r e g a r d i n g  t h e
pol i t ica l  d iv ide
between Fatah and
Hamas.  Reporting
on internal divisions
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requires  nuance  to
avoid  inflaming
tensions  while  still
providing  essential
information  to  the
publ ic .  Despi te
these  constraints,
A l q u d s
Newspaper  has
m a n a g e d  t o
ope ra te  w i t h  a
degree  of  editorial
f reedom  that  is
u n u s u a l  i n  t h e
region. Its ability to
m a i n t a i n  t h i s
balance  over  more
than five decades is
a  r e m a r k a b l e
achievement  in
journalism.

The Role
of Alquds
Newspape
r in

Palestinia
n Society

Shaping Public
Opinion and
National
Identity

F o r  m a n y
P a l e s t i n i a n s ,
reading  Alquds
Newspaper  has
been  a  daily  ritual
for  generations.  It
has  played  a  vital
ro le  in  shap ing
Palestinian  national
identity  and  public
op in ion .  I n  the
a b s e n c e  o f  a
sovereign  state
with  its  own  official
m e d i a ,  t h e
newspaper  has
functioned as a de
f a c t o  n a t i o n a l
newspaper,  helping
to create a  shared
narrat ive  and  a



c o m m o n
understanding  of
e v e n t s .  I t  h a s
covered  everything
f r o m  t h e  d a i l y
hardships  of  l ife
under occupation to
the  d ip lomat i c
m a n e u v e r s  o f
Palestinian  leaders
on the world stage.
The  newspaper's
cultural pages have
a l s o  b e e n
i m p o r t a n t ,
p r o m o t i n g
P a l e s t i n i a n
literature,  art,  and
i n t e l l e c t u a l
d i s c o u r s e .  B y
p r o v i d i n g  a
platform for writers,
p o e t s ,  a n d
academics,  Alquds
Newspaper  has
c o n t r i b u t e d
significantly  to  the
cu l tu ra l  l i f e  o f
Palestine.  It  has
helped  to  preserve
the Arabic language

a n d  p r o m o t e  a
s o p h i s t i c a t e d
cultural  identity,
even  as  political
pressures  have
t h r e a t e n e d  t o
f r a g m e n t
Palestinian  society.
The  newspaper's
role  as  a  cultural
and  intel lectual
forum is perhaps as
important as its role
as a news provider.

Distribution
and
Readership
Across the
Diaspora

The  influence  of
A l q u d s
N e w s p a p e r
extends far beyond
the  borders  of  the
Wes t  Bank  and
Gaza.  It  is  widely
read by Palestinians
l iving  in  Jordan,
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Lebanon, Syria, and
i n  t h e  b r o a d e r
Palestinian diaspora
i n  E u r o p e ,  t h e
Americas,  and  the
Gu l f .  Fo r  many
Palestinians  who
have never lived in
their homeland, the
newspaper provides
a  vital  connection
to the daily realities
of  l i fe  there.  Its
website  and digital
e d i t i o n s  h a v e
amplified  this
reach,  a l lowing
readers around the
world  to  access
n e w s  f r o m
Jerusalem  with  a
single  click.  This
global  readership
has  given  Alquds
N e w s p a p e r  a
unique  position  in
the  Arab  media
landscape. It is not
just a local paper; it
is  a  transnational
publication  that

serves  a  dispersed
nation.  Its  editorial
perspective is often
seen  as  reflecting
the  mainstream  of
Palestinian  public
opinion, making it a
b e l l w e t h e r  f o r
pol i t ical  trends
w i t h i n  t h e
P a l e s t i n i a n
c o m m u n i t y
worldwide.

Challenge
s and
Resilience
in the
Modern
Era

Economic
Pressures and
the Decline of
Print Media

Like  newspapers



e v e r y w h e r e ,
A l q u d s
Newspaper  has
f a c e d  s e v e r e
e c o n o m i c
headwinds  in  the
21st  century.  The
global  decline  of
print  advertising,
the  r i se  o f  f ree
online  news,  and
t h e  e c o n o m i c
difficulties  specific
to  the  Palestinian
territories  have  all
p u t  i m m e n s e
financial  strain  on
the  publication.
M a i n t a i n i n g  a
p r o f e s s i o n a l
newsroom,  paying
journalists,  and
covering  the  costs
o f  p r in t ing  and
distr ibution  are
significant
challenges.  The
newspaper has had
t o  a d a p t  i t s
business  model,
exploring  digital

s u b s c r i p t i o n s ,
online  advertising,
a n d  g r a n t s  t o
support  its  work.
The  Palest in ian
e c o n o m y ,
h a m p e r e d  b y
rest r i c t ions  on
movement  and
trade,  does  not
provide a large and
affluent  advertising
base. Despite these
difficulties,  Alquds
Newspaper  has
s u r v i v e d ,  a
testament  to  the
dedication  of  its
staff and the loyalty
of  its  readers.  Its
ability  to  continue
publishing  in  the
f a c e  o f  s u c h
economic  adversity
i s  a  p o w e r f u l
s y m b o l  o f  t h e
r e s i l i e n c e  o f
Palestinian  civil
society.
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Political and
Legal Hurdles

Beyond  economics,
the  political  and
legal  environment
remains  deeply
chal lenging  for
A l q u d s
Newspaper.  The
ongoing  Israeli-
Palestinian  conflict
creates  a  volatile
o p e r a t i o n a l
environment.  The
newspaper  has
faced  pe r i od i c
c l o s u r e s ,
res t r i c t ions  on
d i s t r i bu t i on  i n
certain  areas,  and
harassment  of  its
journalists. Changes
in  Israel i  pol icy
regarding  press
freedom  in  East
Jerusalem  have
direct  impacts  on
the  newspaper's
abil ity  to  report
freely.  Additionally,

internal  Palestinian
political  conflicts
have at times led to
pressure  on  the
newspaper  from
different  factions.
Journalists  working
f o r  A l q u d s
Newspaper  have
f a c e d  a r r e s t ,
interrogation,  and
physical  threats.
The  resilience  of
the publication and
i ts  reporters  in
continuing  their
work  under  these
c o n d i t i o n s  i s
remarkable.  The
newspaper  has
become a symbol of
t h e  b r o a d e r
Palestinian struggle
f o r  f r e e d o m  o f
expression and the
right  to  tell  their
own story.



Digital
Transform
ation and
Reaching
a New
Generatio

n

Embracing the
Online World

Recognizing  the
need  to  adap t ,
A l q u d s
Newspaper  has
invested  heavily  in
its digital presence.
I t s  w e b s i t e ,
Alquds.com,  offers
up-to-the-minute
news  coverage,
video  content,  and
interactive features.
The newspaper has
also  established  a
strong presence on
s o c i a l  m e d i a

platforms, including
Facebook,  Twitter,
a n d  Y o u T u b e ,
where  it  engages
with  a  younger,
m o r e  d i g i t a l l y
native  audience.
T h i s  d i g i t a l
transformation  has
a l l o w e d  t h e
n e w s p a p e r  t o
circumvent some of
the  distr ibution
challenges  it  faces
in  the  phys ica l
w o r l d .  W h i l e
newspapers may be
delayed or  blocked
at  checkpoints,
digital  content  can
r e a c h  r e a d e r s
instantly  anywhere
in  the  world.  The
digital  edition  has
also  allowed  the
n e w s p a p e r  t o
experiment  with
n e w  f o r m s  o f
s t o r y t e l l i n g ,
i n c l u d i n g
multimedia  reports
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a n d  d a t a
journalism.  This
evolution  is  crucial
for  ensuring  the
long-term relevance
o f  A l q u d s
Newspaper  in  a
rapidly  changing
media environment.

Reaching the
Palestinian
Youth

O n e  o f  t h e  k e y
goals of the digital
strategy of Alquds
Newspaper  is  to
attract  younger
readers.  The youth
demographic  in
Palestine  is  large,
tech-savvy,  and
hungry  for  news
that  is  relevant  to
t h e i r  l i v e s .  B y
offering  a  modern,
accessible  digital
p l a t f o r m ,  t h e
n e w s p a p e r  i s
working  to  ensure

t h a t  t h e  n e x t
g e n e r a t i o n  o f
P a l e s t i n i a n s
continues to turn to
a  t rus ted  l oca l
source  for  their
news.  The  content
o n  t h e  d i g i t a l
p la t fo rm  o f ten
i n c l u d e s  m o r e
i n t e r a c t i v e
elements,  video
r e p o r t s ,  a n d
coverage  of  issues
t h a t  m a t t e r  t o
young people, such
as  techno logy ,
entrepreneurship,
a n d  c u l t u r e
alongside  the  core
political  news.  This
effort  to  bridge  the
generational gap is
vital for the survival
of  the  newspaper.
By  maintaining  its
j o u r n a l i s t i c
standards  while
embracing  modern
technology, Alquds
Newspaper  i s



positioning itself  to
be a relevant voice
f o r  d e c a d e s  t o
come.

Impact on
Regional
Journalis
m and
Arab
Media

The  influence  of
A l q u d s
N e w s p a p e r
extends beyond its
i m m e d i a t e
readership.  It  has
served as  a  model
a n d  a  t r a i n i n g
g r o u n d  f o r
genera t ions  o f
journalists  in  the
Arab  world.  Many
r e p o r t e r s  a n d
editors  who  have
w o r k e d  a t  t h e
newspaper  have

gone  on  to  hold
influential  positions
in  o the r  med ia
outlets  across  the
r e g i o n .  T h e
n e w s p a p e r ' s
commitment  to
p r o f e s s i o n a l
journalism,  even
under  immense
pressure, has set a
s t a n d a r d  t h a t
others aspire to. In
a n  A r a b  m e d i a
landscape that  has
o f t e n  b e e n
dominated by state-
run outlets or highly
partisan  channels,
A l q u d s
N e w s p a p e r
r e p r e s e n t s  a
t r a d i t i o n  o f
i n d e p e n d e n t
journalism  that  is
b e c o m i n g
increasingly  rare.
I t s  c o n t i n u e d
operat ion  i s  an
i n s p i r a t i o n  t o
journal ists  who
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b e l i e v e  i n  t h e
power  o f  a  f ree
press  to  inform,
e d u c a t e ,  a n d
empower  citizens.
The  newspaper's
ability  to  maintain
i t s  e d i t o r i a l
independence  and
credibility over such
a  long  period  is  a
significant
contribution  not
only  to  Palestinian
society  but  to  the
broader  cause  of
press  freedom  in
the  Middle  East.  It
demonstrates  that
i n d e p e n d e n t
j o u r n a l i s m  i s
possible,  even  in
t h e  m o s t
c h a l l e n g i n g
circumstances.

Conclusio

n: An
Indispens
able
Institution

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,
A l q u d s
Newspaper  is  far
more  than  a  daily
news publication. It
i s  a n  e n d u r i n g
institution  that  has
played  a  central
role in the political,
cultural,  and  social
l i f e  o f  t h e
Palestinian  people
f o r  o v e r  h a l f  a
century.  Born  in  a
time of crisis, it has
nav igated  war ,
occupation, internal
d i v i s i o n ,  a n d
economic  hardship
to remain a trusted
v o i c e .  I t s
commitment  to
e d i t o r i a l
i n d e p e n d e n c e ,



j o u r n a l i s t i c
profess iona l i sm,
and  providing  a
p l a t f o r m  f o r
Palestinian  voices
has  earned  i t  a
u n i q u e  a n d
respected  place  in
the  Arab  media
world.  While  the
challenges  it  faces
t o d a y  a r e

significant, from the
decl ine  of  pr int
media  to  ongoing
political  pressures,
the  newspaper's
successful  pivot  to
d ig i ta l  and  the
loyalty of its global
readership  suggest
a  resilient  future.
A l q u d s
Newspaper


