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Introduction: The Lingering
Question of a Sequel

For  fans  of  the  2011  sci-fi  action  film  I  Am  Number
Four, the question has lingered for over a decade: Will
there be a sequel to I Am Number 4? The movie,
directed by D.J.  Caruso and based on the first  book of
the  Lorien  Legacies  series  by  Pittacus  Lore  (a
pseudonym  for  James  Frey  and  Jobie  Hughes),
introduced audiences to  a  thrilling universe of  alien
refugees,  powerful  legacies,  and  a  deadly  game  of
hide-and-seek.  While  the  film  ended  on  a  clear
cliffhanger, setting up the next chapter, The Power of
Six,  no  official  sequel  ever  materialized.  This  article
delves deep into the current status, the potential, the
challenges,  and  the  persistent  hope  surrounding  a
follow-up to this beloved teen sci-fi adventure.



The Cult Classic: A Look Back
at "I Am Number Four"

Released  in  February  2011,  I  Am  Number  Four
starred  a  then-up-and-coming  Alex  Pettyfer  as  John
Smith, an alien from the planet Lorien hiding on Earth.
The story follows John, one of nine Garde children sent
to  Earth  after  their  planet  was  destroyed  by  the
Mogadorians,  a  vicious  alien  race.  The  Garde  are
hunted  in  a  specific  order,  and  John  is  Number  Four.
The  film  also  featured  Dianna  Agron,  Teresa  Palmer,
and  Timothy  Olyphant.

The  narrative  was  a  blend  of  teen  drama,  super-
powered action, and a road movie. It resonated with a
young adult audience, drawing comparisons to other
YA  adaptations  of  the  era  like  Twilight  and  The
Hunger  Games,  but  with  a  distinctly  sci-fi  twist.  The
film's  visual  effects,  particularly  the  characters'
legacies  (superpowers),  were  well-received,  and  the
chemistry between the leads helped it gain a dedicated
fanbase.  Despite  its  charm,  the  film's  box  office
performance was solid but not spectacular,  grossing
around $150 million worldwide against a $50-60 million
budget.  This  middling  financial  success  is  the  primary
reason the question, Will there be a sequel to I Am
Number 4? has remained unanswered for so long.
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The Source Material: The
Lorien Legacies Book Series

To understand the potential for a sequel, one must look
at  the  rich  source  material.  The  Lorien  Legacies
series is extensive, comprising seven main books, with
the  first  three—I  Am  Number  Four,  The  Power  of
Six, and The Rise of Nine—forming a natural trilogy
arc. The books were hugely popular, spending weeks
on  the  New York  Times  bestseller  list.  The  story
expands  far  beyond  the  first  film,  introducing  new
characters  like  Number  Six  and  Number  Seven,
exploring the ancient history of  Lorien,  and building
toward a massive confrontation with the Mogadorians.

The Power of Six  alone offers a compelling narrative
for a sequel. It follows John and Six as they search for
the  other  Garde,  while  a  new  character,  Marina
(Number Seven), is introduced in a Spanish convent.
The book raises the stakes, deepens the mythology of
the  Legacies,  and  ends  on  another  cliffhanger.  This
expansive universe is  one of  the main reasons fans
continue to ask,  Will  there be a sequel to I  Am
Number 4? The story is simply too big and too rich to
leave unfinished on screen.



Fan Demand and the
Question: Will There Be A
Sequel To I Am Number 4?

Over the years, fan interest has remained surprisingly
high.  Social  media  campaigns,  online  petitions,  and
persistent  comments  on  the  cast  and  crew's  social
media pages show that the audience for a sequel has
not  disappeared.  The  film's  availability  on  streaming
platforms  has  introduced  it  to  new  generations  of
viewers,  who  often  finish  the  movie  with  the  same
question: Will there be a sequel to I Am Number
4?

Statements from the Cast and Crew

Over the years, various members of the cast and crew
have  addressed  this  question.  Alex  Pettyfer  has
expressed mixed feelings, at times stating he would be
open  to  returning  if  the  script  was  right,  but  also
acknowledging the challenges of a sequel after such a
long gap. Dianna Agron and Teresa Palmer have both
fondly recalled their time on set and have not ruled out
a  return.  Director  D.J.  Caruso  has  mentioned  in
interviews that a sequel was planned and that the story
was meant to be a trilogy, but the decision ultimately
rested with the studio, DreamWorks Pictures. The most
direct answer to Will there be a sequel to I  Am
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Number 4? from an official source has generally been
a polite "it's not currently in development."

The Challenges of Making a
Sequel

Several significant hurdles stand in the way of a direct
sequel. These explain why, despite fan enthusiasm, the
answer to Will there be a sequel to I Am Number
4? remains a firm "no" from a studio perspective.

Financial Considerations

The  primary  reason  is  the  box  office  performance.
While $150 million is not a loss, it was not a runaway
hit. For a franchise starter, studios typically look for a
multiplier  effect.  The  film  opened  at  number  one  but
had  a  significant  drop  in  subsequent  weeks.  For  a
sequel  to  be  greenlit,  the  studio  would  need to  be
confident  that  the  fanbase  is  large  enough  to
guarantee a better return. The long gap makes this
even harder, as the original audience has aged, and
the film's cultural moment has passed.

The Changing Hollywood Landscape

Hollywood has shifted dramatically since 2011. The YA
adaptation boom has subsided, replaced by superhero
franchises and streaming services. A movie like I Am



Number Four would now face a very different market.
The  question  Will  there  be  a  sequel  to  I  Am
Number 4?  also has to  contend with the fact  that
many of its stars have moved on to other projects. Alex
Pettyfer's career path, for example, has taken him in a
different  direction.  Reassembling  the  cast  for  a  film
that may not have guaranteed success is a major risk.

Furthermore, the intellectual property rights may have
shifted. DreamWorks Pictures, which produced the film,
has changed its distribution and development structure
over  the  years.  The rights  to  the  Lorien Legacies
book  series  are  still  active,  but  the  film  rights  are  a
complex legal landscape. Any new production company
would have to negotiate these rights, adding another
layer  of  difficulty  to  the  question,  Will  there  be  a
sequel  to  I  Am  Number  4?

What Would a Sequel Look
Like?

If  a  sequel  were  to  happen,  there  are  two  distinct
possibilities: a direct continuation or a reboot. Each has
its own advantages and challenges.

Adapting The Power of Six

A direct sequel would adapt The Power of Six. This
would likely involve recasting some roles due to the
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age of  the  original  actors,  or  using digital  de-aging
technology, which is expensive. The story would pick
up  with  John  and  Six  on  the  run,  discovering  the
location of Number Seven, and facing a more powerful
Mogadorian threat. The visual effects would need to be
upgraded to modern standards, and the script would
need  to  acknowledge  the  time  jump.  This  is  the
scenario most fans hope for when they ask, Will there
be a sequel to I Am Number 4? It would honor the
original film and continue the narrative as intended.

Potential for a Reboot or Series

Given the challenges, a more realistic answer to Will
there be a sequel to I Am Number 4? might be a
reboot or a streaming television series. A series would
allow for a more faithful adaptation of the books, with
more time to develop the characters and the complex
mythology.  Streaming  platforms  like  Netflix,  Amazon,
or Paramount+ have shown success with young adult
sci-fi  series.  A  high-budget,  serialized  version  of  the
Lorien Legacies could attract both old fans and a new
audience. This approach would bypass the age issue
and the financial risk of a theatrical sequel, making it a
much more viable answer to the question, Will there
be a sequel to I Am Number 4?



The Verdict: Will There Be A
Sequel To I Am Number 4?

After a thorough analysis, the most honest answer is
that a theatrical sequel is highly unlikely. The window
for  a  film  that  picks  up  directly  after  the  first  has
closed. However, hope is not entirely lost. The enduring
popularity of the books and the nostalgic appeal of the
film  mean  that  the  intellectual  property  remains
valuable.  The  most  probable  path  forward  is  a
television series, either a reboot or a legacy sequel that
ignores the time gap. As of now, no official project is in
active development, but the fan community remains
vigilant.

Conclusion: The Hope
Endures

In summary, the question Will there be a sequel to I
Am Number 4?  does not have a simple yes or no
answer.  While  the  barriers  of  time,  box  office
performance, and altered Hollywood dynamics make a
traditional movie sequel a near impossibility, the core
elements  that  made  the  original  so  appealing—a
compelling  hero,  a  rich  mythology,  and  a  massive
fanbase—are still  present.  The future of  the Lorien
Legacies  on  screen  likely  lies  in  a  different  medium.
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Whether  it  is  a  faithful  streaming  adaptation,  a
complete reboot, or a surprise revival announcement,
the story of Number Four has not been forgotten. For
now, fans will have to turn to the books to continue the
adventure,  holding onto the hope that one day, the
Garde will reunite on screen. The question will continue
to  be  asked,  and  the  answer  will  remain,  for  the
moment, a matter of speculation and hope.


