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How To Get Permanent Marker Off Clothes

Introduction: The Unwanted Art of Permanent Marker
Stains

We have all been there. You turn your back for just a moment, and a permanent
marker  has  found  its  way  into  the  hands  of  a  toddler,  or  perhaps  you  have
accidentally knocked over a Sharpie during a home project. Suddenly, a stark, dark
line marrs your pristine white wall, your favorite wooden table, or even your child’s
skin.  The  name  “permanent  marker”  can  be  intimidating,  but  it  is  not  truly
permanent on most surfaces. With the right techniques and a little patience, you can
erase  these  stubborn  marks  without  damaging  the  underlying  material.  This
comprehensive guide will walk you through the most effective methods for removing
permanent marker from a wide variety of surfaces, using common household items
and a few specialized products. Whether you are dealing with ink on fabric, plastic,



glass, wood, or skin, we have got you covered. Read on to discover how to get
permanent marker off quickly and safely.

Understanding the Chemistry of Permanent Marker Ink

Before  you  start  scrubbing,  it  helps  to  understand  what  you  are  up  against.
Permanent  markers,  like  Sharpies,  contain  a  solvent-based  ink  that  includes  a
colorant (pigment or dye), a solvent (such as alcohol or xylene), and a resin that
helps the ink bond to surfaces. The ink dries quickly and becomes water-resistant
because the solvent evaporates, leaving the resin and pigment behind. To remove it,
you need to either dissolve the resin or break the bond between the ink and the
surface.  Many  effective  removers  work  by  using  a  similar  solvent  (like  rubbing
alcohol) or by leveraging the principle of “like dissolves like.” Dry-erase markers,
surprisingly,  can  also  be  effective  because  their  non-permanent  solvent  can  re-
liquefy the permanent ink. Keep this chemistry in mind as you choose your method.
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General Safety and Testing Tips

No matter which method you try, always start with a few safety precautions:

Test first: Always test your chosen remover on a hidden or inconspicuous
area of the surface to ensure it does not cause discoloration, damage, or a
reaction.
Ventilate: Many solvents (acetone, rubbing alcohol, nail polish remover)
produce strong fumes. Work in a well-ventilated area and avoid prolonged
inhalation.
Protect skin: If you are using harsh chemicals, wear gloves to prevent
irritation. For skin itself, use gentler methods like hand sanitizer or oil.
Be gentle: Start with the least abrasive method. Scrubbing too hard can
damage painted walls, polished wood, or delicate fabrics.



How to Get Permanent Marker Off Skin

Children and adults alike often end up with marker on their hands or arms. If you find
permanent marker on skin, do not panic. It will eventually fade on its own, but you
can speed up the process safely.

Rubbing Alcohol or Hand Sanitizer

Apply a small amount of isopropyl alcohol (70% or higher) or an alcohol-based hand
sanitizer directly to the stained skin. Gently rub with a cotton ball or cloth until the
ink lifts. Wash with soap and water afterward. This is one of the most effective and
gentle methods for skin.

Oil-Based Removers (Baby Oil, Coconut Oil, or Cooking Oil)

Permanent marker ink is oil-soluble to some degree. Rub a few drops of baby oil,
coconut oil, or olive oil onto the mark. Let it sit for a minute, then wipe away with a
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tissue. The oil helps dissolve the resin, and it is very safe for sensitive skin.

Toothpaste and Baking Soda Paste

Mix a small amount of white toothpaste (non-gel) with baking soda to form a paste.
Gently scrub the mixture onto the stained skin in a circular motion. Rinse with warm
water. This is a mild abrasive that can lift ink without harsh chemicals.

Nail Polish Remover (Acetone)

If other methods fail, you can use acetone-based nail polish remover. Apply a small
amount with a cotton ball, rub gently, and rinse immediately. Be careful: acetone
can dry out skin, so follow up with lotion.

How to Get Permanent Marker Off Hard, Non-Porous



Surfaces

Non-porous surfaces like glass, metal, ceramics, and glossy plastics are easier to
clean  because  the  ink  sits  on  top  rather  than  soaking  in.  Here  are  the  best
approaches.

Rubbing Alcohol (Isopropyl Alcohol)

Dampen a cloth or cotton ball with rubbing alcohol (70-99%). Rub the marker stain
firmly. The alcohol dissolves the ink quickly.  For stubborn marks, let the alcohol sit
on the spot for a few seconds before wiping. This works beautifully on countertops,
tiles, glass jars, and stainless steel.

Dry-Erase Marker

This is a clever trick: simply color over the permanent marker stain with a dry-erase
marker. The solvent in the dry-erase ink will reactivate the permanent ink, turning it
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into a liquid that can be wiped away with a tissue or cloth. Repeat if necessary. Ideal
for whiteboards and glossy surfaces.

Acetone or Nail Polish Remover

Acetone is a powerful solvent that removes permanent marker almost instantly. Use
it on non-porous items like glass, metal, or plastic (but avoid painted surfaces or
finished wood, as it can strip paint). Apply with a cotton ball and wipe clean.

Hairspray

Alcohol-based hairspray can work similarly to rubbing alcohol. Spray the stained area
until it is wet, let it sit for a few seconds, then wipe with a clean cloth. This is
especially helpful for surfaces where you want to avoid harsh chemicals.



How to Get Permanent Marker Off Painted Walls and
Finished Wood

Removing permanent marker from painted walls or varnished wood requires extra
caution to avoid damaging the finish. Always test first and use the gentlest method.

Baking Soda Paste

Mix baking soda with a small amount of water to create a thick paste. Gently rub the
paste onto the marker stain using a soft cloth or sponge. Do not scrub too hard. The
mild abrasiveness helps lift the ink without stripping paint. Wipe away with a damp
cloth. This is often the safest first attempt for painted walls.

Magic Eraser (Melamine Sponge)

A Magic Eraser (melamine foam) is slightly abrasive but usually gentle enough for
painted walls.  Dampen the sponge and gently rub the stain. It  works by micro-
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abrasion and can remove marker without solvents. Test on a hidden spot first, as it
can sometimes remove the paint sheen.

Rubbing Alcohol (Use with Care)

Apply rubbing alcohol to a cotton swab or soft cloth, then dab (do not rub vigorously)
the marker stain. The alcohol can penetrate the paint finish if left too long, so work
quickly and blot rather than scrub. Rinse with a damp cloth afterward.

Toothpaste (Non-Gel)

White toothpaste used on a damp cloth can be gently rubbed onto the stain on walls
or  finished  wood.  The  mild  abrasive  and  whitening  agents  help  lift  the  ink.  Wipe
clean  with  a  damp  cloth.  Avoid  gel  toothpaste  as  it  is  less  effective.



How to Get Permanent Marker Off Fabric and Upholstery

Fabric  is  porous,  so  permanent  marker  can  soak  in  quickly.  Act  fast,  and  use
methods that do not set the stain further. Always blot, never rub, as rubbing can
spread the ink.

Rubbing Alcohol

Place a clean cloth or paper towel under the stained area to absorb the ink as it lifts.
Dampen a cotton ball with rubbing alcohol and blot the stain. The ink should transfer
to the cloth underneath. Repeat with clean sections of the under-cloth until no more
ink transfers. Wash the fabric as usual afterward.

Hand Sanitizer

Apply a generous amount of alcohol-based hand sanitizer directly onto the stain. Let
it sit for a few minutes, then blot with a clean cloth. Rinse with cold water and
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launder normally. The gel consistency helps keep the solvent on the stain.

Hairspray

Spray  the  stained  area  with  alcohol-based  hairspray  until  it  is  saturated.  Blot
immediately with a clean cloth. Repeat several times. This technique works best on
washable fabrics. Test for colorfastness first.

Vinegar and Cornstarch Paste

For older stains, mix equal parts white vinegar and cornstarch to form a paste. Apply
it  to  the  stain  and  let  it  dry  completely.  Brush  off  the  dried  paste,  then  wash  the
fabric. The vinegar helps break down the ink, and the cornstarch absorbs it.

Commercial Stain Removers

Products  like  OxiClean  or  Shout  Advanced  can  be  effective  on  permanent  marker
stains. Follow the manufacturer's instructions, and always test on an inconspicuous



area first.

How to Get Permanent Marker Off Carpet

Carpet requires careful attention because scrubbing can damage the fibers or spread
the stain. Start with the least aggressive method.

Rubbing Alcohol and Blotting

Pour a small amount of rubbing alcohol onto a clean white cloth (not directly onto
the carpet). Blot the stain gently. Work from the outside inward to avoid spreading.
Continue blotting with fresh dry cloths until the stain lifts. Rinse with water and blot
dry.

White Vinegar and Dish Soap

Mix one tablespoon of white vinegar, one tablespoon of liquid dish soap, and two
cups of cold water. Apply the solution to the stain with a spray bottle. Blot with a
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clean cloth. Repeat, then rinse with cold water and blot dry.

Hydrogen Peroxide (for lighter carpets)

Test  hydrogen  peroxide  (3%)  on  a  hidden  carpet  area  first.  If  safe,  apply  a  small
amount to a cloth and blot the stain. Do not soak the carpet. Hydrogen peroxide can
lighten some fibers, so use with caution.

How to Get Permanent Marker Off Plastic and Electronics

Plastic  items like  toy  bins,  food containers,  or  electronic  casings  can be tricky
because some solvents can cloud or melt the plastic. Always test in a hidden spot.

Rubbing Alcohol

Use a cotton swab or soft cloth with rubbing alcohol. Gently rub the marker stain on
the plastic.  Wipe away with a damp cloth.  This is  generally safe for most hard
plastics.



Dry-Erase Marker Trick

Color  over  the  permanent  marker  stain  with  a  dry-erase  marker.  Wipe  off
immediately with a tissue. This works exceptionally well on whiteboards and glossy
plastic surfaces.

Baking Soda and Water Paste

For delicate plastics, use a baking soda paste and gently rub with a soft toothbrush.
Rinse with water. This method is less likely to damage the plastic compared to
acetone.

Toothpaste

Non-gel toothpaste can be rubbed onto plastic surfaces with a soft cloth. The mild
abrasive helps remove marker without scratching. Rinse with water.
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How to Get Permanent Marker Off Stone, Tile, and
Concrete

Hard,  porous  surfaces  like  granite,  marble,  and  unsealed  concrete  can  be
challenging. Avoid acids like vinegar on natural stone as they can etch the surface.

Rubbing Alcohol

Apply rubbing alcohol to a cloth and blot the stain. For natural stone, use a pH-
neutral stone cleaner afterward. Avoid scrubbing hard on polished stone.

Acetone (for unsealed stone and concrete)

Acetone can be used on unsealed concrete or rough stone. Apply with a cloth and
rinse thoroughly. Test on an inconspicuous area first.



Hydrogen Peroxide

For lighter stone or tile, hydrogen peroxide can be effective. Apply it to the stain, let
it sit for a few minutes, then blot. Rinse with water.

How to Get Permanent Marker Off Leather and Vinyl

Leather (furniture, car seats, clothing) and vinyl require gentle handling to avoid
drying or cracking.

Hand Sanitizer or Rubbing Alcohol

Use a cotton swab dipped in hand sanitizer or rubbing alcohol. Gently dab the stain
on leather or vinyl. Immediately wipe with a damp cloth to remove the solvent.
Follow up with a leather conditioner to prevent drying


