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Bishop Td Jakes Sermons On
Relationships

Introduction: The Spiritual Blueprint for Connection

When it comes to navigating the complex terrain of human connection, few voices resonate as
powerfully  as  that  of  Bishop T.D.  Jakes.  For  decades,  his  teachings  have offered a  beacon of
clarity for those seeking to build, repair, or understand relationships through a spiritual lens.
His sermons on relationships are not merely about finding a partner or avoiding conflict; they
delve into the very fabric of identity, purpose, and divine design. Whether you are married,
single, widowed, or navigating a difficult friendship, the wisdom contained in Bishop Td Jakes
sermons on relationships provides a practical and profoundly spiritual roadmap.

Bishop Jakes, the senior pastor of The Potter’s House in Dallas, Texas, speaks with a unique
blend  of  prophetic  insight,  psychological  understanding,  and  raw,  relatable  honesty.  He



addresses the pain of betrayal, the joy of covenant, and the hard work of communication with
equal gravity. This article explores the core themes of his teachings, offering a comprehensive
look at how to apply his biblical principles to your own relational journey. From understanding
your  season  of  singleness  to  healing  from  past  wounds,  the  lessons  are  timeless  and
transformative.

The Foundation: Understanding Your Identity Before
You Connect

One of the most persistent and crucial themes throughout Bishop Td Jakes sermons on
relationships is the necessity of knowing who you are before you can truly know someone
else. He often teaches that many relational failures stem from two broken people trying to find
wholeness in each other, rather than in God.

The Question of Purpose

Bishop Jakes consistently asks his congregations, "What are you called to do?" He argues that
you cannot walk with someone if you do not know where you are going. A relationship is not a
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destination; it is a vehicle for two people traveling in the same direction. If you are unsure of
your own purpose, you are susceptible to being pulled off course by someone else’s vision. His
sermons emphasize that a healthy relationship begins with a healthy individual—one who has
spent time in the "Potter's house" being molded and refined.

Healing Before Joining

Another foundational principle is the idea of emotional and spiritual healing before entering a
covenant.  No  one  arrives  in  a  relationship  without  baggage.  However,  Bishop  Jakes
distinguishes between baggage that  is  being processed and luggage that  is  permanently
unpacked. He preaches that unresolved trauma, bitterness from a previous relationship, or
unhealed father wounds will inevitably surface and poison a new connection. Using the biblical
narrative of Ruth and Boaz, he illustrates how Ruth had to leave her past, her gods, and her
identity behind before she could step into her destiny. The lesson is clear: you must be willing
to leave the old behind to embrace the new.



The Purpose of the "Wait" and the Season of Singleness

In a culture that often views singleness as a problem to be solved, Bishop Td Jakes sermons
on relationships reframe it as a sacred season of preparation. He calls this the "temple of
solitude," a time where God builds character, discipline, and intercessory strength in a person.

Solitude as a Gift, Not a Curse

Bishop Jakes teaches that singleness is not a punishment but a protective season. He often
says that the devil will try to get you into a relationship that keeps you out of your destiny. In
solitude, you have the undivided attention of God. You can hear His voice more clearly without
the static of another person's opinions, needs, or drama. This is the time to build your financial
house, your spiritual disciplines, and your emotional stability. He warns against the fear of
loneliness, noting that many people marry their "Isaac" only to realize they were so desperate
to be married that they married an "Ishmael"—a relationship born out of impatience rather
than promise.
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Preparing the Nest

A practical  aspect  of  his  teaching on singleness involves preparation.  He asks singles to
consider what they are bringing to the table. Are you ready to be a helper? Are you ready to
lead? Are you financially and emotionally mature enough to handle the weight of a covenant?
He uses the analogy of an eagle building a nest: it prepares a safe, strong environment before
the eggs are laid. You must prepare your life for the relationship you desire, not just pray for it.
This involves setting boundaries, breaking unhealthy soul ties, and developing a lifestyle of
integrity.

Selecting a Partner: The Nature of the Vessel

Once a person understands their identity and has walked through the season of preparation,
the next step in Bishop Td Jakes sermons on relationships is the actual selection of a
partner. He is famous for his teachings on discerning the difference between a "soul tie" and a
"spirit connection."



The Soul Tie vs. The Spirit Connection

Many people confuse intense chemistry with divine connection. Bishop Jakes explains that a
soul tie is a deep emotional and psychological bond that can be formed through physical
intimacy, shared trauma, or even just intense conversation. However, a soul tie can be carnal
and destructive if it is not rooted in the spirit. A spirit connection, on the other hand, is a bond
forged by the Holy Spirit. It is characterized by peace, alignment with purpose, and a mutual
submission to God’s will.

Soul Tie (Carnal): High passion, drama, codependency, insecurity, and frequent
breakups.
Spirit Connection (Spiritual): Deep peace, mutual respect, clear communication,
support for individual purpose, and a shared love for God.

Bishop Jakes advises that if you are constantly confused, anxious, and feeling unstable in a
relationship, it is likely a soul tie of the flesh. If the relationship brings clarity, strength, and a
deeper desire to serve God, it is a spirit connection worth pursuing.
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Shared Values Over Shared Interests

While it is nice to enjoy the same movies or hobbies, Bishop Jakes emphasizes that shared
values are the true foundation of a lasting relationship. You can have fun with anyone, but you
can only build a life with someone who shares your core convictions regarding faith, finances,
family, and future. He often uses the scripture from Amos 3:3, "Can two walk together except
they be agreed?" This agreement is not just about opinion; it is about pace, direction, and
destination.  If  one  person  is  called  to  the  mission  field  and  the  other  is  called  to  corporate
America, there must be a deep spiritual alignment to make that journey work.

The Covenant of Marriage: Forging Iron and Navigating
Fire

Marriage is a central theme in Bishop Td Jakes sermons on relationships. He approaches it
with immense reverence, calling it a "covenant" rather than a "contract." A contract is based
on terms and conditions; if one party breaks a term, the contract is void. A covenant, however,
is a "until death do us part" commitment that requires grace, sacrifice, and the fear of God.



The Three-Fold Cord: God, Husband, and Wife

Bishop Jakes teaches that a marriage is strongest when it is a triangle, with God at the top and
the husband and wife at the bottom corners. The closer each individual gets to God, the closer
they get  to  each other.  When problems arise—and they will—the solution is  not  to  look
horizontally at your spouse to see what they are doing wrong, but to look vertically to God for
strength and guidance. He often says, "The issue is not your spouse; the issue is your worship."
When you fix your worship, the relationship often falls into place.

The Dynamics of Love and Respect

A powerful subtheme in his teachings is the specific needs of men and women. Drawing from
Ephesians, he explains that a woman’s primary need is to feel loved, while a man’s primary
need is to feel respected. He teaches that a husband who withdraws his love because his wife
is not respectful creates a vicious cycle. Conversely, a wife who withholds respect because she
does not feel loved does the same. Breaking this cycle requires one person to take a step of
faith—acting in love or respect even when the other person is not "deserving" of it. This is the
"dying to self" that Jesus spoke of, and it is the key to marital breakthrough.
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Communication: The Bridge Over Troubled Water

Bishop Jakes is brutally honest about the fact that marriage is hard work. He admits that you
will  marry "the wrong person" in the sense that no one is perfect.  The goal is not to find the
perfect person but to learn to communicate and forgive in a way that allows two imperfect
people to grow together. He emphasizes that:

Listen to understand, not to reply. Most conflicts arise because people are planning1.
their rebuttal rather than hearing their spouse's heart.
Address the issue, not the person. He teaches that you can disagree without being2.
disagreeable. Attack the problem, not your partner's character.
Keep short accounts. Do not let the sun go down on your wrath. Unresolved anger3.
builds roots of bitterness that can destroy the entire foundation.

Healing from Betrayal and Infidelity

No discussion of Bishop Td Jakes sermons on relationships would be complete without
addressing the painful reality of betrayal. Bishop Jakes speaks to this with the authority of a
man who has counseled countless couples through the devastation of adultery. His approach is



neither legalistic nor permissive; it is redemptive, but it requires truth.

The Path to Restoration

Restoration is possible, but it requires radical honesty and a complete rebuilding of trust.
Bishop Jakes teaches that the offending party must be willing to live a life of "openness." They
lose the right to privacy for a season. They must be accountable with their phone, their time,
and their finances. However, he also warns the offended party that they cannot use the offense
as a weapon forever. At some point, they must choose to forgive—not for the offender's sake,
but to free themselves from the prison of bitterness. He distinguishes between forgiveness (a
decision) and trust (something that must be earned back over time). A marriage can survive
betrayal if both parties are willing to endure the painful, messy process of rebuilding, but it
takes a supernatural grace that only God can provide.

Conclusion: A Lifelong Journey of Grace

The teachings found in Bishop Td Jakes sermons on relationships are not just a collection
of tips and tricks; they are a comprehensive biblical worldview on how to love. From the
solitude  of  singleness  to  the  fiery  trials  of  marriage,  his  messages  call  us  to  a  higher
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standard—a standard of integrity, forgiveness, purpose, and radical love. He reminds us that
every relationship, whether it lasts a season or a lifetime, is an instrument used by God to
chisel away our rough edges and make us more like Christ.

The ultimate takeaway is that the quality of your relationships is largely determined by the
quality of your relationship with God. As you draw closer to the Potter, He will shape your
hands to hold others with grace. Whether you are waiting, dating, or already married, the
principles of identity, preparation, and covenant can transform your connections from fragile
threads into unbreakable cords. The journey is not easy, but as Bishop Jakes often says, "If you
trust the process, you will enjoy the product."


