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Reading Success: A . _ o
The journey to becoming a proficient

Deep Dive into Frog reader begins long before a child enters

Street Scope and a formal classroom. In early childhood
education, a thoughtfully designed

curriculum can make all the difference
in building a solid literacy foundation.
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One program that has gained significant
recognition for its systematic approach
is the Frog Street Scope and
Sequence Literacy framework. This
structured pathway provides educators
with a clear roadmap for developing
essential reading and writing skills in
young learners, typically from birth to
age five. But what exactly makes this
scope and sequence so effective, and
how does it translate into daily
classroom practice? In this
comprehensive guide, we’ll explore the
key components, the developmental
logic behind the sequence, and the
practical strategies that help teachers
nurture confident, capable readers.

Understanding the Frog
Street Curriculum

What Is Frog Street?

Frog Street is a comprehensive early
childhood education program designed
to support the whole child. Its literacy
component is built upon decades of
research in child development,
cognitive science, and best practices in
early reading instruction. The
curriculum emphasizes a balanced
approach that integrates phonological
awareness, phonics, comprehension,
vocabulary, and fluency. What sets Frog
Street apart is its meticulous attention
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fo the "scope and sequence
that refers to the breadth of skills
taught (scope) and the order in which
they are introduced (sequence).

The Scope and Sequence
Concept in Literacy

In any early literacy program, a scope
and sequence serves as a blueprint. The
scope outlines the full range of literacy
skills that children will encounter, from
recognizing environmental print to
writing simple sentences. The sequence
determines the logical progression of
these skills, ensuring that each new
concept builds on previously mastered
ones. For example, a child must be able

—a term to identily rhyming words betore they

can effectively blend sounds. The Frog
Street Scope and Sequence Literacy
framework is carefully calibrated to
align with developmental milestones,
offering a predictable yet flexible
structure that teachers can adapt to
their unique classroom needs.

Key Components of
Frog Street Scope and
Sequence Literacy

The scope and sequence is divided into
several interconnected domains. Let’s
examine each one in detail to
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understand how they contribute to a
holistic reading foundation.

Phonological and Phonemic
Awareness

Phonological awareness - the ability to
recognize and manipulate the sounds of
spoken language - is the bedrock of
early literacy. In the Frog Street scope
and sequence, this skill is introduced
through playful, oral language
activities. Young learners begin with
simple tasks like identifying rhyming
words and clapping syllables. As the
sequence progresses, they move to
more advanced skills such as blending
and segmenting individual phonemes.

The curriculum provides explicit
instruction through songs, fingerplays,
and interactive games, ensuring that
children develop this critical pre-
reading skill before they are expected
to decode print. Research consistently
shows that strong phonological
awareness in preschool predicts later
reading success, and Frog Street places
it front and center in the literacy
trajectory.

Alphabet Knowledge and
Phonics

Once children have a solid grasp of
sounds, the scope and sequence
systematically introduces letter names
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and their corresponding sounds.
However, Frog Street does not simply
present the alphabet in order from A to
Z. Instead, the sequence is designed
around frequency of use and ease of
learning. High-utility letters like m, s,
a, and t are introduced early, allowing
children to quickly form simple words
(e.g., mat, sat). This approach builds
confidence and demonstrates the
immediate purpose of letter knowledge.
The scope extends beyond letter-sound
correspondence to include concepts of
print, such as directionality and the idea
that words are separated by spaces.
Throughout this phase, teachers use
explicit modeling, multi-sensory
activities, and repeated practice to

cement foundational pﬁomcs SKilIs.

Comprehension and
Vocabulary

Reading is ultimately about making
meaning. The Frog Street scope and
sequence integrates comprehension
instruction from the very beginning -
even before children can decode words
independently. Through interactive
read-alouds, teachers model strategies
such as making predictions, asking
questions, and retelling stories. The
vocabulary component is equally robust.
Each week, the curriculum introduces a
set of tier-two and tier-three words
linked to the thematic unit. These words
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are taught through explicit definitions,
visual aids, and repeated exposure in
different contexts. For example, during
a unit on animals, children might learn
words like habitat, camouflage, and
nocturnal. This deliberate vocabulary
expansion enriches children’s oral
language and prepares them for the
complex texts they will encounter in
later grades.

Fluency and Writing

Fluency - the ability to read with speed,
accuracy, and expression - is nurtured
through repeated reading of familiar
texts, shared reading experiences, and
choral reading. In the Frog Street scope

and sequence, fluency is not an isolated
skill but is woven into every literacy
block. Writing instruction also follows a
developmental sequence. Children
begin with scribbling and drawing, then
move to letter-like forms, and eventually
to inventive spelling. The curriculum
provides daily opportunities for children
to write in meaningful contexts, such as
journaling about a class pet or creating
a shopping list for a dramatic play
center. This integration of reading and
writing reinforces literacy skills and
allows children to see themselves as
authors and readers.
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H6 ag 0 not sKip
steps. This spiraling approach means

Sequence Supports that skills are revisited and reinforced

Developmental at higher levels of complexity
. throughout the year. Children who
PI‘OQI‘BSSIOD struggle with a particular concept are

Sequential Skill Building

One of the greatest strengths of the
Frog Street Scope and Sequence
Literacy is its careful attention to the
order of instruction. Each skill is a
prerequisite for the next. For example,
before children can successfully blend
three sounds to read the word cat, they
must have mastered blending two
sounds (e.g., at). The curriculum is

given additional practice and support,
while those who excel are offered
enrichment activities. The result is a
classroom where all children can
progress at their own pace within a
coherent framework.

Differentiation and Scaffolding

Recognizing that every child enters the
classroom with a unique set of
experiences, the Frog Street scope and
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sequence includes built-in
differentiation strategies. For instance,
during small-group instruction, teachers
can adjust the level of scaffolding based
on individual needs. A child who is just
beginning to recognize letter shapes
might work on a tactile alphabet
matching game, while a more advanced
peer might be ready to sort pictures by
beginning sounds. The sequence also
provides guidance on how to extend
learning for children who are ready for
more challenging tasks, such as writing
a sentence with multiple words. This
flexibility ensures that the scope
remains comprehensive without
overwhelming learners.

Integrating Assessment
within the Scope and
Sequence

Effective instruction requires ongoing
assessment, and Frog Street embeds
formative assessment directly into its
scope and sequence. Teachers are given
clear indicators at each checkpoint - for
example, “By the end of Unit 3, children
should be able to identify at least 10
uppercase letters.” These benchmarks
allow educators to monitor progress
toward the literacy goals outlined in the
scope. Assessment is not limited to
formal tests; teachers observe children
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during center time, take anecdotal
notes on their oral language, and collect
writing samples. This data informs daily
instructional decisions, such as which
children need additional small-group
support or which concepts need to be
retaught to the whole class. By aligning
assessment with the scope and
sequence, Frog Street ensures that no
skill is left behind.

Practical
Implementation in the
Classroom

Daily Routines and Activities

Implementing the Frog Street scope
and sequence does not require a
complete overhaul of the daily schedule.
The curriculum provides a predictable
structure that includes a morning
message, shared reading, small-group
literacy centers, and interactive writing.
For example, each day begins with a
“Greeting Circle” where children
develop phonological awareness
through a rhyme or a song tied to the
week’s focus skill. During literacy
centers, children rotate through
activities that target different
components of the scope - a listening
center with a read-aloud, a writing
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center with prompts, and a word work
center with manipulatives. The
sequence ensures that these activities
are not random but are directly linked
to the skills being taught. Over time,
children internalize the routines, which
frees cognitive energy for learning.

Family Engagement

The scope and sequence also extends
beyond the classroom. Frog Street
provides parent-friendly resources that
align with the literacy milestones. For
instance, families receive newsletters
explaining the sound of the week or the
comprehension strategy being
practiced. Simple activities - like

pointing out letters on a grocery store
sign or singing a rhyming song in the
car - help reinforce the curriculum at
home. This partnership between school
and home accelerates learning and
builds a shared understanding of the
child’s progress through the sequence.
When parents are informed advocates
for their child’s literacy development,
the impact is profound.

Benefits of a Structured
Scope and Sequence for
Early Literacy

Adopting a well-defined scope and
sequence like the one offered by Frog
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reet brings numerous advantages.
First, it provides consistency and
continuity. Whether a teacher is a
seasoned veteran or a new graduate,
the sequence offers a clear “what to
teach” and “when to teach it.” This
reduces guesswork and ensures that all
essential elements of early literacy are
covered. Second, it supports data-
driven instruction. Teachers can track
exactly which skills children have
mastered and which require additional
focus, making instruction more
efficient. Third, the systematic nature of
the scope and sequence helps close
opportunity gaps. Children from diverse
backgrounds - including English
language learners and those with

imited prior exposure to print - benefl
from the explicit, cumulative
instruction. Finally, the scope and
sequence fosters joy in learning. When
children experience success in small,
sequential steps, their confidence
grows, and they develop a positive
identity as readers and writers.

Conclusion

In the landscape of early childhood
education, the Frog Street Scope and
Sequence Literacy stands out as a
research-based, practical tool that
empowers teachers to build
foundational reading skills with
intention and clarity. By carefully
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ordering the introduction of
phonological awareness, phonics,
comprehension, vocabulary, and

writing, it respects the developmental
trajectory of young learners while
providing the structure needed for
effective instruction. The integration of
ongoing assessment and differentiation
ensures that every child can progress
meaningfully. For educators seeking a

comprehensive literacy framework that
balances rigor with developmentally
appropriate practice, the Frog Street
scope and sequence offers a proven
pathway. As we continue to unlock the
potential of our youngest students, such
thoughtful blueprints remain
indispensable. After all, literacy is not
just a set of skills - it is the key to
lifelong learning and opportunity.



