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Christmas Story
Bible King James

Version

The
Enduring
Majesty of
the
Christmas
Story in the
King James
Version

For  centur ies ,  the
sound of the Christmas
s e a s o n  h a s  b e e n
inextricably linked to
the stately rhythms and
majestic prose of the
King James Version of
the Bible. While many

modern translations
offer clarity and
accessibility, the 1611
Authorized Version,
with its poetic cadence
a n d  v e n e r a b l e
vocabulary, continues
to hold a unique and
cherished place in the
hearts of mill ions.
When families gather
around the hearth, or
congregations light the
Advent candles, it is
often the King James
Version that is opened
to the second chapter
of Luke. There is a
profound depth and a
sacred weight to the



language that seems
fitting for the gravity of
the Incarnation. The
words do not simply
narrate a historical
event; they announce a
cosmic shift. To hear
"And it came to pass in
those days" is to be
transported to a setting
of ancient prophecy
and divine fulfillment.
This article explores
the profound beauty,
enduring legacy, and
r i ch  de t a i l  o f  t he
Christmas story as
captured in the King
James Bible, a text that
has shaped the English-
s p e a k i n g  w o r l d ' s
understanding of the
Nativity for over four
hundred years.

For those seeking to
connect with the story
on a deeper level, the
King James Version
offers more than just
facts; it offers an

e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e
language itself slows
t h e  r e a d e r  d o w n ,
inviting contemplation.
It resists the hurried
consumption of modern
media and forces a
thoughtful engagement
with each phrase. The
"Christmas Story Bible
King James Version" is
not merely a reference
point; it is a literary and
spiritual masterpiece
that frames the birth of
Christ with the dignity
a n d  s o l e m n i t y  i t
demands. In this article,
we will journey from
the prophecy of Isaiah
to the visitation of the
Magi, examining the
key passages that make
the KJ Version the
definitive rendition for
countless believers
around the world.

The Prophetic
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Foundation: A
Voice Crying in

the Wilderness

While the narrative
action of the Christmas
story begins in the
Gospels ,  the  King
James Version of the
Old Testament lays a
powerful prophetic
groundwork that gives
the story its context and
cosmic significance.
The book of Isaiah, in
particular, rings with
the anticipation of a
coming Messiah. When
modern readers turn to
t h e i r  B i b l e s  i n
December, they often
find themselves reading
t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e
prophet alongside the
Gospel accounts. The
King James Version of
Isaiah 7:14 declares,
"Therefore the Lord
himself shall give you a
sign; Behold, a virgin

shall conceive, and bear
a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel." The
choice of the word
"virgin" rather than
"young woman" i s
theologically critical,
unde r sco r ing  t he
miraculous nature of
the birth that was to
come. Furthermore,
Isaiah 9:6 in the King
J a m e s  V e r s i o n  i s
perhaps one of the most
beloved Christmas
passages: "For unto us a
child is born, unto us a
son is given: and the
government shall be
upon his shoulder: and
his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counseller,
The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The
Prince of Peace." This
majestic list of titles,
r e n d e r e d  i n  t h e
majestic KJV phrasing,
sets the stage for the
h u m b l e  b i r t h  i n
Bethlehem. It tells the



reader that this is no
ordinary child, but the
eternal God stepping
into human history. The
language brooks no
compromise ;  i t  i s
d e c l a r a t i v e  a n d
absolute, a fitting
prelude to the Gospel
narrative.

The Annunciation
to Mary: "Hail,
thou that art
highly favoured"

T h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e
Nativity proper begins
with the visitation of
the angel Gabriel to a
young virgin named
Mary .  In  the  King
James Version, this
moment is filled with
both profound humility
and startling power.
The angel's greeting in
Luke 1:28 is a phrase
that has echoed through
art, music, and liturgy:

"And the angel came in
unto her, and said, Hail,
thou that art highly
favoured, the Lord is
with thee: blessed art
thou among women."
The language of the
King  James  B ib le
elevates this encounter.
Mary is  not simply
greeted; she is "hailed."
She is not just favored;
s h e  i s  " h i g h l y
favoured." The weight
of the angelic presence
i s  pa lpab le  i n  the
formal, reverent tone of
the text. When Mary
e x p r e s s e s  h e r
confusion, the angel
delivers the staggering
n e w s .  T h e  p r o s e
reaches  a  peak  o f
theological clarity in
Luke 1:35: "And the
angel answered and
said unto her, The Holy
Ghost shall come upon
thee, and the power of
t h e  H i g h e s t  s h a l l
overshadow thee :
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therefore also that holy
thing which shall be
born of thee shall be
called the Son of God."
The phrase "the power
of the Highest shall
overshadow thee" is a
m a s t e r s t r o k e  o f
translation. It conveys
the gentle, mysterious,
and overwhelming
presence of the divine
without being crude or
physical. It is poetic,
p r o t e c t i v e ,  a n d
awesome. The reader is
left with a sense of the
sacred mystery that lies
a t  the  hear t  of  the
Incarnation, a mystery
that the noble language
of  the  King  James
Version is uniquely
suited to preserve.

The Journey to
Bethlehem and the
Census

The narrat ive now
shifts to the political

and historical context,
b u t  e v e n  t h i s  i s
rendered with a simple,
epic grace. Luke 2:1
opens with the famous
line: "And it came to
pass in those days, that
there went out a decree
from Caesar Augustus
tha t  a l l  t he  wor ld
should be taxed." This
opening is a masterclass
in narrative economy. It
links the eternal plan of
God to the mundane
realit ies of Roman
imperial politics. The
King James Version
uses the word "taxed,"
wh ich  in  the  17 th
century meant a census
or registration. This
decree, issued by the
most powerful man in
the world, becomes the
instrumental cause for
the fulfillment of
prophecy: the Messiah
m u s t  b e  b o r n  i n
B e t h l e h e m .  T h e
journey of Joseph and



Mary from Nazareth to
Bethlehem is described
with stark, understated
pathos. No details of
the hardship are given;
the  reader  s imply
knows they  had to
travel while Mary was
"great with child." The
phrase itself carries the
w e i g h t  o f  h e r
condition. The journey,
the exhaustion, the lack
of lodging—all of this
i s  i m p l i e d  i n  t h e
simple, sober language
of  the  King  James
Version.  "And she
brough t  fo r th  her
firstborn son, and
w r a p p e d  h i m  i n
swaddling clothes, and
laid him in a manger;
because there was no
room for them in the
inn" (Luke 2:7). This
single verse is the heart
of the Christmas story.
I t  i s  a  p i c t u r e  o f
profound humility: the
King of Kings lying in a

feeding trough. The
King James Version's
simple, declarative
sentence structure
m a k e s  t h e  s c e n e
unforgettable. The
w o r d  " s w a d d l i n g
clothes" is a specific,
beautiful, and ancient
term that has become
synonymous with the
Nativity, conjuring
images of careful ,
l o v i n g ,  b u t  p o o r
preparations.

The Shepherds
and the Heavenly
Host

Perhaps  t he  mos t
dramatic and beloved
scene in the King James
Version Christmas
a c c o u n t  i s  t h e
appearance  of  the
angels to the shepherds.
The contrast is stark
and intentional. The
shepherds are "abiding
in the field, keeping



Christmas Story Bible King James
Version

Downloaded from ges.cursor.cl by West & Swanson •
Read more, learn more. • Page 7

watch over their flock
by night" (Luke 2:8).
They are the lowliest of
society, living on the
margins. Yet to them,
the glory of the Lord is
revealed. The King
James Version captures
the terror and glory of
the moment: "And, lo,
the angel of the Lord
came upon them, and
the glory of the Lord
shone round about
them: and they were
sore afraid" (Luke
2:9). The phrase "sore
afraid" is  a  potent
idiom from Jacobean
English that conveys a
deep, physical, and
visceral fear. It is far
more expressive than
simply saying "very
afraid." Then comes
the angel's message, the
ultimate proclamation
o f  t h e  C h r i s t m a s
gospel: "Fear not: for,
behold, I bring you
good tidings of great

joy, which shall be to
all people. For unto you
is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour,
which is Christ the
Lord" (Luke 2:10-11).
T h e  r h y t h m i c
parallelism of "good
tidings of great joy"
and the declaration of
"a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord" is
theologically dense and
perfectly phrased. The
story then crescendos
with the appearance of
a "multitude of the
heavenly host praising
God, and saying, Glory
to God in the highest,
and on earth peace,
good will toward men"
(Luke 2:13-14). This
a n g e l i c  c h o r u s ,
r e n d e r e d  i n  t h e
majestic King James
V e r s i o n ,  i s  t h e
centerpiece of the
Christmas story. The
phrase "Glory to God in
the highest" is not just



a song; it is a cosmic
declarat ion of  the
significance of what has
h a p p e n e d  i n
Beth lehem.  I t  i s  a
moment  of  d iv ine
interruption where
heaven and earth touch,
and the King James
Version preserves its
sublime, otherworldly
beauty.

The Visit of the
Wise Men: Gifts
for a King

The second chapter of
the Gospel of Matthew
also holds a central
place in the "Christmas
Story Bible King James
Version." The narrative
of the Magi, or Wise
M e n ,  p r o v i d e s  a
different perspective on
the birth of Christ.
While the shepherds
represent the humble,
local response, the
Wise Men represent the

respect of the Gentile
w o r l d  a n d  t h e
fulfillment of Old
Testament prophecy.
T h e  K i n g  J a m e s
Version describes them
in Matthew 2:1-2 :
"Now when Jesus was
born in Bethlehem of
Judaea in the days of
Herod the king, behold,
there came wise men
f r o m  t h e  e a s t  t o
Jerusalem, Saying,
Where is he that is born
King of the Jews? for
we have seen his star in
the east, and are come
to worship him." The
language is that of a
royal quest. They seek
a "King." Their journey
is guided by a star, a
cosmic sign. The drama
builds as they consult
with the troubled King
Herod and then follow
the star until it stands
over "where the young
c h i l d  w a s . "  T h e
moment of arrival is
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g i v e n  i n  s i m p l e ,
reverent prose: "And
when they were come
into the house, they saw
the young child with
Mary his mother, and
f e l l  d o w n ,  a n d
worshipped him: and
when they had opened
their treasures, they
presented unto him
g i f t s ;  g o l d ,  a n d
frankincense,  and
myrrh"  (Matthew
2:11). The King James
Version uses the word
"worshipped," not just
"honored." The gifts
themselves are given a
list-like, ceremonial
quality that emphasizes
their symbolic value:
g o l d  f o r  a  k i n g ,
frankincense for God,
and  myr rh  fo r  h i s
death. The language is
formal, ritualistic, and
deeply meaningful. It
concludes the narrative
arc of the Nativity with
a sense of homage and

fulfillment.

Why the King
James Version
Endures for the
Christmas Story

There are numerous
modern translations
that are more accurate
to the original Greek
and Hebrew texts .
Why, then, does the
"Christmas Story Bible
King James Version"
retain its powerful hold
o n  t h e  p o p u l a r
imagina t ion?  The
a n s w e r  l i e s  i n  i t s
literary and liturgical
genius. The King James
Version was translated
at a time when English
was at a poetic peak.
The translators had a
profound sense of the
sacred and a mastery of
rhythm, balance, and
diction. The language is
formal, which gives the



story a sense of gravity
and importance. It feels
significant. The words
"begat," "hark," "lo,"
"behold," "verily," and
"thou" are not everyday
language, and that is
precisely their strength.
They s igna l  to  the
reader that this is not an
ordinary story. This is
t he  Word  o f  God .
Reading the Nativity in
the King James Version
is a literary experience
that borders on poetry.
It is a text that is meant
to be spoken aloud, to
be heard in the resonant
acoustics of a candlelit
church. The familiar
phrases are etched into
the cultural memory.
When someone says
"Peace on earth, good
will toward men," they
are reciting the King
James Bible, even if
they do not know it.
The translation has
become inseparable

from the story itself. It
provides a sense of
tradition, of connection
to the past, and of the
unchanging nature of
the divine message.

Poetic1.
Cadence: The
rhythmic,
iambic-like flow
of the sentences
makes them easy
to memorize and
powerful to
recite.
Sacred Diction:2.
The use of thees,
thous, and
archaic verb
endings creates a
holy and
reverent
atmosphere.
Cultural3.
Weight: The
King James
Version is the
source of
countless quotes,
hymns, and
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cultural
references that
surround the
holiday.
Liturgical Use:4.
It remains the
standard text for
many churches,
especially during
Christmas Eve
services,
creating a shared
collective
memory.

Conclusion: The
Living Word of
Christmas

The Christmas story is
the foundation of the
Christian faith. It is the
story of God becoming
man, of the infinite
entering the finite, of

the Creator being laid
in a manger. And for
four centuries, in the
E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g
world, that story has
been most powerfully
heard  through the
words  of  the  King
James Version of the
B i b l e .  F r o m  t h e
prophecy of Isaiah to
the journeys of Mary,
Joseph, the shepherds,
and the Wise Men, the
K J V  p r o v i d e s  a
linguistic and spiritual
f rame that  i s  both
majestic and intimate.
When you open your
Bible this Christmas
and read "And it came
to pass," you are not
just reading a story;
you are participating in
a tradition, engaging


